
Drippy Leaks & 

Flyin’ Fanbelts 

August 2024 

The monthly newsletter of the Mid Maryland Corvair Club,  

Corsa Chapter 217— www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217 

Inside Member Spotlight: 

Robert McNamara 

http://www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217


Any questions, comments, 

or suggestions, please 

contact the Newsletter 

editor via email at: 

 
dianna.nicole.moy@comcast.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217 

Mid-Maryland Corvair Club—CORSA Chapter  217 Page 2 

On The Cover: 
 

MMCC member Bob McNamara is in our Member Spotlight for August!  He 
has three Corvairs in his collection, and this month’s cover features  Robert’s 
sister sitting on the hood of his family’s orange 1963 Corvair. 
 

A Sneak Peek:   
 

A Corvair 100HP Engine on display 
at the Experimental Aircraft 
Association museum located in 
Oshkosh Wisconsin. 
 
As you know, Corvair engines 
have been modified to be used to 
power aircraft.  It is fitting to see 
one on display here as many 
homebuilt aircraft have used it. 
 
Do you have a Corvair-related photo that you 

would like to share and perhaps be on the cover of 

an upcoming issue of the newsletter?  Would you 

like to be in the Member Spotlight?  If so, please 

email your picture along with a summary of the 

picture to our newsletter editor/webmaster, Dianna 

Moy, at dianna.nicole.moy@comcast.net.  Please 

note that the newsletter is posted on the CORSA 

website and is sent worldwide. 

Mid-Maryland 

Corvair Club 

(MMCC) 
 

...is a Chapter of The Corvair 
Society of America (CORSA) and 
is a group of enthusiasts who 
enjoy and appreciate all aspects 
of Chevrolet’s Corvair automo-
bile.  
 
We are an informal group that 
welcomes anyone who shares 
this interest whether you own a 
Corvair or not. Club activities 
include participation in parades, 
a shared Car Show in August, 
driving tours, a family picnic, and 
our Annual Christmas Dinner.  
 
Club Meetings are held at 7pm 
on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at Fitzgerald Auto Mall, 
located at 114 Baughman’s Lane, 
Frederick, Maryland.  Annual 
Dues are $15.00 payable in July 
of each year and cover individual 
and family membership. 

2023-2024 Chapter  Officers 

President 
Tom Rahochik 

6913 Trout Lane,   Frederick, MD 21702 

cell: 240-285-5449,  email: 66vairman@comcast.net 
 

Vice President / Treasurer 
Bob Millard 

20620 Guard Court,  Rohrersville, MD 21779 

Cell: 301-660-0453, email: bobmill217@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary  
Carletta Moats 

2919 Warm Spring Road, Chambersburg, PA 17202 

Phone: 717-504-8501, email: snope2@comcast.net 

 

(Non-officer) Newsletter Editor/Webmaster/Technology Coordinator 
Dianna Moy 

621 Mount Carmel Road, Orrtanna, PA 17353 

Phone: 301-717-7412, email: dianna.nicole.moy@comcast.net 
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"August is nature's way of saying, "You were 

looking too comfortable". - Anonymous   

 

Wow and wow.   
 
That would be my description of the 2024 
CORSA convention held in Dayton, OH last 
week.  The Marriott hotel accommoda-
tions were top notch with plenty of park-
ing for all events including a large lot for 
all trailer and RV parking.  
 
The 65-acre Carillion park which held the 
concours event, showcases the history of 
Dayton and it's inventions.  The original 
Wright Flyer 3, the first practical airplane, 
is on display with many other innovations 
toward world progress.  
   
The rally event allowed myself and Jeff 
Ostroff to enjoy the Ohio countryside in 
his 1965 Monza convertible.  We missed 
several landmarks on the score sheet but 
hey, it's all about enjoyment riding in a 
Corvair on beautiful back roads!  
   
The highlight of the convention in my 
opinion was the "dinner under the wings"  
event which was held in the USAF muse-
um on Tuesday evening from 5:30 pm to 
10 pm.  We had the complete museum to 
ourselves, viewing over 360 aerospace 
vehicles and missiles.  It is the oldest and 
world's largest military aviation muse-
um.  Several in our group stayed right up 
till closing time at 10 pm with tired feet 
attempting to walk the complete 17 acres 
of indoor exhibit space.  
   
We also were able to take a tour of the 
downtown Packard museum, the largest 
collection of Packard automobiles and 
memorabilia in the world, housed in an 
original Packard dealership building.  It 

was interesting to note that a Packard  
engine also powered JFK's PT 109 patrol 
torpedo boat.    
   
The grand finale then was the CORSA con-
vention banquet held at the hotel Thurs-
day evening.  The complete convention 
was completed on a four day schedule 
instead of the usual five event.  For those 
of us who did not receive a trophy, we 
were all still winners with the wonderful 
location and hospitality afforded to us by 
the several Dayton, OH Corvair clubs.    
   
Please enjoy the photos and looking for-
ward to our next club meeting 
on 08/08/24.   
 
Happy Vairing!  
  
 

 Tom Rahochik Club President 

 

 

From The President  
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 Last Month’s Program Review 

For July, we had an enjoyable outside meeting at Fitzgerald’s Auto Mall in 

Frederick.  Carletta brought chocolate chip cookies, and the display of mem-

ber Corvairs under the summer sun was impressive.  We discussed several 

topics, which included newsletter content and convention volunteering. 

 

We had 11 members attend (and everyone loved the cookies!). 

We’re on the Web! 

www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217 

http://www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217
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This Month’s Program Preview 

Our August meeting will highlight the comments and experiences of those that 

attended the 2024 Corsa Convention in Dayton, Ohio.  Most of the 2026 Conven-

tion Committee attended, and their comments will also be shared. 

 

As our convention logo was put on posters for display at the Dayton Convention, 

along with our “Boarding Pass” brochure, Gettysburg goodie bags, and the end-

less loop video that was set up, hopefully we can get some feedback on interest 

as well. 

 

One of the other topics that we’ll discuss will be our newsletter editor, Dianna, 

and the award that was presented to her for the newsletter she puts together for 

the Gettysburg Chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association.  Many of the 

same features in that award-winning newsletter will also now be included in our 

newsletter, “Drippy Leaks and Flyin’ Fanbelts”. 

Above from left to right: Our member spotlight member Bob McNamara, Bob Millard, Ron 

Moss, and President Tom Rahochik.  To the left are photos of the member Corvairs at the last 

meeting and the other members that attended- Dick Kaetzel, new member Bob Bechtol, Bob 

and Carletta Moats, Bill Hubbell, Bruce Culp, and hiding under the umbrella- Dianna Moy. 
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Bill Hubbell on 8/1,  
Dick Kaetzel on 8/10, 
Vicki Young on 8/12,  
Dave Moore on 8/13, 

and Terry Glendenning on 8/22. 
 

Coming up in September–  
Robert McNamara 9/4 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know! 

You can find us on Facebook as well! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3510395809190494 

Ruby and Frank Schleigh on 8/31 
 

Coming in September: None! 
 

Coming in October:  
Judy and Bill Sherman on 10/18, 

Carletta and Bob Moats on 10/24. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3510395809190494


7 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   
 

 

August 
3- Pleasant Valley Car Show 
 Rohrersville, MD 
 
10-14- Annual Car, Truck, Motorcycle, Tractor, & Specialty Vehicle Show  
 10-3, registration $15 ends at 12 noon,  
 Middletown Volunteer Company Carnival Grounds,  
 1 Fireman’s Lane, Middletown.  
 Contact Janie Nalborczyk: 301-471-9604. 
 
17- Rose Hill Manor Benefit Show 
 Rose Hill Manor & Park Museum,   
 1611 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21702   
 (Rain date 08/18/24), pay what you wish, $15 suggested.   
 

September 
15- MVA Alzheimer’s Show  
 Frederick MVA, rain date 9/29, (Watch for details) 
 
21- Central Pennsylvania Corvair Club Corvair Day 
 EMMR (Eastern Museum of Motor Racing) 
 
28-29- Fall 2024 EAA Wings, Wheels, & Pancakes  
 Gettysburg Regional Airport 
 8AM to NOON, Rain or Shine (see ad on page 9) 
 $10 Adults, $4 Youth under 16 (add $0.50 per person if credit card) 
 

October 
18- AACA Eastern Fall Nationals 
 Hershey, PA 

PLEASE LET US KNOW OF ANY EVENTS THAT ARE COMING 
SOON THAT YOU THINK EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW OF! 
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Member Spotlight Pictures 
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My name is Bob McNamara and I 
have been into automobiles my entire 
life.  My lovely wife Cyndi and I are 
retired and live in Tuscarora Maryland 
in southern Frederick County.  Be-
tween us we have 4 children and 5 
grandchildren.  
 
I grew up in Mansfield Ohio where I 
got my first car, a 1963 Corvair Monza 
2 door 95HP and power glide.  This 
was in 1972 and the car was only 8 
years old but was COMPLETELY rusted 
out.  I learn a lot about cars while 
working on it and always loved the 
way it drove.  Back then it was just a 
cheap (free) used car.  Eventually it 
was sold for parts as it was just too 
dangerous to drive but I never forgot 
how much I enjoyed it. 
 
I’ve had many classics throughout the 
years including a 1962 Ford Econoline 
Pick-up, 1969 Camaro Pacecar, 1969 
Mustang Grande, 1967 Chevelle 
(FAST!!!) and a 1977 Firebird Formula 
with the W72 400 (1st new car). 
 
Currently our stable includes a 1951 
Chevy Styleline Deluxe (parts car), 
1958 Chevy Biscayne 4 door, 1963 
Corvair Monza convertible, 1964 Cor-
vair Monza Spyder coupe (For 

Sale!!!), 1964 Corvair Monza converti-
ble, and 1987 Chevy el Camino with a 
400 small block that my son and I 
built together (Really Fast).  
 
Last year as a project my son and I 
built an awning over the man door on 
my barn.  I got a decent 1964 hood 
from the Corvair Ranch and using 
DOM pipe we made a frame to re-
semble a Roll-cage. We painted it up 
to match the barn and installed it 
over the door. We had a lot of fun 
and it came out really well. 
 
Looking to the future I always have 
my eye out for anything a little differ-
ent.  I think that’s why I like the Cor-
vair so much, there truly is nothing 
else like them. 

 
 Bob McNamara  

 
 
Please Note: 
 
The article above are the member’s own 
words, and have not been edited (except for 
any major spelling or grammatical errors). 
 
Any opinions expressed in the article are 
solely those of the author, and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of Mid-Maryland 
Corvair Club officers or membership. 

August Member Spotlight- Robert McNamara 
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Bill Hubbell is a member of the Mid-Maryland Corvair Club, and is also the  President of the Stock Corvair Group, a 
chartered chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  The Tech Talk column are reprints of tech articles 
posted by Bill on his website, “Stock Corvair Group” (https://stock.corvair.org/).  Permission has been granted by 
the author of the articles to reprint them in this newsletter.  The link to the article used this month on the Stock Cor-
vair Group website is: 
 

https://stock.corvair.org/wordpress/2024/04/early-corvair-shock-absorbers/ 

 

I did some research into early Corvair shock absorbers and made a table to sum-
marize my findings.  

The part and stamping numbers come from my March 1, 1964 parts book.  The 
Piston travel numbers for all except 1964 rear shock come from GM’s Vehicle In-
formation Kits – we have a page on this website that links to them here. 
 

However, I do not believe the GM Information Kits are completely accurate, be-
cause I checked the piston travel for both 1964 front and rear shocks and found 
that while the measurement stated for the front (4.75”) is correct, the measure-
ment for the rear is wrong.  The information kit states the 1964 rear piston travel 
is 4.75”, same as the front, but it’s actually only about 4”, so that is what I put in 
my chart for the 1964 rear shock.  
 

But, if we can believe the rest of the information kit measurements, we can an-
swer the question of why the 1963 rear shock has a different number than the 
1960-62 rear shock – it has a shorter piston travel.  And the different numbers for 
the other shocks is likely valving to account for different springs in wagons and HD 
suspensions.  

(Continued on page 11) 

Bill’s Tech Talk This Month: 

Early Corvair Shock Absorbers 
By Bill Hubbell 

https://stock.corvair.org/
https://stock.corvair.org/wordpress/2024/04/early-corvair-shock-absorbers/
https://stock.corvair.org/wordpress/2022/02/gm-vehicle-information-kits-and-brochures/
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However, it would be best to measure actual vintage shocks to confirm the pis-
ton travel numbers for all of the earlier (1960-63) shocks. 

Attached photos are for 1964 front and rear factory shocks.  The front shock is 
painted light grey primer, the rear is dark grey.   The shocks are fully extended 
and it is obvious that the rear has a shorter piston travel. 
 

It makes sense that they would’ve changed the 1964 rear shock, given the oth-
er changes made to the 1964 rear suspension. We believe the rear shock was 
shortened to reduce stress on the leaf spring bushings when the control arm is 
at its lower end of travel. 
 

If we can believe the other numbers from the GM information kits, it seems 
they also reduced the piston travel in 1963, perhaps to reduce the risk of “tuck
-under”? 

(Continued from page 10) 
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A Pictorial Review of the 2024 Convention! 

We were able to put up a display for our Gettysburg Convention, and about 75% of our promotional 

materials were distributed.  Not bad, considering we’re two years away!   
 

Our pictorial review starts with a picture of that display.  Thanks for the memories, Dayton! 
 

Bottom of page:  The CORSA Convention cake in the Hospitality Room, and Tom and Rick checking 

out the week schedule posted at the Marriott Hotel. 
 

Opposite page top:  Four of the original Ohio Shriners Corvairs at the Concours event. 
 

Opposite page bottom:  The Concours event  that had 68 participants.  Club member Rick Sanford’s  

red 1965 Corsa is front and center!  Rick scored a fantastic 95.79! 
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Some of the Events (and Cars)... 

Below: the Wright Flyer II from 1905, and bottom two photos from the “Under The 

Wings” dinner at the USAF Museum. 

 

Opposite page:  Jeff, Milana, and Donnie riding the Carillon Park tram, the conven-

tion model car display, putting together a puzzle in the Hospitality Center, and 

Donnie,Tom, the two Jeffs and Milana at the Packard museum. 
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On this page:   

• (below left) photo from inside the Packard museum- a lull front row of Packard Caribbeans (the 

red one was owned by Perry Como).   

• (below right) the single Corvair powered Ultra Van seen at the convention,  

• bottom of the page is Tom and Jeff getting ready to start the convention rally. 

Opposite page:   

• (top) Restored original Corvair fire vehicle, 

• (bottom) Restored Monza Jr. cars for sale:  $6,000 each   
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Letter From The Editor 

Greetings, fellow Corvair enthusiasts! 
 

As mentioned in my letter in the last issue,  I was honored and humbled to receive the 2024 News-

letter Editor Award given out by the Experimental Aircraft Association in Oshkosh, Wisconsin at their 

annual AirVenture event.  While many across the EAA had given me compliments on the newsletter, I 

was surprised when told about the extensive review that was done before the award.   Again, part of 

the success of that newsletter is the input that I receive from the members. Help me make this news-

letter just as good by giving me stories (especially your member spotlights)!   
 

Unfortunately, this year’s event coincided with the 2024 CORSA Convention in Dayton, so I was unable 

to get to Dayton- I passed by Dayton before and after the Convention.  I did, however, see a Corvair 

engine in the EAA Museum, so in a way I was able to attend, right?  A picture of that engine appears at 

the end of this column as well as a couple from the awards presentation and one of the fantastic fire-

works display at the their night air show (drones created moving pictures and aircraft shot off fire-

works along with the one shot from the ground).  
 

Iaddition, I was recently interviewed for the Convention Manager position with CORSA!  The outcome 

of that interview I still don’t know, but the changes that I (and the rest of the 2026 Convention Board) 

want to make were at the top of the discussion during the interview.  I’ll keep everyone posted on the 

outcome!  Remember, PLEASE volunteer now for the events that we will be having during our 2026 

Convention in Gettysburg.  No matter the outcome of that interview, we will be standing firm to our 

commitment of making this the best CORSA convention ever! 

 Dianna Moy 
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Photo right:  The Newsletter Editor Award 

 

Photo below:  part of the fireworks finale 

Photo left:  The 

Newsletter Editor 

Award being pre-

sented to me by 

the staff that 

judged the news-

letters. 
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Some Upcoming Events 

We are going to expand this edition a little further to include some info 

(and entry forms) for a three upcoming events.  All of the events are in 

September. 
 

1. The 162nd Great Frederick Fair’s annual parade of antique cars will be 

on Old Timer’s Day, Thursday September 19th starting at 1:30PM. 

 

2. Central Pennsylvania Corvair Club’s Corvair Day is September 21st.  

Registration is required.  Go to: www.centralpacorvairclub.org 

 

3. The September Fly-In/Drive In Pancake Breakfast held by EAA Chapter 

1041 in Gettysburg will be held at the Gettysburg Airport on both Sat-

urday, September 28th and Sunday, the 29th from 8AM to noon, rain 

or shine.  All-you-can-eat pancakes, eggs, sausage, potatoes, and bev-

erage for only $10 adult/$4 youth ($0.50 additional per meal if credit). 

FOR SALE: 
Laptop computer - HP Stream 14-

cb111wm  with 14” screen, 8GB of 

RAM, 32GB eMMC hard drive, SD 

card slot, HDMI and 3 USB ports.  

Memory has been upgraded to its 

maximum.  Hard disk cannot be up-

graded.  Running Windows 10 

Home, has Google Chrome and 

AVG Free Antivirus installed.  $125 

in original box.  Call Dianna (301)

717-7412. 

 

Touchscreen Laptop computer - HP 

Stream 11-d010nr with 2 GB of 

RAM, and 32GB eMMC “hard disk”.  

Memory/HD cannot be upgraded 

as both are part of the mother-

board. Running Windows 10 Home. 

$100.  Call Dianna (301)717-7412. 

SERVICES: 
Computer Repair and Sales - Do 

you have a computer that is run-

ning slow, or do you need a new 

computer or printer?  If so, call Di-

anna (301)717-7412 and let her 

help you and save money at the 

same time! 

BONDED NOTARY PUBLIC,  
IT Consulting and  

Business Development Services, 
PC AND LAPTOP REPAIRS/UPGRADES 

 

Dianna N. Moy, N.P. 
1080 Old Route 30, Orrtanna PA 17353 

Email: 

dianna.nicole.moy@comcast.net 

Website: 

www.diannamoyconsulting.com 

Member Want-Ads - Free, For Sale/Wanted/Services! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217 

http://www.centralpacorvairclub.org
mailto:dianna.nicole.moy@comcast.net
http://www.diannamoyconsulting.com/
http://www.Corvair.org/chapters/chapter217
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Don’t Forget to Join CORSA!! 
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