
President’s message: 
 
July 2024 Presidents page 
 

This past month we attended the GMCCA car show at the Minnesota fairgrounds, we had 29 Corvairs 
in our area with 24 CMI club members cars. A special thanks goes out to all the club members that 
volunteered for a shift at the gate. 
We had a good turnout for the Back to the 50s car show, there were a couple of wet days, but 
Sunday turned out great. 
 

Note:  This month we have a special guest writing the President page. 
 

Dave Pedersen 

CMI President  
 

Hello ladies and gentlemen, this is David Quinn assistant to the president writing for July. 
I hope everyone had their cars up and running, I also hope you’ve been taking them to different car 
shows around the Twin Cities. 
July 10 we are going to Victoria for a car show. 
July 21-25 we have the Corsa convention in Dayton Ohio. 
Our next meeting is July 9th, food is available from 5:30 to 6:30 with our meeting starting at 7 PM. 
See everyone at Ideal Hall. 
Let’s have a great turnout with a lot of Corvairs and great weather. 
 

David Quinn 
Assistant to the CMI President 
 
 

 
 

 
 

       July 2024 
 2020 

    July  Birthdays: 

 Mike Bednarchuk 

 Brian Lawrence 

 Lorne Olson 

 CJ Pappas 

 Steve Peterson 

 Richard Prokolb 

 John Rodriquez 

 Bob Rowe 

 

 

Happy Birthday to you! 

 

As always, let me know if I have missed your 

name on the Birthday list - Thanks!  
 

 Gail Quinn, Director of Treats 

 Gailquinn263@msn.com 

 

mailto:Gailquinn263@msn.com
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CMI Meeting Minutes 

June 11
th
, 2024 

 

President Pedersen called the meeting promptly at 7 pm, 

while we watched the seconds go by. 

David Quinn read the creed. 

(Talking about discounts...  Parts, Brandberg and Gary 

have parts if you’re ever in need! ) 
 

25 people in attendance!   With:  3 Early Models, 4 Late 

Models and 1 Rampside 
 

Pedersen asked if everyone is getting the Leaky Seel.  

Gail (Queen of Treats) read the birthday's for the month! 

GMCCA: there were 29 cars in attendance, 25 that are 

members of CMI. Dan Quinn mentioned that there was 

roughly 580 total cars at GMCCA this year.  

There was a white convertible and a hot rod that are not 

members.  

Dan Quinn, GMCCA: First he would like to thank everyone 

for volunteering their time, all the help was greatly 

appreciated. CMI had 14 members at the spectator gates. 

The show over all, GMCCA had just shy of 100 swappers 

97... 580 cars, the weather was amazing. GMCCA is getting 

lucky the past couple of years due to the weather! 

Communication was great in between. Ali went above and 

beyond to help a guy from another club. Thank you Ali for 

stepping up. It was good for the Corvair club that we 

stepped up, next year let’s step up and do the same and 

volunteer!  

Pedersen: Last month we had the Breakfast Club, 35 

members 16 cars. GMCCA is a good fundraiser for CMI, it 

helps supplementing our cost.  

Bob Kazcke has decided to step down as clothing 

coordinator beginning in the new year. He has done an 

amazing job, organizing and putting the prices on the 

website. He willingly said that he would train the next 

person who takes his place. The embroider that we work 

with is in Buffalo, so if you are in the west please consider 

this role!  
 

Back to the '50's... is coming up! 

Board Member Reports: 
 

Brandberg : Nothing to report. 
Paul: We are doing good! 
Ali: New Ulm on June 30th. Meeting at 8:30am at the 

Chaska/Carver Fleet Farm, off of the NW corner of Hwy 
212 and Jonathan Pkwy. Chuck Johnson finalizing the 

route, and either Ali or he will distribute information soon. 

Victoria on July 10th from 5-8 pm, we are going to try to 
group together. If anyone is planning on attending and can 
take the lead on this, it would be appreciated.  
 

The Corsa convention will be July 22-25, in Dayton, OH  
 

If there is any interest in a fall cruise... we would get 
together a group of us out in October. We would like to 
meet up, admire the fall leaves, and make a stop for lunch. 
If you are interested in this event, please let us know. 
 

Minnetonka Drive-Inn , we still think it would be good as a 
get together as an event but not a monthly meeting. This 
activity would be on a Saturday or Sunday possibly in 
September. Date TBD. 
 

We won't have a Corvair at the Guthrie due to the lack of 
room on the stage, but we are still considering as an activity 
to the tour in early winter. 
 

Tom Quinn: Nothing to report. 
Jim Becker: If anyone is planning on going to the Victoria 

car show (06/12), they are still debating whether to have it 
due to the weather. 
Dave Pedersen has a suprise for John Herkenratt for the 
next edition of the Leeky Seel. 
Bob Kazcke: Brought the clothes, if you’re interested just 
let him know. 
Mike Jenkins:  Brought stickers and pens, he's got old 
Corsa literature, and business cards. 
Greg Peters commented regarding the previous tech 
session about seat belts. He changed up the old belts in his 
car, it took him an evening and afternoon to get them out. 
The instructions for the 3 points came included. The three 
point seatbelts run $344 from Morris. 
 

A couple of auction items. Silver hot wheels V-8 Corvair...    
      Gail got it for $6. 
Dan Quinn helped to sell auction signs. We have 2 signs 
that say Corvar Parking Only (these, are from GMCCA)  
    Jerry Audorff purchased 1 sign for $50, and the 2nd 
sign sold to Gregg Peters for $40. 
Tech session: Brandberg: a couple people were having oil 
pressure trouble, there's a oil pressure sender... Before you 
start your car, the temperature and oil pressure light comes 
on. 
 

Lottery winner for the evening was Chuck Johnson. 
 

Meeting ended somewhere around 8:20ish! 
 

(A special thanks to Ali Long who took time to go over my 

notes and edit while everyone was outside watching 
Brandberg's tech session on the difference between 60's 

set-up to 61-64 set-up) 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber Leah   
Amber Leah,  

CMI Secretary 

Amber Leah   
Amber Leah, CMI Secretary 
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                                                                Let There Be Lights 

Last month I talked about oil pressure. I know two people who were having trouble, one locally and one 

through the Internet. The local fellow figured out one of the pipe plugs that are in the crankcase for cleaning out 

the lifter gallery had been left out. It’s interesting to learn that the 2 holes in a stock cam gear allow access to 
these plugs so it wasn’t as bad as it could have been. It still required pulling the powertrain from the chassis to 

remove the bell housing. With a Failsafe cam gear one would have to disassemble everything to split the 

crankcase. I left those plugs out myself one time and fortunately I wasn’t very far along in the assembly 

process. The Internet fellow hasn’t resolved his issue yet as he’s been sidelined due to an injury. He has a local 

connection by being the former owner of the Ackley blue and white ’64 Greenbrier.  
 

It’s funny these days with the Internet to have good friends that you’ve never met. I wish I would’ve thought 

more about that before attending the CORSA Convention, there are a few people I’ve developed a real affinity 

with that I could have looked up. Kindred spirits if you will. I think of the Internet as a device at home, I don’t 

have access with my phone. I did extend it to the garage via pods for an EFI project but haven’t used it since. In 

the technology pool I dipped my toe in about 2008 and I’m maybe up past my knees now. I’ve submerged a few 

times but quickly withdraw to the safety at the shallow end of the pool. I don’t like being over my head.  
 

I was one of the last people to leave the Fairgrounds at GMCCA, I can’t seem to get enough. While watching 

Corvairs leave someone mentioned that more than a few had lights not working properly and perhaps that 

would be a good Tech Session topic, we could even go outside and check lights on the Corvairs in the lot. My 

knee jerk reaction was that I may not like someone finding fault with my car. Then I mulled over some things 

like my approachability and foolish pride. I wonder if I avoid having a perfect Corvair because if I gave it my 

best shot and folks still found fault would I be able to take it.  
 

I think about a lot of things driving around without a radio for distraction. Perhaps the radio was the first 

“device” culminating in the cell phone of today. Yes I have now come to believe that lights would be a good 

Tech Session topic. We could talk about common problems like grounds and bulbs. I could show what I’ve 

been using for replacement sockets which are different between Early and Late. Specific load flashers are a fun 

topic, about all you can find today are Heavy Duty which don’t let you know if you have a lamp out. Many 

times you have to smash and crush a bulb to get it out of there, maybe don’t do it with your fingers. You know 

everyone and everything needs to be well grounded.  
 

Lights fully functioning dovetails nicely with our safe driving discussion in May. If you see a truck with a light 

out the chances are good that CDL driver filled out a Pre-trip inspection report without a walk around. Post-trip 

inspection is annoying to do because you’re glad to be home but it does give you an opportunity to get 

something fixed before hopping in next time rarin’ to go on to the next big thing. Refueling is a good time to 

walk around and “kick the tires”, maybe feel the wheels to see if something’s getting hot or loose. If nothing 

else it gets you away from the ads playing at the pumps these days. How’s your fan belt? Do you know the 

proper tension? How about tire pressure? Tire age is something expensive we may rather not think about. I’m 

thinking we can go over some things indoors and then go out in the lot to look at some lights and things with 

permission, no pressure in a judgment free zone! 

 

Jim Brandberg  

Corvair Minnesota, Vice President 
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A bit of NCCA (and thus CMI) history provided by Fran: 

 

              
 



 

 

Iola 2024 
July 11th-13th 

          Car Show Event | Iola Car Show | Wisconsin Car Show (iolaoldcarshow.com) 

    Schedule:     

          Navigate the Iola Car Show | Wisconsin (iolaoldcarshow.com) 

 

 

 

https://www.iolaoldcarshow.com/
https://www.iolaoldcarshow.com/navitage-the-show


 

 

 

 

August 10 

Lunch stop at Buffalo Legion 

about 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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Brake Pedal Primes Carbs 

 

Before starting your engine, it’s a convenient procedure to fill your Carbs to the top before hitting the 
key. 
 

A diode between the Electric Fuel Pump’s Relay and the Signal Light Wire closest to the Fuel Pump 
Relay will let you prime the carbs by stepping on the Brake Pedal. 
 

A person might wonder why the BRN wire (from the Dash’s GEN light) doesn’t keep that Signal Light 
shining while the Engine is running but it can be demonstrated that the Diode placed between the 
Signal Light Wire and the BRN Wire will prevent any current from going from the GEN, back to the 
Brake Light. 
 

Happy CORVAIRing, Fran  
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Some Up-Coming events 

 

July 11-13 
      IOLA Car Show, Iola WI 
 

July 22-25 
      CORSA convention, Dayton OH 
 

July 26,27,28 
      Little Log House Pioneer Power Show, Hastings 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

August 10 
      38th Annual New London to New Brighton Antique Car Run,  
                lunch stop at Buffalo Legion  11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

August 16,17,18 
      NowThen Threshing Show,  NowThen 7:00 a.m. each day 
 

September 07 
      Classics by the Lake, Buffalo, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

September 15 
      10,000 Lakes Concurs d’ Elegance, Canterbury Downs 10:00 a.m.  – 4:00 p.m. 
 

October 12 
      Frankensteiners Ball 19, Isanti County Fairgrounds 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
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CMI Classifieds 

WANTED  
 

Garage storage for 3-6 collector cars preferably 

in east Washington County (Lake Elmo area?)  

 

I live in St. Paul and I now have cars stored at Rock 

Creek and this is too far for me to enjoy them.  

Willing to lease or even build on your land – 

everything negotiable. 
 

Norb Johnson    612-218-1940 

For sale:  (All for Late model): 

Sedan Rear Glass 
Sedan Rear Door Glass 
Trunk floor 
Front Cowl Cover 

Misc Hub Caps 
Contact Mike: 

rockinracer@hotmail.com  

                                                        

For Sale 

1961 Rampside 
 

Tahitian Coral 
 

Engine mileage is 
12,000. 

The Saginaw 
Transmission has 
new Synchronizers 
in it and the 3.27 
Differential is out of 
a LM inside an Early 
case.  (The FC 
axles are bolted 
through the Diff – to 
the other side, with 
appropriate shims) 
 

This truck has many 
mechanical and 
electrical upgrades. Contact Fran:   schmfran@hotmail.com  or (952) 288-3041 

$20,000 

mailto:rockinracer@hotmail.com
mailto:schmfran@hotmail.com


                                                     
                               
                                                              

 
 

 
                                                                                     

                

 

 

 

 

                           

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LEEKY SEEL 

408 7th St S     
Hopkins, MN  55343-7722 
 
TEMP – RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
  

 

The next CMI meeting will be held on the  
9th of July at Ideal Hall in St. Paul 

CMI is a non-profit corporation, chartered with the CORVAIR Society of America.  Send CORVAIR 
Minnesota’s $20.00 annual dues, payable by January 1st, to the CMI Treasurer.  Membership in 
CORVAIR Minnesota entitles you to the monthly newsletter, the Leeky Seel, with free ads for 
members, a club window sticker, discounts on club activities, information on parts availability and 
good advice on the preservation and enjoyment of the CORVAIR automobile.  Yeah! 

 Spot a ‘Vair! 

For more information on 
Corvair Minnesota,  
visit our website: 

www.corvairminnesota.com 

 
Follow us on 
 Facebook: 

Corvair Minnesota 

 
   
(as of 06/28/2024) 

 

         Check us out… 

 

   

Chinesium, the weakest metal  

in the entire world 


