
 1 

 April  2024  Volume  60-4 

 March  Meeting 

 Our  monthly  meeting  took  place  on  March  12,  which  began  with  a  somber  note.  Mike  Dawson  provided  an 
 update  on  Kevin  Koch  during  our  recent  meeting.  Sadly,  Mike  shared  with  us  that  Kevin  had  received  last 
 rites.  It  is  with  heavy  hearts  that  we  inform  you  of  Kevin  Koch's  passing  on  Thursday,  March  14,  2024. 

 Membership  chair,  Don  Wagner,  introduced  some  new  members  to  the  club.  Additionally,  we  had  the 
 pleasure  of  hosting  the  following  visitors: 

 ●  Wyatt  Kimberlin,  great-grandson  of  Kat  and  Charles  King,  visiting  from  Blair,  KS. 
 ●  Jay  and  Sherree  Johnson  from  Aurora,  MO,  owners  of  a  1962  Rampside  with  80hp  and  a  3-speed 

 transmission,  having  owned  it  for  a  year. 
 ●  Geoffrey  and  Melanie  Power  from  Ozark,  MO,  proud  owners  of  a  1965  2-door  coupe  with  110hp  and 

 an  automatic  transmission,  having  owned  it  for  three  months. 
 ●  Christopher  and  Charlotte  Sperry  from  Warrensburg,  MO,  owners  of  a  1967  Monza  named  "K  Bam"  for 

 the  past  eight  months. 

 After  hearing  from  Don,  secretary  Paula  Roberts  read  the  minutes  from  the  February  13  meeting,  and  they 
 were  approved  as  read.  Treasurer  Cindy  Anders  gave  our  financial  standing  in  her  report.  We’ve  been 
 receiving  dues,  made  a  donation  to  the  American  Cancer  Society  in  honor  of  Joel  Ipjian,  Sheila  Carlino’s 
 brother,  and  sent  deposits  for  our  Christmas  party.  Continued  on  page  4 
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 HACOA  Calendar  at  a  glance 
 Date  Event 

 Tuesday,  April  9  Monthly  meeting,  Paul  and  Jack’s  Tavern,  North  Kansas  City,  MO 

 Tuesday,  May  14  HACOA  Annual  charity  auction,  Paul  and  Jack’s  Tavern,  North  Kansas  City,  MO 

 Saturday,  June  1  Tech  session,  Dawson  residence,  Belton,  MO 

 President’s  Corner 

 Our  last  meeting  began  with  the  saddest  of  news.  Our  dear  friend,  Kevin  Koch,  after  fighting  a  hard  battle  to 
 stay  as  long  as  possible  with  his  wife  Ada,  was  not  doing  well,  and  he  gave  it  up  to  the  will  of  a  higher  power 
 two  days  later.  His  friends  in  HACOA  showed  how  much  they  cared  for  this  wonderful  man  by  attending  his 
 farewell  visitations,  and  I  know  we  gave  Ada  comfort. 

 MARCH  MADNESS?  I  don't  know  about  that.  I  don't  mind  the  occasional  cloudy,  cool  days.  We  have  had  so 
 much  sunshine  and  warm  days,  we  can't  help  but  believe  that  spring  is  already  blooming  and  we're  already 
 tuning,  preparing  for  a  fun-filled  spring. 

 Nothing  has  been  going  on  with  me  for  a  while.  I  go  to  my  garage  and  look  at  my  “Babies”  sitting  there 
 quietly,  perk  and  pretty,  adorned  with  our  new  HACOA  decals.  All  I  have  to  do  is  give  them  a  bottle  of  oil  when 
 needed  because  they  don't  need  “changed”  for  a  while.  I  did  have  them  in  for  a  check  up  with  my  physicians, 
 I  mean  technicians  (Mike  and  Scott),  this  last  winter.  KIT  had  some  repairs  on  her  innards  and  KANDY 
 needed  repairs  on  her  back  eyes  and  winker.  She  also  got  a  new  Easter  bonnet.  I  just  bathed  them  both  and 
 filled  their  little  bellies  up.  Air  was  still  good...no  burps.  So  we  are  all  good  to  go! 

 Speaking  of  garages,  time  to  clean  out  yours  and  find  some  interesting  “treasures”  to  bring  to  the  auction  in 
 May.  Old,  new,  unique,  or  just  “tasteful”,  we  will  fight  over  anything,  whether  we  need  them  or  not.  So  much 
 fun! 

 We  have  several  new  members  since  our  last  meeting.  I  personally  welcome  you  to  our  crazy  family.  We 
 have  a  couple  of  new  Corvair  purchases  too.  I  am  hearing  of  transformations  going  on  from  junk  to  jewels. 
 Exactly  the  goal  of  our  whole  existence,  right?  Tell  us  more  at  the  meeting. 

 I  would  especially  like  to  see  my  “Vair  friends”  show  up  for  the  parade  in  St.  Joe  for  me.  Usually  I  merge  with 
 the  Street  Rods  here.  Nope!  This  is  for  Corvairs  only!  No  RSVP  needed.  Just  come.  Read  the  parade  details 
 in  this  VairCor  .  Thanks. 

 Kat  King 
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 The  Preventive  Maintenance  Series  Mike  Dawson 

    In  Memory  of  Dr.  Kevin  Koch. 
   
    Kevin  was  a  HACOA  member  and  wonderful  friend  for  35  years;  losing  him  March  14  was  extremely 

 sad  after  we  all  had  followed  his  struggle  with  cancer  for  over  two  years.  He  constantly  applauded  his 
 wife  Ada  for  her  care-giving  during  that  difficult  time  and  he  completed  his  final  days  with  great  dignity. 

   
    I  met  Kevin  and  Ada  when  they  came  by  the  Small  Car  Shop  that  Charlie  Clark  and  I  operated  in 

 Lenexa.  That  was  in  the  fall  of  1989  when  they  had  just  moved  to  Kansas  City  where  Kevin  began  his 
 long  career  with  the  Shawnee-Mission  Hospital  Emergency  Room.  He  was  looking  for  an  auto  repair 
 shop  where  he  could  have  his  late  model  Monza  convertible  serviced  when  necessary,  and  I  was 
 delighted  to  have  a  new  customer  who  shared  my  love  of  all  things  Corvair!  The  Koch's  quickly  joined 
 HACOA  and  over  the  next  three  decades  Kevin  owned  multiple  Corvair  cars  and  one  Rampside.  He 
 kept  the  Rampside  for  over  30  years,  driving  it  to  car  shows,  parades  and  even  moving  artwork  for 
 Ada.  Kevin  always  selected  close-to-original  vehicles,  finding  satisfaction  searching  history,  finding 
 parts  and  bringing  the  cars  up  to  their  full  potential.  The  last  two  Corvairs  in  the  Koch  garage  are  the 
 '63  Rampside  and  the  more  recent  '65  Monza  sedan  that  Kevin  devoted  much  love  to,  including 
 adding  A/C  and  a  doors-off  paint  job. 

   
    Over  the  years  Kevin  served  HACOA  in  many  capacities;  he  prepared  numerous  local  history  tours, 

 served  on  committees,  held  the  office  of  President  in  1994  &  1995  and  all  the  attendees  will 
 remember  the  wonderful  socials  that  he  and  Ada  sponsored.  Their  home  in  Prairie  Village  was  the 
 site  of  Christmas  parties  for  several  years  before  they  downsized  back  to  the  Plaza  area.  Kevin  put 
 on  many  meeting  programs  where  he  provided  Corvair  themed  history,  useful  medical  information 
 and  my  favorite:  Tales  From  the  Emergency  Room  . 

   
    I  feel  so  privileged  to  have  been  Kevin's  chief  Corvair  mechanic  and  great  friend  for  all  those  years, 

 but  I  find  it  tragic  that  Kevin  saved  so  many  lives  over  the  course  of  his  career  but  in  the  end  his 
 profession  could  not  save  his.  Perhaps  his  treatments  provided  feedback  for  cures  in  the  future. 

   
    The  family  obituary  can  be  found  at:  https://signaturefunerals.com/kevin-koch/ 
   
   

https://signaturefunerals.com/kevin-koch/
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 March  meeting,  continued  from  page  1 

 Committee  Reports: 

 ●  Membership:  Don  Wagner  welcomed  new  members  and  visitors. 
 ●  Newsletter:  Chris  and  Meaghan  Green  had  no  updates. 
 ●  Website:  Travis  Bolton  is  currently  home  with  the  COVID  virus. 
 ●  Parades:  Kat  King  announced  the  upcoming  parade  on  May  5. 
 ●  Tool  Crib:  Scott  Allison  explained  the  purpose  of  the  Tool  Crib  for  new  members  and  introduced  Ken 

 as  the  attendant  who  loans  out  tools,  appreciating  small  donations. 
 ●  Social  Chair:  Scott  announced  upcoming  events. 

 On  the  project  front,  various  members  are  working  on  projects,  with  Dominick  Allen,  Adam  Fisher,  Mike 
 Kliethermes,  and  Tanner  moving  to  Wichita.  Additionally,  Paul  Sergeant  and  Scott  are  collaborating  on  a 
 project,  while  John  Weisensee  has  sold  his  Corvair. 

 In  old  business,  the  2024  Spring  Dust  off  at  the  Mellies  has  been  rescheduled  for  May  31,  2025.  The  June  1 
 Tech  session  at  Mike  and  Sandy  Dawson’s  will  include  the  presentation  of  the  Mellies  trophy,  and  presence 
 at  the  Tech  Session  is  required  for  eligibility. 

 For  Your  Information: 

 ●  Nominations  for  the  Mellies  Cup  are  open  to  board  members,  with  each  nominee  being  put  on  a 
 ballot.  The  winner,  determined  by  votes  from  present  members,  will  receive  the  award. 

 ●  The  Annual  Christmas  Party  is  scheduled  for  December  6  at  St  Andrews  Golf  Club,  featuring  a  white 
 elephant  gift  exchange  and  buffet-style  dinner  for  $35.00  per  person. 

 ●  The  60th  Anniversary  Celebration  will  also  take  place  on  December  6. 

 For  new  business,  suggestions  for  organizations  or  charities  for  the  HACOA  club  to  donate  auction  proceeds 
 to  are  welcome.  Additionally,  decals  commemorating  the  60th  Anniversary  are  available  for  sale,  overseen  by 
 Mike  Kliethermes.  No  program  was  scheduled  for  the  evening,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  7:54  pm. 
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 Classifieds 

 Parts  for  Sale 

 Bob  Shellhorn  has  some  parts  he  would  like  to  sell,  including: 
 3  -  14"  2  bar  spinner  Corvair  wire  spoked  hubcaps  -  $25  each 
 1  -  13"  2  bar  spinner  Corvair  wire  spoked  hubcap  -  $25 
 8  -  13"  stainless  steel  LM  Corvair  hubcaps,  most  with  plastic  center  caps  but  of  poor  condition,  $15  each 
 3  -  LM  dash  instrument  panel  with  most  gauges 
 chrome  trim  handles,  lots  of  misc.  engine  components,  carb.  bodies,  etc. 
 No  blocks,  intakes,  drive  train,  or  body  sheetmetal. 
 Contact  Bob  Shellhorn  at  Bshell46@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:Bshell46@sbcglobal.net
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 Classifieds,  continued 
 1963  Corvair/Clam  Digger  dune  buggy  for  sale.  All  Corvair  running  gear  and  suspension,  including  1965  140 
 HP  engine  with  centermount  carburetor,  dual  point  distributor,  and  electric  fuel  pump.  Running  gear  includes 
 a  ‘64  4-speed  transaxle  with  transverse  spring  and  new  13  inch  tires.  Needs  some  wiring  work.  Asking 
 $3,500.  Contact  Dick  Berger  678-650-4246. 

 Space  for  rent 
 Charlie  Clark  has  a  spot  available  in  his  shop  if  anyone  needs  a  place  to  work  on  their  car.  The  rate  is  $220 
 per  month  and  is  available  now.  Call  Charlie  913-432-9630 

 MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  ANNUAL  DUES 

 It’s  that  time  of  year  again!  It’s  time  to  start  thinking  toward  the  new  year,  and  time  to  dig  deep  into  your 
 wallet  and  pull  out  the  $15  or  check  to  send  in  for  renewal  of  your  membership  in  the  Heart  of  America 
 Corvair  Owners  Association  Club.  Club  dues  are  due  by  the  end  of  January,  but  can  be  sent  in  before  then 
 (and  we’d  love  it  if  you  could  renew  early  to  help  with  paperwork). 

 We  don’t  take  your  membership  in  the  Club  for  granted,  and  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  support 
 every  member  provides  in  being  able  to  keep  the  Corvair  out  in  front  of  the  public  to  enjoy.  So,  thank 
 you  all  for  all  you  do,  and  now  go  get  that  checkbook  and  renew  today!  Don’t  wait! 

 To  help  our  Treasurer,  Cindy  Anders  manage  the  books  effectively,  we  ask  that  everyone  please  send  their 
 dues  renewal  check  in  no  later  than  the  end  of  January,  2024  to  the  following  address:  Mike  Dawson, 
 16001  Oakland  Ave,  Belton,  MO  64012.  Or,  Cindy  Anders  will  be  our  treasurer  starting  again  in  January 
 and  your  dues  will  need  to  be  paid  to  her  at  that  time.  Her  address  is  202  Manor  Drive  Belton,  MO  64012. 
 You  can  always  pay  in  person  at  the  December,  and  January  meetings.  We’d  like  to  close  the  books  on  the 
 2023  Membership  Drive  by  the  end  of  January,  and  your  support  in  the  meeting  of  that  goal  would  be 
 greatly  appreciated. 

 When  you  are  paying  your  next  year’s  dues  please  update  any  information  that  needs  to  be  corrected  in  the 
 club  roster.  Check  the  roster  information  to  make  sure  that  your  home  address,  email  address,  cars,  cell 
 phone  No.,  as  well  as  your  home  phone  No.  are  correct. 

 *****  A  reminder  to  update  your  CORSA  membership  and  strongly  encourage  to  support  the  national 
 organization,  which  works  to  support  our  local  effects  through  an  event  liability  insurance  policy, 
 advertising  of  events  in  the  national  publications,  and  inclusion  in  online  tech  sessions  and  Zoom 
 meetings. 
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 What’s  Happening? 

 ST  JOE  -  NORTHSIDE  PARADE 
 APRIL  27  8:30  am 

 HACOA  is  invited  to  participate  in  the  St.  Joe  Northside  Parade. 
 This  is  an  invite  for  Corvairs  only  (will  not  merge  with 
 NWMSR  Street  Rods  club).  Instead  of  a  fee,  they  ask  us  to  bring 
 some  canned  goods  for  the  Second  Harvest  Food  Bank.  We  have 
 HACOA  banners  to  attach,  and  would  like  to  see  US  flags  on 
 each  car,  if  possible. 

 Everyone  will  meet  in  St.  Joseph  at  Perkins  Restaurant 
 parking  lot  at  8:30  AM.  This  is  one  block  west  of  the  Stoney 
 Creek  Hotel,  where  we  had  our  Round-up. 
 3900  Frederick  Ave.  (I-29  /  exit  47). 

 Kat  will  lead  the  group  down  around  the  parkway,  passing  Corby 
 Pond,  to  the  line  up.  The  staging  area  is  at  Mapleleaf  Blvd  and 
 Middleton  St.  (behind  Taco  Bandito). 

 The  parade  starts  at  Taco  Bandito  about  9–9:15  AM.  It  travels 
 north  on  St.  Joseph  Avenue  (20  –  25  blocks)  and  disperses  at  the 
 Krug  Park  entrance.  For  those  of  you  that  went  on  the  dice  run 
 during  the  Round-up,  this  is  the  park  with  all  the  curvy  hills,  a  lagoon,  and  several  tunnels. 

 At  the  end  of  the  parade,  we  will  enter  and  loop  Krug  Park  and  curve  around  to  the  Children's  Circus 
 Castle.  There  we  can  park  in  a  beautiful  setting  of  100  year  old  brick  and  stone  architecture.  Nice 
 photo  op  looking  down  on  the  cars  from  the  Castle.  Also,  there  is  a  unique  playground  on  top  that  you 
 must  see.  My  childhood  favorite. 

 I  don’t  know  how  many  people  will  show  up,  so  when  we  leave  the  park,  we'll  go  directly  back 
 to  Perkins  and  have  lunch  together.  My  hope  is  a  showing  of  at  least  ten  Corvairs. 

 You  do  not  have  to  RSVP,  just  show  up! 

 KAT  KING.  My  home  number  is  816-233-0312  and  email  is:  katlax@netzero.net 

mailto:katlax@netzero.net
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 Time  to  get  out! 

 Car  show  and  parade  season  is  upon  us  so  be  sure  to  snap  a  few  photos  if  you  attend  one  and  share  it  with 
 the  newsletter! 

 hacoa1news@gmail.com 

 If  you’re  looking  for  a  place  to  stay  while  visiting  Hastings,  check  out  the  Corv-AIR  BnB: 
 https://www.shadesclassiccars.com/cor-vair-bnb/ 

mailto:hacoa1news@gmail.com
https://www.shadesclassiccars.com/cor-vair-bnb/
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 Rearview  Mirror 

 A  look  at  the  past  60+  years  of  HACOA  and  the  Corvair. 
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 Sixty  Years  Of  HACOA  Presidents 

 1964.  Gene  Caldwell 
 1965.  Gene  Caldwell 
 1966.  Wilbur  Nott 
 1967.  Wilbur  Nott 
 1968.  Mike  Dawson  (1) 

 Jim  Anderson 
 1969.  Jim  Anderson 
 1970.  Bill  Cook 
 1971.  Mike  Jones 
 1972.  Mike  Jones 
 1973.  Dick  LeClaire 
 1974.  Mike  Nott 
 1975.  Jim  Anderson 
 1976.  Bob  Whitsitt  (2) 

 Bill  Martin 
 1977.  Dick  Berger 
 1978.  Mike  Dawson 
 1979.  Tom  Prather 
 1980.  Mike  Dawson 
 1981.  Mike  Dawson 
 1982.  Bernard  McCarty 
 1983.  Bob  Brought 

 1984.  Bob  Brought 
 1985.  Fred  Bybee 
 1986.  Fred  Bybee 
 1987.  Chris  Short 
 1988.  Sharon  Bybee 
 1989.  Sharon  Bybee 
 1990.  Karl  Cozad 
 1991.  Karl  Cozad 
 1992.  Mike  Dawson 
 1993.  Mike  Dawson 
 1994.  Kevin  Koch 
 1995.  Kevin  Koch 
 1996.  Bob  Shellhorn 
 1997.  Bob  Shellhorn 
 1998.  Keith  Miller 
 1999.  Keith  Miller 
 2000.  Chris  Cushman 
 2001.  Chris  Cushman 
 2002.  Steve  Langford 
 2003.  Steve  Langford 
 2004.  Karl  Cozad 
 2005.  Karl  Cozad 

 2006.  Travis  Bolton 
 2007.  Travis  Bolton 
 2008.  Don  Wagner 
 2009.  Don  Wagner 
 2010  Scott  Allison 
 2011  Scott  Allison 
 2012  Don  Barta 
 2013  Don  Barta 
 2014  Cliff  Carlino 
 2015  Cliff  Carlino 
 2016  Mike  Dawson 
 2017  Mike  Dawson 
 2018  Scott  Allison 
 2019  Scott  Allison 
 2020  Travis  Bolton 
 2021  Travis  Bolton 
 2022  Scott  Allison 
 2023  Scott  Allison 
 2024  Kat  King 

 (1)  Left  office  for  military  service 
 (2)  Left  office  for  business  reasons 
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 Remember→  CORSA  Membership  Perks: 

 1)  CORSA  now  has  a  formal  relationship  with  Mecum  auctions!  Your  membership  in  CORSA  now  permits  you  to 
 purchase  the  $200  bidders  registration  for  just  $100!! 

 2)  We  have  many  fresh  new  items  of  CORSA-wear  now  available  on  our  website.  www.corvair.org 
 <http://www.corvair.org>  .  We  have  a  new  vendor,  new  artwork  and  new  items.  I  think  you’ll  be  excited  about  the 
 selection. 

 3)  Please  remember,  if  you  have  members  who  are  new  to  CORSA,  they  will  receive  a  free  copy  of  the  “Corvair 
 Basics”  book  with  their  paid  membership  in  CORSA. 

 HACOA  birthdays 

 April 

 Name  Date 

 Terry  Kalp  3 

 Jim  Gately  7 

 Edye  Bruner  8 

 Dorothy  Morris  13 

 Bill  Kiely  14 

 Linda  Reece  15 

 Gary  Jones  17 

 Greg  Osorio  20 

 Jean  Gately  22 

 Annie  Lentz  26 

http://www.corvair.org/
http://www.corvair.org/

