Don’t Sweat the Details
By Steve Silvia 

My Corvair is a convertible and it needs a top bad.  I have it ready to go on, but I am awaiting some long needed rocker panel surgery first before I do it.  In any case, once it is done  care  is needed to ensure it is kept clean.  A clean top not only looks better but will last longer as well.   

If your top is white, extra care is needed to ensure it stays that way.  Here’s how to make a gray top white again.  Start by picking up some heavy plastic to cover the painted surface of you car as we will be using some strong cleaners to make it clean.  I like to cover the painted surfaces as the chemicals will streak the paint making a mess.

Unlatch the top in the front and place the plastic over the windshield frame and onto the hood, fold the sides up and then punch a hole on each end to allow the top to be re-latched.  Leave the windows up and drape the plastic over the sides and place the top back into the latched position.  You will have to cover the rear of the car with the sheeting as well.  Do the best you can here as there is no method other than using some black electrical tape onto the stainless trim moldings.

Once you are done, you will need two bottles of Westley’s Bleach White tire cleaner, a good stiff brush and a soft one, and keep the hose handy as well.  Start in the middle and work out to the sides and front by spraying the cleaner in a two by two foot section.  Work it back and forth until you can see a lot of the dirt lifting.  Keep doing this over the entire top (each side) then rinse with plenty of water.  Repeat the process on the other side. Then around the rear window.  When done if needed, repeat the process to ensure all of the dirt is off.  When satisfied, remove the plastics, wash the top with soap and water as well as the entire car to ensure no traces of chemical are remaining.  

When dry, grab some Pledge furniture polish and spry the rear window, this will do a nice job of polishing the plastic and leave it nice and clear.   

If your top is black, you can use the same procedure, although it hides dirt, black can still look bad if dirty.  I think if I washed mine it would fall apart so I will have to wait awhile to do it!  










