
 

       VOLUME 48, NUMBER 3   March. 2020   

Formed By And For Those Who Still Appreciate The CORVAIR Automobile     

Note: Membership dues are due July 1st  2019 for the 2019-2020 membership year 

please send to Dick Dahmer 53 Melberry Trail, Orchard Park, NY 14127 

   
 

  
 

I took the 65 Sport Sedan to the AACA show in Elma in June 2019. I actually took a first in class with the 

former Dennis Dorogi car. There was some serious competition in the class, I was surprised. Chuck Facklam 

was there with his HPOF 1960 Corvair. HPOF means Historic Preservation of Original Features, and this car 

appears as original as they come. This year’s show will be on June 14th at Elma Greens Park on Bowen Rd. 

in Elma. There are always plenty of the best cars around that appear at this event. More event pictures can be 

found here: https://www.flickr.com/photos/swi66/albums/72157709008042353 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/swi66/albums/72157709008042353


MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Club Membership - $10.00 per year for e-mail newsletter. $15 per year for postal newsletter.  Dues may be paid 

at monthly meeting or by mailing to: 

Dick Dahmer 53 Melberry Trail, Orchard Park, NY 14127  Membership year runs from July 1 to June 30. 
----------------------------------Membership APPLICATION------------------------------- 

NIAGARA FRONTIER CORVAIR CLUB 
NAME __________________________________________________________CORSA Member? Yes/No_________ 

 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY _________________________________ STATE ________________  ZIP ______________ 

 

PHONE _________________________ E-MAIL ADDRESS  _____________________________ 

 

DATE _____________________                         Check one: E-Mail ______ Postal ______ 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  NIAGARA FRONTIER CORVAIR CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NFCC Events and more! 
 

NFCC NEETING SCHEDULE 
 

March 13-15 - I-X PISTON POWERED AUTO 

RAMA - I-X Center, Cleveland, OH. INFO: 

http://www.pistonpowershow.com/ 
March  18th  Club meeting NY Grand Island 

Travel Plaza. Off of Whitehaven Rd. 7:00 PM  

March 21st Club Dinner Ripa’s Restaurant 

4218 Walden Avenue, Lancaster 5:00 PM 
March 29 - NIAGARA DRAG STRIP VIDEO 

REUNION - Buffalo Sports Garden, 2945 

Southwestern Blvd. (Rt 20), Orchard Park, NY.  

INFO:  Jeff 716-626-9337, Harv 716-772-2849 

April 9-11 Buffalo Motorama 

https://www.buffalomotorama.com/#2020-

motorama 

April 15th Club Meeting First Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Niagara Falls Boulevard Tonawanda 

May 3rd, 36th annual Rod & Customs Swap 

Meet at the Sanborn Farm Museum, 2660 

Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rt 31) Sanborn 7:00 

AM – 2:00 PM 

May 15-16 Dunkirk Swap Meet  
For the latest up to date listing of car shows and  

cruises, go here: 

http://www.showandcruisenews.com/ 

 

 
 

Niagara Frontier Corvair Club 

C/O Gary Swiatowy 

7838 Chestnut Ridge Road, 
Gasport, NY 14067 

 

----------ESTABLISHED 1973---------- 
 

A Chartered Chapter of the Corvair Society of America 
 

                          President                            Pat Murphy               (716) 861-8749 
                          Vice President              Joe Pendolino               (716) 837-5070 

            Secretary   John Dawley/Joe Pendolino (716) 832-8551 

           Treasurer             Dick Dahmer   (716) 480-7713 

           Membership            Joe Grifasi             (716) 688-6041 
  

Club Membership - $10.00 per year e-mail newsletter, $15 per year postal newsletter.  Dues may be paid at monthly meeting or by mailing: to the Club 
address above    .  Membership year runs from July 1 to June 30. 

Vair-iations Editor…….Gary Swiatowy 7838 Chestnut Ridge Road Gasport, NY 14067 

   (716) 439-5194                 Email….gswiatowy@rochester.rr.com    (716) 439-5194 

http://www.pistonpowershow.com/
https://www.buffalomotorama.com/#2020-motorama
https://www.buffalomotorama.com/#2020-motorama
http://www.showandcruisenews.com/


 
More pictures of Chuck Facklam’s 1960 

 
 

 
This vintage Rolls drew a crowd all day. So did 

the Cadillac below. 

 

Here is the link to the interview with James 

Sandoro by Channel 2 news with Scott Levin. 

Very intesting and informative. 

 
https://www.wgrz.com/article/life/people/get2know/get-2-

know-jim-sandoro/71-dad91d37-af79-41dc-919a-

df532642d2fc 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
And a Happy Birthday to Ralph Nader. February 27th, 1934. 

Ralph is to thank for keeping the Corvair in production for 

another 3 years instead of ending its run at the end of 1966 

production. 

Pictured above with the Corvair in the Museum of Tort Law 

he has in Winstead, Connecticut. 

 

 

 
 

MIT Electric Corvair 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wgrz.com%2Farticle%2Flife%2Fpeople%2Fget2know%2Fget-2-know-jim-sandoro%2F71-dad91d37-af79-41dc-919a-df532642d2fc&data=01%7C01%7CJim.Toellner%40wgrz.com%7C77716d03dfc14e122fe908d7ac4f6998%7Cccd8a79b7268413b878971f8b6f4c0df%7C0&sdata=zsTyV3Z%2By%2BUx%2BvNDzNjwKsHpzxvCLEvcVPXYdf12vjk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wgrz.com%2Farticle%2Flife%2Fpeople%2Fget2know%2Fget-2-know-jim-sandoro%2F71-dad91d37-af79-41dc-919a-df532642d2fc&data=01%7C01%7CJim.Toellner%40wgrz.com%7C77716d03dfc14e122fe908d7ac4f6998%7Cccd8a79b7268413b878971f8b6f4c0df%7C0&sdata=zsTyV3Z%2By%2BUx%2BvNDzNjwKsHpzxvCLEvcVPXYdf12vjk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wgrz.com%2Farticle%2Flife%2Fpeople%2Fget2know%2Fget-2-know-jim-sandoro%2F71-dad91d37-af79-41dc-919a-df532642d2fc&data=01%7C01%7CJim.Toellner%40wgrz.com%7C77716d03dfc14e122fe908d7ac4f6998%7Cccd8a79b7268413b878971f8b6f4c0df%7C0&sdata=zsTyV3Z%2By%2BUx%2BvNDzNjwKsHpzxvCLEvcVPXYdf12vjk%3D&reserved=0


 
Inside the MIT Corvair 
 

 
 

Look was featured on BuffaloCars.com  Real rides of WNY on 

March 4, 2020 picture was from the 2015 Buffalo History 

Museum Show. https://buffalocars.com/realrides-2037-030420 
 

 
Bob Guerin’s Rampside showed up as a Real Rides feature on 

Dec 12, 2019 https://buffalocars.com/realrides-1954-121219 

Picture from a Canal Fest show 
 

 

 
 

This Real Rides of WMY 60 Corvair was spotted in N 

Tonawanda and featured on September 20, 2019  

https://buffalocars.com/realrides-1872-092019 

 

 
 

In the brochure we learned that the 

1960 Chevrolet Corvair 700 Club 

Coupe was “one of two Club Coupe models 
priced within easy reach of any new car 

budget.” Which begs the question: What 

is a Club Coupe? Although the 
definitions of different body styles over 

the years have definitely taken a turn 

with the advent of the four-door coupe 
(a coupe was traditionally a two-door 

car), here’s the best way I know how to 
describe the way a coupe differs from a 

two-door sedan: 
 

A two-door sedan would usually have 
the same roof profile as its four-door 

sedan counterpart, while the coupe 
would have a shorter, more close-

coupled roofline. 
 

 

https://buffalocars.com/realrides-2037-030420
https://buffalocars.com/realrides-1954-121219
https://buffalocars.com/realrides-1872-092019


 
The NFCC has an upcoming meeting on 

Wednesday March 18th at the Western New York 

Travel Plaza opn Grand Island NY. Located just 

off the Whitehaven Rd exit. You can’t miss it! 

Our meeting is at 7:00 PM, but if you get there 

early you can look around the plaza, it has a store 

which sells NY items and is a bit interesting, see 

how your taz dollars are spent……lol 

 

Our meeting was changed to this location due to 

the First Trinity Church having Lenten Services 

on our normal meeting day. 

 

For anyone interested. Some of us are meeting at 

the Brick Oven Pizzeria and Pub at 2457 Grand 

Island Boulevard for dinner prior to the meeting.  

Great food! 

http://brickovenpizzagrandisland.com/ 

 

It may be too early to bring out your Vair. But 

you never know! Looks like an early spring. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

WANTED 
 

Articles, pictures, items for the newsletter. 

Are you looking for parts? 

A project car? 

Do you have parts to sell? 

e-mail your newsletter editor at 

gswiatowy@rochester.rr.com 

 

Are you working on a project? 

Did you attend an event you want to share with us? 

Did you take a picture of your car at a cool location? 

Do you have a picture of you and your car, or with 

your kids or grandkids you want to share with the rest 

of the club? 

 

I’m looking for filler for these pages. 

Found a great build article on Corvair Center Forum 
http://corvaircenter.com/phorum/read.php?1,879581,page=1 

 

 
Below is how it looked when new, followed by how it looks 

now. 

 
 

There is lots of details in this article, a good read. 

 

 

http://brickovenpizzagrandisland.com/
mailto:gswiatowy@rochester.rr.com
http://corvaircenter.com/phorum/read.php?1,879581,page=1


 
 

This is a painting of the van when it was presented to the fire department, 


