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Corvairs In Miniature
Volume 5
By Gary Cohen

The vast majority of Corvair
toys were modeled based on the
first generation Corvair, reflecting fascination
around the world with its highly innovative design
and engineering. Models of the second generation
Corvairs, produced from 1965 through 1969, are far
less plentiful. Though there were some, starting
with the…

Sabra Chevrolet Corvair By GamdaKoor

A very nice model of a second generation coupe
was produced, of all places, in Israel, by the
GamdaKoor company, which itself had an unusual
story behind it.

In 1962, Gamda started producing diecast toy
cars in Kibbutz Kfar HaNassi, located in Northern
Israel, north of the Sea Of Galilee and adjacent to
the Golan Heights. The name “Gamda” roughly
translates to “midget toys”. The company started
making models from old molds from a British
company named Jordan and Lewden, which had
produced a small range of toys under the name
“River Series”. The Gamda models were very
popular with children in Israel, though the local
market wasn't large enough to support the business
and it proved to be an unprofitable venture for
Kibbutz. Exportation was also impractical, because
Gamda would need to compete against the largest
brands…Corgi, Dinky and Matchbox.

Unexpectedly, a new opportunity emerged. One
of the largest American toy distributors, Cragstan of
New York, sought to enter the 1:43 scale diecast
market and was willing to place a large order with
Gamda for three million cars! To fulfill this order,

Gamda came under control of one Israel’s largest
industrial companies, named Koor, to produce
under contract an entirely new line of mostly
American cars. These were marketed under the
names “Sabra” or “Detroit Seniors”. Production
continued until the early 1970s.

Cragstan’s order came with an unusual and
difficult to fulfill request. They required each model
car to be packed in a plastic garage, complete with
an opening garage door! Some years ago I had the
opportunity to meet and interview the former
general manager of the factory that produced these
toy cars. He told me that the plastic garages were
very prone to cracking, and to reduce this risk, they
needed to come up with a unique way to package
the cars for transport. The method they used was a
special styrofoam case that tightly packaged and
protected one dozen models.

Here are photos of the Sabra Corvair, in two shades
of green. These are the only two colors I’ve seen of
these models. Note the different brand names on the
packaging and the “garage door” in the second
photo.
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Here are two photos of the unique styrofoam
packaging of the dozen Sabra models (supervised
by Snoopy)

Other second generation Corvairs produced “in
period” were promotional models. While I am not a
collector of promotional models, I did purchase this
one of a 1966 Corvair Corsa, because of the
similarity to my real Corvair.

1966 Corvair Corsa Promotional Model
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Brooklin Models Corvair Greenbrier and Yenko
Stinger

Brooklin Models Ltd. was founded in 1974 and
is the largest producer of white metal 1:43 scale
models. It was originally founded in the Canadian
town of Brooklin, Ontario. In 1979, the founder
John Hall, decided to move with his family back to
England (where he was born), and production
continues to this day in Bath.

Unlike higher volume diecast models, which are
made from zamac (also called mazak), white metal
models are made from a much more malleable alloy
based on tin and also containing some lead. A brass
master mold is made out of sheet brass by a skilled
model maker, which is then followed by a rubber
mold for various parts needed to complete the
model.

Among Brooklin’s models of Corvairs are a
Greenbrier van and a second generation two door
coupe. These were later combined into a special,
limited production set consisting of a Greenbrier
“tow van” with a Yenko Stinger Corvair on a trailer,
as shown in these photos.
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Road Signatures Corvair Corsa

I’m sure it won’t surprise you to know that
almost all diecast cars today are made in China. The
shift of production to China enabled the renaissance
of diecast car production, from basic toys to high
end expensive collectibles for adults. Included in
the toy category are the Road Signature Corvair
Corsas shown in the photos below.

Normally I do not modify my model cars, but I will
admit to painting the interior of the green Signature
Corvair, to make it look more like my 1965 Corsa.

Fitch Phoenix By Automodello

Automodello was founded in 2009 by Jim
Cowan, a retired Chicago area consultant. It
produced high quality, relatively inexpensive
models for adult collectors. In 2010 it released a
limited release 1:43 scale model of the Fitch
Phoenix, with total production of 192.

The Fitch Phoenix is probably well known to
many NJACE members. It was commissioned by
John Fitch in 1966 and built by Intermeccanica in
Italy with an intended production run of 500 units.
Based on the Corvair, it was tuned to produce 170
horsepower, with a top speed of 130 mph and a 0 to
60 time of 7.5 seconds.

The Fitch Phoenix made its debut at the NY
Auto Show on July 7, 1966 and about 100 people
put down a deposit to buy one. However, the US
Congress passed the Highway Safety Act that year
which caused Fitch to delay his project. By the time
he figured out how to comply with the new
regulations, the Corvair was out of production. The
car still exists today and was sold in 2014 for
253,000 two years after Fitch passed away at the
age of 95.

Here are photos of the model, which I purchased
from Clark’s Corvair.
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Postscript

This will be the last edition of the Corvairs In
Miniature series, as I have exhausted my inventory
of Corvair models and you are probably exhausted
from reading all of these articles. Though over the
days, there has been an unexpected outcome from
this series. Tim Schwartz connected me with a very
nice man from Montana named Don Wagner. Don
has a large collection of Corvair models that he
offers for sale. Not surprisingly, I decided to
purchase from Don, mostly tinplate models, which
are different from the diecast Corvair I focused on
in this series.

Sources for Vol. 5

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamda_Koor_Sabra

Gamda: Diecast Models From Israel By Andrew
Ralston

https://en.wikipedia.org/Brooklin_Models

www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/automotive-history/cars
-that-time-forgot-fitch-phoenix/

A Car Named Calvin Part 4
A Temporary Fix
By Chris Senegeto

Winter had come and the
little 1963 Spyder Convertible
was nicely tucked away under
a car cover followed by a tarp and straps out in our
driveway. As with most of my previous projects, my
goal was to fix the car up as I went, using it as a
driver. The problem with that, was that both engines
were torn down and in need of rebuilding.

The answer came in the form of a 1965 95hp
engine sitting in Steve Calandra’s garage. A
temporary fix that would get the car on the road
while I could then move along with the other repairs
and eventually rebuilding and installing the factory
turbo engine.

The first step was getting the engine out of its
storage area and onto a cart where we could take off
the tin, check it over, clean and paint the necessary
items and do a nice test run. So over a period of a
couple of months I made several trips to Steve’s
house and we did just that.

First step was removing all of the tin. After that
we decided to remove both heads and clean
everything. We ended up replacing the head gaskets
and if my memory serves me, the rings on several
pistons. Being that this was going into a 1963 and
not a 1965, I cleaned and painted the best early
model tin that I had and used the bellhousing and
clutch from one of the two turbo engines and
installed it all on the late model engine.

After several weeks of some of the most intense
engine cleaning I have ever done, we installed a set
of carbs I had purchased from Bob Marlow and
rebuilt, a borrowed starter and fuel pump from one
of Steve’s cars, a rebuilt alternator I had also
purchased from Bob Marlow, fuel lines, a new belt,
did a tune up and it was ready to fire up.
To Be Continued…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamda_Koor_Sabra
https://en.wikipedia.org/Brooklin_Models
http://www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/automotive-history/cars-that-time-forgot-fitch-phoenix/
http://www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/automotive-history/cars-that-time-forgot-fitch-phoenix/
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Pocono Raceway 2024
By Steve Calandra

The NECC hosted the track
event at Pocono on Saturday
July 20th. Brian and I drove
there Friday night and stayed at The Days Inn so we
could be at the track early. There weren't many
places to have dinner . There was only one nice
restaurant and the parking lot was full leaving no
space to park a large pickup and trailer. We ended
up going to the Pocono Mall and ate mediocre
Chinese food in the food court.

On Saturday, the weather was nice and we had a
cool breeze all day. John Egerton and Terry Stafford
were there as well as many other Corvair guys that I
didn’t introduce myself to. There was a fellow
named Dan who helped us with a small oil leak on
Brian’s car. I tightened up a few loose exhaust
manifold bolts and made some adjustments to the
carburetors and then the car went on the track.

There were BMWs, Mustangs and a Chevette
with twin turbo chargers. The most interesting was
a small Ferrari racer that was Corvair powered but
was disguised with Ferrari parts and fake headers
coming out of the middle of the engine. Very
Clever!

The event closed at 5pm and on the way home
the sky darkened and the rain came down in
buckets! It was a successful event and I enjoyed
playing pit mechanic for a day. Can’t wait to do it
again!
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From The Vault
Submitted By Dave Cavagnaro

Continued
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Submitted by Dave Cavagnaro for this edition
of From The Vault, a copy of a Don Yenko
Corvair Stinger brochure from 1967.

Editor’s Note…

The history of the Corvair Yenko Stinger is one
that I have been very into since I first got into the
Corvair hobby. Note in this brochure, is info on the
five stages of tuning, complete with photos of the
various parts.

You can find more information on Don Yenko and
the history of the Yenko Stinger Corvair here…

https://www.copo.com/index.html

https://www.corvairmuseum.org/museum/yenko-sti
nger-experience/

Military History Day

President Brian O’Neill at Sparta’s Military History
Day

https://www.copo.com/index.html
https://www.corvairmuseum.org/museum/yenko-stinger-experience/
https://www.corvairmuseum.org/museum/yenko-stinger-experience/
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Calendar Of Events

August 3 Monthly Breakfast Meeting 9am
Plaza 23 Diner
411 NJ RT 23 Southbound
Pompton Plains, NJ

NJACE Cruise-In 10:30am - 3pm
Plaza 23 Diner
411 NJ RT 23 Southbound
Pompton Plains, NJ

Sept. 7 Monthly Breakfast Meeting 9am
Plaza 23 Diner
411 NJ RT 23 Southbound
Pompton Plains, NJ

Oct. 5 Monthly Breakfast Meeting 9am
Plaza 23 Diner
411 NJ RT 23 Southbound
Pompton Plains, NJ

Just for Fun!!!
Answers to this word search will be in next
month’s newsletter, so be sure to check
back!


