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MARCH 2024 ESTABLISHED 1976HTTP://WWW.CORVAIR.ORG/CHAPTERS/LVCC

The Fifth Wheel is published monthly by Lehigh Valley Corvair Club Inc.
(LVCC), a chapter of the Corvair Society of America. We accept articles
of interest to Corvair owners for publication. Classified advertising of
interest to Corvair owners is available free of charge to all persons.
Commercial advertising is also available on a fee basis. For details,
email our newsletter editor, Allan Lacki, redbat01@verizon.net.

In this issue: Pages of Corvair performance & accessory advertisements
from the August 1962 issue of Car Life magazine!
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On the next page, you’ll find a full-page ad for EMPI per-
formance parts for Corvairs. Way back, in the 1960s, a com-
pany named EMPI sold performance and accessory parts for
Volkswagens and Corvairs.

EMPI was one of many companies hawking accessories for
foreign and compact cars at that time. So many of those
companies came and went: IECO, EELCO, Runyon,
Latham, Judson and others. But a few survived and EMPI is
one of survivors. Here it is, 2024, and they are still going
strong.

Not surprising, EMPI no longer sells parts for Corvairs. But
true to form, they still specialize in parts for cars with air-
cooled engines, namely Volkswagens. They sell parts under
their own name as well as other manufacturers.

So, in the EMPI list of products, you’ll see parts manufac-
tured not only by EMPI, but also Moroso, Kennedy, ARP,
Pertronix, Wildwood and many more. EMPI is the middle-
man for those other manufacturers, a jobber.

The array of parts is really outstanding. The online catalog
includes everything from carburetor jets to long block en-
gines. And they are serious about their engines. “EMPI
Long Block Engines are hand assembled in Southern Califor-
nia with all-new all-EMPI matched and approved compo-
nents by VW racing legend Jack Sacchette….No core re-

quired, no long lead times.”.

Getting back to the old days, the ad shown on page 3 indi-
cates EMPI used to deal only in mail-order sales. Fill out the
handy coupon, mail it in, and receive their catalog. Fill out
an order form, enclose it in an envelope with a check and
they mail the parts to your door. Direct sales. Now, their
catalog is online and to buy EMPI parts, you need to contact
a local EMPI dealer. So, you are no longer dealing directly
with the company, which by the way, is located in Anaheim,
California.

You may be wondering how to find an EMPI dealer. It’s ac-
tually pretty easy. They are listed on the EMPI website and –
get this – there are 923 of them across the world. There’s
even a dealer in Bangkok!

Check out their website at https://empius.com/ Or visit them
on Facebook.

OK, now for the big question: The word “EMPI” an acro-
nym. What does it stand for?

Car Life’s Special Corvair Issue!

Hi Everybody! This month’s Fifth Wheel is chock-full ‘o
ads from the August 1962 issue of Car Life magazine. It was
Car Life’s “Special Corvair Issue”.

LVCC VP John Egerton lent his copy of this collectible
magazine to your Editor who then scanned the ads and pasted
them here. It’s amazing to see all the aftermarket parts and
accessories that were offered for Corvairs back in ‘62.

In addition to the ads, which are always fun to read because
of the ridiculously low prices being demanded for the parts,
the August 1962 issue had lots of articles that should be near
and dear to all Corvair enthusiasts. Topics included road
tests on the 102 hp Monza, 150 hp Monza Spyder, GM’s Su-
per Spyder, John Fitch Sprint, Corvair Speciale - pronounced
“speh-chal-ehe” - by Pininfarina, Gene Windfield’s wild
Forecasta showcar, and an technical article titled “Inside the
Corvair Engine”.

Trivia: John’s copy of that Car Life magazine still has the
original mailing label attached, so we know it was originally
sent to a person named “John Karc” in Bath, PA. Is anybody
familiar with that name? Was Mr. Karc a Corvair guy?

Shown above. EMPI VW 1914 cc long block en-
gine. List price: $6,701.05 as shown. 12 month /
12,000 mile warrantee. A rebuilt Corvair engine
can set you back even more...
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Meeting Minutes

Lehigh Valley Corvair Club
February 10, 2024

Starlite Diner
Allentown, PA

President Allan Lacki called the meet-
ing to order at 9:05 AM. In attendance
were Larry Asheuer, Ken Cush, Bill
Dittrich, Greg Dittrich, John Egerton,
Rich Greene, Joan Lacki, Allan Lacki,
Jeff Marvill (Guest), Scott Oberholzer,
Dan Schmidt, Jeff Strausser and Bob
Weideman.

Per a motion made and seconded by
Greg Dittrich and John Egerton respec-
tively, the minutes of the January 10th

meeting, as published in the last Fifth
Wheel were approved by acclamation.

Per a motion made and seconded by
Dan Schmidt and Jeff Strausser respec-
tively, the treasury report as published
in the last Fifth Wheel newsletter were
approved by acclamation. We now
have $2,055 in the club’s bank ac-
count. Joan Lacki noted that a good
portion of this money is attributable to
members signing up – and paying dues
for – two-years instead of just one.

Old Business:

Jeff Strausser reported that he expects
his rebuilt Powerglide automatic trans-
mission will be delivered next week.
The transmission is being rebuilt by
Fatsco Transmission Parts of Pine
Brook, New Jersey. Fatsco specializes
in transmissions for antique cars and
has a huge inventory of repair parts for
them. Jeff noted that, if they don’t
have a particular part in stock, they
reproduce it from scratch in their own
shop.

After the transmission arrives, Jeff will
be tasked with bolting the transmis-
sion, differential and bell-housing back
together and installing the complete
powertrain back into his Corvair. This
is NOT a one man job so we’re look-
ing for a couple of good volunteers to
lend a hand.

New Business:

Allan Lacki announced that, next Satur-
day, February 17, the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Corvair Enthusiasts will be
holding it annual Corvair Parts Auction
at the Elks Lodge in Pompton Lakes,
New Jersey. This is a popular event
that draws people – and their Corvair
parts – from New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania and even as far as Vir-
ginia. (Complete details are posted
here: https://www.corvair.org/chapters/
njace/auctions.html)

Allan Lacki talked about the Corvair
Society of America convention to be
held during the week beginning July 22
in Dayton, Ohio. The event will in-
clude a judged Concours car show, Cor-
vair people’s choice car show, rally,
economy run, autocross, tech sessions,
meetings and a banquet. Online regis-

tration will open later this month
(February) and half of the rooms at the
host hotel are already reserved.

New member Ken Cush passed around
a 1962-vintage Corvair post card for
all to see. He noted that the post card
image features a woman in the driver’s
seat of a 4-door Monza sedan – an ob-
vious appeal to potential female buy-
ers!

Rich Greene led a discussion about
Corvair Corsas. Did the Corsa pack-
age include quick ratio steering and
heavy duty suspension? Or were they
ala carte options that had to be ordered
separately when filling out the order
sheet for a new Corsa? (Answer:
They had to be ordered ala carte).

John Egerton reminded everyone about
(Continued on page 6)
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Wheels Museum where we can talk about our options.
Will we continue to meet at the AOW, will we move to the
Starlite, or will we search for another place? Come on out
and we will decide.

Date, Place and Time: March 16, 2024. LVCC Meeting at
the America on Wheels Museum at 10 AM. This the third
Saturday of the month. See map on Page 10.

Tech Tip
by Brian O’Neill

I got to thinking recently about driving our Corvairs. Unfor-
tunately, many of our members will say, yes, I drive my Cor-
vair. But what they mean is they drive it in the warm
weather. Many of our cars sleep all winter long. Yes, you
don’t get any salt or snow on the car but there are some
downsides.

I’m not advocating that you go out there in the next snow-
storm to prove how great a Corvair can be in the snow. What
I am advocating is that when there is no snow on the ground
and the roads are clean and dry, take your Corvair out for half
an hour or so. Why?

Because letting the car sit for a couple of months can have
some effects that are not all that great. First of all, your oil
can start to break down especially if you didn’t put new oil in
the engine just before you put the cart asleep. Tires get flat
spotted. Sure, they go back to round after a while but do you
really want that thumping noise first time you drive the car?

Also, the lifters in the engine bleed down and sometimes can
take as much as 20 minutes of driving to pump back up. You
can let the engine idle for a long, long time and they will not
pump up they as need to be under load.

Another thing that can happen is that the valve springs take a
“set” in the position they are in when you shut off the engine
and parked the car for a couple of months. Again, no serious
long-term issues but it makes starting the car hard and when
you do get it to run it runs poorly.

So, when the roads are clean and dry take that car for a spin!
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our own club’s Corvair Parts Swap Meet to be held in April.
Among other things, John asked Al Lacki to inquire about
renting a porta-potty for the event, seeing how last year’s fa-
cilities were a bit – ahem – “casual”. Al graciously accepted
the assignment in keeping with his status as LVCC President!

Adjournment

At 10:30 AM, Jeff Strausser made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded be Rich Greene and approved by accla-
mation.

Back Burner Items

Not discussed but not forgotten: Ideas for additional LVCC
events such as a covered bridge road tour and visits to the
Old Spokes and Mack Truck museums.

Treasury Report
By Joan Lacki

Our Next Meeting!

How did y’all like our breakfast meeting at the Starlite Diner
last month? I think the food was fine, the prices reasonable
and we had the privacy we needed to conduct a good meet-
ing. And most importantly, we had record attendance, and
that’s what we’re looking for.

On the other hand, we were seated in a long table that made it
somewhat challenging for folks at one end to converse with
folks at the other end, and there was a time limit, too.

Whatever. For March, we’re going back to the America on

Beginning Balance: Jan 31, 2024 2,055.35$

Receipts:

Membership Dues:

Steve Bauman (Renewal) 35.00$

Joseph & Christine Casaleiz 20.00$

Total Receipts 55.00$

Expenses:

Newsletter Expense (Allan Lacki) (10.07)$

CORSA Annual Chapter Fee (35.00)$

Total Expenses (45.07)$

Ending Balance: Feb 29, 2024 2,065.28$
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Cruise Nights

Interested in doing a cruise night? Go to https://carcruisefinder.com/ It's easy to use and lists more cruise events than we could
possibly fit in this newsletter!

Car Shows and Other Events: LVCC-Sanctioned Events denoted with a check mark like this: 

March 23 & 24, 2024 – Mid Atlantic Indoor Nationals
Location: Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, 100 Station Ave., Oaks, PA. Time: Saturday, 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. Sunday, 9:00
AM – 4:00 PM. Mid Atlantic Indoor Nationals, is a custom car truck and bike show that takes place on the outskirts of Philadel-
phia, inside The Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, PA The event showcases nearly 300 vehicles, includes around 60
vendors, great entertainment and eateries.. Website: https://motoramaproductions.com/main-vehicle-reg-1 Phone: 717 307-5466.

Saturday April 13, 2024 - LVCC's All-Corvair Swap Meet 
Location: Egerton's Farm, 2510 Community Drive, Bath, PA 18014. Time: 9 AM to 3 PM. Rain or shine. Price: Free for sellers,
free for buyers, free admission, free parking. Buy & sell Corvairs, Corvair parts and Corvair-related items only. Sellers - bring
your own tables or tarps or canopies. Buyers - bring cash! This event will be held rain or shine! Refreshments available. Contact
John Egerton, (610) 217-0514, jegerton@ptd.net

Sunday May 19, 2024 Corvair Ranch Open House
Location: Corvair Ranch, 1079 Bon-Ox Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325. Time: 9 AM ‘til whenever. This is a Corvair owner
meet-up. Come enjoy our hospitality, good food, games, raffles, prizes (plus a $100 gift certificate grand prize), and most im-
portantly, the company and friendship of many other Corvair enthusiasts. All this, while finding that NOS, Remanufactured and
used parts to keep your Corvair looking great and running smooth. Take a tour of our complete grounds including our "field of
dreams" (around 600 Corvairs) . Hope to see you there in your Vair! Hosted by the Central Pennsylvania Corvair Club. Contact
Tom Rahochik. Phone: 717-624-2805. E-mail: findit@theranch.today

Sunday June 2, 2024 - General Motors on Display Car Show
Location: Macungie Memorial Park (home of Das Awkscht Fescht), Rt. 100, center of Macungie, Pa. Time: 9 AM to 5 PM. Day
of Show Price: $15 per vehicle. No judging or trophies. High quality dash plaques for the first 100 registered vehicles excluding
cars for sale. Door prizes will be awarded by drawing. Flea market spaces 20’x20’ $15.00 pre-registered, $20.00 day of show.
Vendors must furnish tables. For Sale signs are not permitted on the show field. Car corral available. Contact: Rosemary & Don
Haley, 9 Beryl Rd.; Paoli, PA 19301. Phone: (610) 608-7904 Email: gmondis-
play@gmail.com

Saturday, June 8, 2024 - Fleetwood Rotary Show of Wheels Car Show
Location: 334 West Main Street, Fleetwood, PA 19522. Time: 8 AM to 4 PM. Day
of Show Price: $20 per vehicle. People’s Choice judging (No Corvair class). Flea
market & vendor spaces: $20 (must register by June 3). Food, door prizes, 50/50, rub-
ber duck races in the creek! Contact info: Gary Eberly (484) 332-1056,
garye@effectivegs.com

July 22 to July 25, 2024 - 2024 CORSA International Convention – Dayton
Location: Marriott at the University of Dayton, 1414 South Patterson Boulevard, Day-
ton, Ohio 45409. The Dayton Corvair Club, the Corvair Club of Cincinnati, and the
Columbus Mid-Ohio Vair Force had have worked together to host this event and they
are eagerly awaiting to welcome you. Schedule includes all-Corvair car show, con-
cours, rally, economy run, tech sessions and more. Hotel reservations can be made
now! Call 1 937-223-1000 to reach the hotel. Registration for convention events will
open in late February. Remember – You need to be a CORSA member to sign up!
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For Sale: 1962 Chevrolet Corvair Monza convertible. Black exterior with a red interior and white top. The exte-
rior condition is good. The interior is good to very good. Some surface rust underneath. The car runs and drives great. Not sure
of the horsepower. Powerglide automatic transmission. 57,000 original miles. The title is available. Asking $10,000. Contact:
Peter Baumbach. Harleysville, PA. Email: pgblab@verizon.net Phone: (610) 844-4415

A&L Corvair Parts: New Parts: Brakes hoses, air filters, oil filters, tune-up parts, brake shoes, shocks, tail light lenses,
gaskets, plugs, cables, choke pull offs, electrical switches, gas filters, caps, backup switches, suspension parts, engine bearings,
valves, emblems, exhaust, turbo parts, patch panels, early bezels, head studs, 140 exhaust extractors, Y pipes, mufflers, fuzzies,
clutch cables, lower bracket, heim joints, models, magazines, CORSA magazines, Hot Wheels, Racing Champions cars and
much, much more. Contact Larry for pricing. Used Parts: Too many to list. Larry Asheuer Call 267-994-1569 or email: a-
lcorvair@msn.com

Sky King Automotive Services: Now offering Corvair head work. Valve-seat grinding, Pro Flow grinding/ polishing,
cleaning-cutting head gasket surfaces, de-flashing , thread repair. (I have measurement equip to confirm correct gasket surface
depths). HV carb rebuilding. Top engine cover modifications for one gasket, no more leaks! Sound proofing interiors, gas tank
replacements, as well as rear and front axle bearing units. Late rears in stock! Bob King kcorvair@ptd.net or text/call to 610-
442-2873.

Jeff Marvill’s Suspension Services: I have over 45 years of suspension experience and I'm extremely experienced with
the Corvair suspension systems as well as all other makes of vintage cars. I also have a computerized alignment system here so
all repairs can remain in house. Now that I'm retired, I have more available time to repair these great cars. I can be reached at
267-424-4911 .Jeff Marvill, Perkasie, PA
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Next Meeting Date: Saturday March 16, 2024
Start Time: 10 AM
Place: America On Wheels Museum
5 North Front Street
Allentown, PA 18102

President & Newsletter Editor: Allan Lacki Phone: (610) 927-1583 Email: redbat01@verizon.net
Vice Pres: John Egerton Phone: (610) 217-0514 Email: jegerton@ptd.net
Secretary: Robert Marlow Phone: (201) 444-1859 Email: rmarlow4040@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joan Lacki Phone: (610) 927-1583 Email: joantlacki@verizon.net

®

Our 50th Anniversary - 2023

SPECIAL SALES EVERY MONTH- each month we’ll send an email (if you have signed up) and list in a sale section
on our Home page www.corvair.com FREE 50th MEMENTO gifts with your first order in 2023

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 (413) 625-9776 www.

corvair.com email: clarks@corvair.com CATALOG- over 450 pages, free with an order, $8 postpaid in
USA


