
Pres Says by Brandon Carmo

Hello ACORNS,

It is with heavy heart that I report that we have lost our good friend Jim Bartasevich in mid
February. I wish so badly that we all had another opportunity to have a breakfast with him or
hit up the Gettysburg Corvair Convention. Jim Cleveland has advised that a celebration of life
will be announced in the spring. Until we meet again, my friend.  

The ACORNS met on March 1st for the 2026 planning meeting! I would say a good time was had
by all. Everyone enjoyed pizza and wings, good conversations, and we got some things on the
calendar. Some of these events are tentatively planned and will be confirmed as we get closer
to the events. Always keep in mind that more events can be added, just email me and I
will spread the word. If you’re going to a cruise night, let the group know. The full
proposed calendar will be noted later in the issue.

Some of the larger potential gatherings that were discussed were a possible journey to the
Corvair Recall in Syracuse and/or the Corvair Convention which is Gettysburg, PA.

I mentioned in last months Pres Says that I met up with Jim Bartasevich at the convention when
it was in Pittsburgh. It was a great event to see people using their cars. There were autocross
events and planned drives through the countryside. I lost my steering (steering coupler
separated from the steering box shaft) and this was the perfect place to fix it. Many people
offered their help and I got to talk to some interesting folks. I don’t know what is planned for
Gettysburg yet, but it seems like it could be a good time. 

I’ve never attended the Recall before. With it being so close, it feels like a crazy thing to miss out
on. If we could get a few cars involved, we could do a group drive.

The March event will be a breakfast on Saturday, 3/21 at 9am. It has been decided that we will
try someplace new. The Bayfront Restaurant, 1075 Empire Blvd, Rochester, NY 14609. 
RSVP BY 3/20 to me.

See you all soon and be well,

-Brandon
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From the VP’s Desk/ acting secretary's desk:

Hello All,

As many of you may already know, Jim Bartasevich has passed away after a long battle with
some health issues. He was courageous and stoic throughout, and many of us were not aware
as to the seriousness of his condition. He will be sorely missed, not only for the true gentleman
he was, but also for his love and knowledge of all things Corvair. There is not much more that I
can add to what I wrote about Jim in last month’s newsletter. The world and the club are less
without him. R.I.P. Jim.

Mark

Treasurer’s Report

Not too busy for most of February and the 1st of March. We had another member submit dues
for the year in Feb. There are still a number of folks who have not yet paid dues. Please do so
as soon as possible, it makes my life a little easier. ;) For the planning meeting on 3/1, we got
pizza and boneless wings for the attendees, for a total with tip at $77.71

Existing members will pay the full $12 for the year. You can write me a check, made out to me,
Mark Webster, and I will cash it and deposit the funds into the club fund on your behalf, or you
can Venmo me the dues and I will do the same. My address is

                                       Mark Webster                          Venmo me at:
                                       607 Winona Blvd                      @mwebby-1964
                                       Rochester, NY 14617                                                  
                                                
Club funds going in to February:                                        $1064.55
Membership dues added:                                                     + $12.00
Food for planning mtg:                                                           - $77.71
 
Club funds as of 2/10/2026:                                                 $998.94

We also still have $95.00 in the special funds money.

That’s it for now, hope to see you out enjoying your cars!





ACORN February/March Activity Report
No February Event

Sunday 3/1/26, ACORN Planning Meeting

ACORNers attending:
Dave Pulhamus
Marissa Andolino
Sam Andolino
Jim Cleveland
Paul Rader
Mark Webster - V. P. & Treasurer
Brandon Carmo - President

Meeting Minutes

The framework for club events for 2026 were laid out. Brandon is putting that together.

   - Dave Ellis is stepping down, effective 3/1/26 as club historian and key keeper for
access to the RRPC

   - I have moved the club banners, photos, and hardcopy newsletters out to my shop in
Ontario, along with the ACORN tool stash.

   - I have assumed responsibility as key keeper for access to RRPC. If you need access to
RRPC, please contact me and I will coordinate with George.

With Jim’s passing, there are some voids in the club structure to be filled:

   - The position of secretary needs to be filled, if anyone is willing to take on the
position. I will handle it for now while we sort things out.

   - Membership:  Since I already handle the dues collection, I can absorb the
responsibility for membership, but if there is anyone who would like to take on that
role, please let us know. We need to make an effort to attract new members.

   - I will work as liaison to CORSA.

The weather is turning, so it won’t belong before we can get outside and enjoy the sun
and our cars! Enjoy and be well!

Mark



2026 ACORN CALENDAR
(Dates subject to change)

 
Saturday, March 21st: Breakfast at The Bayfront Restaurant, 1075 Empire Blvd,
Rochester, NY 14609. RSVP BY 3/20 to me.

Sunday, April 19 : Paul Rader Tech Session to look over his carth

Saturday, May 9 : Donuts and Coffee, Mark’s Shopth

Friday-Sunday, June 12-14 : Syracuse Recallth

Sunday, June 14 : Driving a Model T with Dave Pulhamusth

Monday-Friday, June 22-26 : Corsa Corvair Convention, Gettysburg, PAth

July xx: MG Car Club Show

Saturday, July 25 : Hang out with the Model A clubth

August xx:  Make friends with some VW Club folks

September 26 :  Corvairs on the Hill with Fred Marshth

October 10  or 17 :  ACORN year end eventth th

NOTE:  If you have something you want to do to maintain or repair or
just have questions about your Corvair, contact us!You don't have to
wait for a date on the calendar above.

     Car Nuts Breakfast: A group of car nuts meets for breakfast the
second Thursday of the month at Bay Front Restaurant, 1075 Empire
Blvd. Some of our members have attended, including me. You'll be with
about 40 other car nuts. You know what that means: Talking about cars,
of course! In good  weather, it's almost like a mini car show in the parking
lot too. It's a good time, so come on out!



Clark’s Corvair Parts® 
Our catalog lists over 15,000 parts for your Corvair. We carry engine parts, body panels, upholstery and much
more! There are 1,000’s of reproduced items available, pages of technical information and 
lots of other helpful hints.
 
Check us out at www.corvair.com or call today to order a copy of our printed 
catalog. You will quickly see why we are the world’s largest supplier of parts 
and all your other Corvair needs. Clark’s - More than Parts! 

Clark’s Corvair Parts®                      400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-9776      www.corvair.com        email: clarks@corvair.com 

ACORN OFFICERS 

     President/Editor: Brandon Carmo
     Vice President/Treasurer/Secretary:  
     Mark Webster
     Webmaster: Marissa Andolino

From the editor... 

I'm excited to have the opportunity to work on the ACORNews! I am looking for tech
article suggestions, as well as listings for parts or cars for sale. I am also interested in
photos of member cars, ACORN outings, or photos and descriptions of any project car
updates or new acquisitions you may want to share. 

Submissions can be sent to bwcarmo@gmail.com 

Thanks, Brandon Carmo

Central Contact:

acorns.rochester@gmail.com

Thursday, March 12, 9:30 at
The Bay Front Restaurant

1075 Empire Boulevard, Rochester
(585) 482-2247

Not an official club event, but a casual meeting of
car enthusiasts. Join in if you have the time, want a

good, no-frills breakfast and enjoy plenty of car
talk. No RSVP needed, just show up, the Bay Front

has room to find seating....and LOTS of parking!!
hope to see you soon!...Annabelle

Next one should be 04/09!



FOR SALE
Got news of an early model convertible project for sale down state

toward New York City.  If  anyone is looking for a project,  let me know. I
have no photos or other information, but if  you’re interested, let me know

and I  will  forward you the phone number.

acorns.rochester@gmail.com

180 Turbo Engine for sale
call Jim Mruk 585-889-4587 for details

Parts include:
• Block I0420RL complete w/crank & cam                         • Turbo head 3856762
• Turbo housing complete 3856709                                   • Carter YH carb
• 180 Distributor 1110329                                                    • Air cleaner housing
• Intake crossover                                                                  • Misc. brackets & Tubing
• Set of 110 heads 3878566                                                 • Series 2 Engine sheet metal parts

Dean LoBrutto has some parts that he is looking to move along. 
Shoot him an email if you’re interested. 

Contact him at 585-899-0867 or dean_afs@yahoo.com

Nice set of dog dish hubcaps for Vairs: $80

PARTS SALES POLICY 
We all know that there are Corvairs "out there" that are owned by people who do not belong to CORSA or

ACORN. It was agreed and voted on to make our parts supply available only to our members. 

Here are the specifics:
 If a non-member contacts us for parts, we'll politely explain our policy and ask if he or she would like to

become a member.
 NOS parts will be sold at a 50% discount from Clark's prices.

 Used parts will be sold cheaply! 



AVAILABLE PARTS FROM THE BARTASEVICH PARTS STASH 

Wanted to buy:  140 hp Corvair engine for
Stinger replica project

Contact: Scott Banner
email: Bighobbies@aol.com

phone: 585-507-3045 



FOR SALE
ACORN PARTS SUPPLY

CONTACT: DAVE ELLIS: 585-503-9445, dellis1@rochester.rr.com 
Fastener boxes now located at Mark Webster’s shop containing items such as 1/4-20 bolts, top shroud bolts,

distributor hold down brackets, u-joint keepers, and other specialty items 

ACORN CLUB TOOL CRIB 
All tools are currently available at Mark Webter’s Shop, Contact Dave Ellis to coordinate.
Tools are signed out when the leave, and are signed back in when they are returned. ”If you break it, you replace it” 
Below are the tools available in the CRIB, as of 11/1/2018 
-(3 Available)- Hot “Valve Lash Adjustment Valve Covers”, have 6 holes in the appropriate places for socket
access
 -Coil Spring Compressors (pair)
-UNISYNC- Carb Balancing Tool 
-(3 Available)- Series 1, AXLE York Removal Tools, you will need a MAPP gas torch,,,and a big hammer too.,....
-Oil Pressure Tester, Oil Filter Bolt fitted with flexible tubing to an Oil Pressure Gage...great to check/assure oil
pressure when first firing up a brand newly rebuilt motor..... 
-Grease Gun Adapter- for greasing HD Universal Joints that have grease fittings in place... 
-(2 Available)- Steering Wheel Pullers
 -Harmonic Balancer Pulley Removal Tool...works with the engine in normal position,,,just remove the Oil
Filter... 
-Valve Guide Removal Punch
 -Wire Brush Reamer - to clean out cross-drilled holes in Crankshaft during a rebuild -Differential Side Gear
Adjuster tool
 -Piston Ring(s) Compressor, used when installing a Piston/Con Rod Assy into Jug, then attaching con rod to
crankshaft
-Fan Bearing Greasing Tool
-(2 Sets Avail.)-12 tubes-(Enough for one side of the Motor)- to hold JUGS in place whilst installing
Piston/Com Rod Assys into the jugs, and bolting up the connecting rod cap around the appropriate Crankshaft
Journal...VERY helpful!!! 





ANNUAL DUES FOR ACORN MEMBERSHIP IS $12, DUE IN JANUARY.
AFTER JANUARY, DUES ARE REDUCED BY $1 A MONTH

FIRST TIME MEMBERS/FAMILIES ARE FREE FOR THE FIRST YEAR!
Please make checks or money orders payable to:

Mark Webster
607 Winona Blvd

Rochester, NY 14617




