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Leeky Seel

April 2026

CMI club news
CMI Meeting March 10, 2026

President Pederson called the meeting to order
at 7 pm.

Tom Quinn read the creed!
Members in attendance: 31

CMI would like to welcome a new member: Eric
Ross, who owns a 1965 Coupe and a 1964
Spyder Convertible!

2 Late Model Corvairs in attendance.
Vice President Pappas read the birthdays!

President Pederson: Looking for a clothing
coordinator, please talk to Heidi (Olson).

Vice President Pappas: Looking for volunteers
to do tech sessions. Brandberg will be doing
wheel bearings tonight. April, I will be doing a
tech session regarding interior detailing. May,
Chuck Johnson will be doing a tech session
regarding exterior detailing.

Treasurer Paul Schuler: Money is good!

Secretary Amber: Regarding Facebook, how
can we spice up the CMI page? It was suggested
possible before and after pictures of people that
had restored their Corvairs. Ali Long suggested
we do a Corvair trivia of the week.

Activities Director Heidi Olson: March 28th in NE

Minneapolis, there will be a self-tour at the Fire
Museum. The arrival time would be 9:30 am. The

address is 664 22nd Ave Minneapolis, MN 55415.

The tour is approximately 1 1/2 - 2 hours.
Afterwards, there will be a meet up at La Casita
restaurant in Columbia Heights at 11:45 am.
Regarding the chili cook off, it will be at the Lions
pavilion park in Clearwater on April 25th. Heidi
will be taking care of tablecloths, while Pederson
will get the bowls and silverware for the chili cook
off; this will be a contest. Veit's is closed for the
season. May 9th will be the Breakfast Club. May
31st is GMCCA.

Director Quinn: Talked about the chili cook off.

Bill Cook donated a T-shirt for auction; it went
back to Paul Schuler who won the winning bid
for $20.

Ann Hefty won the $5 lottery!

Director Quinn: Members need to sign up! If you
don't, he will attempt to reach you.

Brandberg did a tech session regarding Corvair
rear axle wheel bearings. The rear wheel
bearings barely see any maintenance; they were
only supposed to last 80k miles. It is possible to
grease them. Brandberg then proceeded to
explain the different methods of how to grease
the wheel bearings. Just remember, the job will
be a lot easier of you pull the axle out for
clearance.

One way is to put a Zerk fitting, which he has
seen during his time as a Corvair Mechanic.

Clark's used to have new wheel bearings, but all
they carry now is used.

Meeting ended???

/4%@% .Zeaé (Amber Leah, CMI Secretary)

Corvair Minnesota Birthdays

April Birthdays

Brian Carlson
Steve Eckman
Greg Peters

Dave Steffens

As always, let me know if | have missed your name
on the Birthday List — Thanks!

Gail Quinn, Director of Treats Gailguinn263@msn.com
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Different Strokes for Different Folks

Given the title your mind may incline toward Early or Late Corvair crankshafts, 1980s B Sitcoms, the
Oddfellows Society or who knows what. We are a mixed bag and we come to Corvair Minnesota for
different reasons. Sometimes folks are around for a season and fade away, other times it turns into a
lifetime habit. The reasons people stay may be entirely different than the reasons they came. | tend to
talk to people about working on Corvairs but how your kinfolk are doing, trees in the yard, A1C levels
and more are interesting topics as well. I've always enjoyed our habit of Corvair Tech Sessions about
building or repairing Corvairs but that’s just me. | tend to see things as | am rather than seeing things
as they are. I'm sort of a sponge when it comes to things Corvair technical, for me that’s largely what
the Internet is for. If | have an inlet and no outlet I'm afraid I'll be a dead sea. | know some folks enjoy
coming to Corvair Minnesota meetings for Tech Sessions but then that’s the people | tend to
associate with. Some of us are more interested in the social aspect which | almost understand. But,
even with tri-focals it's hard for me to see that not all of you have a desire to work on Corvairs.

As Corvair Minnesota is ushering in an era of member driven Programs at the meetings that may or
may not be Tech Sessions, I'm interested to see what’s coming. Detailing and paint polishing are the
next two and I've got a lot to learn. | wouldn’t mind learning more about railroad service cars or
Kaisers. | wish | knew more about wheels and tires that will fit, | just sort of fake it. I've always liked
Mini Coopers, with sideways engines and front wheel drive they were a different stab at innovation in
our same era. Mid-engine Fieros are interesting. | never thought I'd have an affinity for Fiats of all
things but some had rear and mid-engines. Someone once said a Camaro is akin to a third
generation Corvair but they were probably just a styling geek. Of course Corvair technical topics not
presented by me would be refreshing. See VP CJ Pappas.

In March the discussion on rear axle bearings just sort of came up because | currently have some
apart. | have my methods for dealing with them but I'm largely self-taught which leaves a lot to be
desired. Ross brought Kent-Moore tools for dealing with Late bearings without removing them to the
bench. I could hardly discuss them because | didn’t understand them but learned more later. They are
very nifty tools but would be hard to duplicate from stuff at the hardware store. Maybe | can be in his
in his Will except he’ll probably outlive me. Mike has a nifty tool he purchased for Early bearings but
the aluminum didn’t hold up when he and Nathan put the screws to it. It's possible they just don’t
realize their own strength like the Hulk times two.

| don’t know if | agree with everything Richard Finch has to say in his books but he’s spot on about
giving your Corvair an annual exam. Run it in on a clean floor, jack it up and remove the wheels.
Remove the brake drums for a look at the brake linings and hardware then feel your rear wheel
bearings for excessive play or rumbly. Go through everything under the car and make sure the bolts
are tight. See if any drips develop. A little oil on things you may want to loosen someday is good.
Adjusting ignition points in the garage is way better than out in a parking lot somewhere with a
screwdriver that doesn’t fit when the car won’t start and everyone is watching. Look at your engine
running in the dark and feel along the spark plug wires for leaking electricity. Repair the interior. Bleed
your brakes to change the fluid. Check the gear oil level. Adjust the emergency brake cable. Push on
the brake pedal as hard as you can. Try to be thankful for an automotive failure occuring in your own
garage or driveway.

Jum Brandberg
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Late rear axle grease zerk

The other day my son Peter was getting his totally awesome 1964 Greenbrier ready for
the road —finally. He noted that the grease in the front wheel bearings was almost hard
with age. That made me think that the car I'm working on which hasn’t been on the
road in 25+ years probably had “hard” grease in those sealed-in back axles. So here’s
what | did.

| measured the thickness of the wall of the hub to be 0.300” about a half inch out from
the mounting flange. That’s an easy spot to get at, too. | measured the thickness by
using an open hub to experiment on. | felt the thinnest section and drilled a hole
through that area. A depth caliper said 300. So | experimented with another hole to
see if | could drill near to 300. Easy, if you stop every few seconds and stick the caliper
down the hole.....280 was an easy target. See the sketch for details. | had to find a
bottoming tap, which | didn’t have but | did have a broken -20 tap which | reshaped
and it worked quite well. Turns out the zerk were 6mm and | had to scramble to come
up with such a small metric wrench. The new zerks fit nicely on the side of the hubs.

| recall from many years ago having pumped an axle full to find its volume and it took
over 100 grease gun pumps to fill a Late rear housing/w axle. So today, | put in 50.

Fran
the Hub is 0.300" Zerks usually have a 1/4-20 thread so drill a
thick 0.220" hole about 0.280" deep.

\

7 =

Using a bottoming tap, thread the blind
hole...1/4-20. blow out all chips.

leave 020"-050" gap
undrilled

about a half inch
out from the
mounting flange

Using a well greased small drill ~ 0.050" punch
through the bottom of the tapped hole and screw in
the zerk.
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June 22-26, 2026
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
2026 CORSA International Convention

Location: Wyndham Gettysburg, 95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg, PA 17325-8397.

Reservations: Phone the hotel at 717-339-0020 and use the name CORSA National Convention for the convention rate.
Tentative schedule of events: Monday June 22: Concours Meetings, Cole Participant Meetings, Model Car Set up,
Convention Kickoff, Car Show, Valve Cover Builder Workshop + Racing. Tuesday June 23: Concours d'Elegance,
Battlefield Tour Bus with Guide, Rally Participants Meeting. Wednesday June 24: Rally, Pre-Auto Cross Tech Inspection.
Thursday June 25: Autocross, Banquet Table Assignments. Friday June 26: Econo Run, Driving Tour, Battlefield Tour Bus
with Guide, Banquet. Information: Please refer to upcoming issues of the Communique for convention previews and also
check our website, www.corvair.org for further updates and online hotel reservation links.



Corsa Convention Registration April 2026

(Must be Corsa member)

H H dam Hotel: 717-514-0020
2026 CORSA International qurvlyrentlonm gg:;;gu:gh June 22.26, 2026

LT R ]

| Primary Registrant Information (please print) | Additional Name Badges }

Name First Last

A First w Last

City/State/Zip Pk Last

Member ID: Mobile#: ( ) - |E-Mail

Total # Corvairs bringing to convention:r ‘ Provide info for cars entered in Autocross, Concours, Econo Run, Rally or Car Show

’ Car No.| Year ' Model ' Body Style i VIN No. Ext. Color “ Int. Color | Hp Trans. ‘
M I ] I

¢ - : ! ] Early [ Late =

Early prices end 5/22 Competitor Name | Car No. Competitor Name | Car No. 1 Quan Reg. | Reg. | Amount
Member Registration ’ Convention registration is for one person and that person can participate in activities. F1 $65 | $75

Non Member- primary registrant | Not a member? Add new or renewal membership fee - $40 Virtual, $60 Print (US only) 1

Additional attendee ;Age 18 and older (under 18 are free) 20 25
et e [ 2, e e e o o R
Autocross (per competitor) Y | 50 60

Concours (per car) ‘ ‘ 45 55

Economy Run (per car) ; ‘ 5 | } 30 40

Rally (per car) i ‘ |30 | 40

Edward N. Cole Competition : ? N/C 20

Corvair Car Show (per car) ; |10 15

boteh i Mt Mo bl e B e ‘. | | |

Model Car Concours (per car) i | 15 | 20 |

ol - 1. : !

Valve Cover Races (per valve cover racer) - | 10 | 15

Indoor Vendors (per table)- Tables must be purchased by May 17" t 40

Outdoor Swap Meet (per 10x20 space)- Spaces must be purchased by May 17" 20

I - - T I

Trailer Parking Needed? [_] { Length: Plate No: }

Awards Banquet (per person)  [Chicken Picatta (rice, vegetables) #

Order by June 13th :

Phetord ol W et Ba/Eios \Vegetarian (portabello, vegetables) # 60 70

Indicate meal choice/quantities. Salmon (rice pilaf, vegetables) #

Send diet restrictions to 65 75
corsaclubofice@gmail.com Flat Iron Steak (mashed potatoes, vegetables) # 7
|Bus Tour Activities 3 3 TR
Voot o Naio cancel . fouk f Participant Name | Participant Name
Al prices are per person SRk | S Eao il LA SRR |
Gettysburg Battlefield (Tuesday) - | L 29 35 |
Gettysburg Battlefield (Friday) ] - 29 35 |
Merchandise Any orders placed after 6/1 subject to availability and may not be
‘ imi@ble at the conventioyt .I(@jcite adult size.vquantities. Exrample:r 1S 2XL >

Men’s FShirt with a printed convention logo: Shirt Sizes: _S, _ M, __ L, _ XL, __ 2XL, _3XL, _4XL 22 | 32

Women'’s FShirt with a printed convention logo: Shirt Sizes: S, __ M, __ L, __ X, __ 2XL, _3XL__4XL ‘ 22 | 32
,,,,,, - b L e

Polo Shirt with printed convention logo: Shirt Szes:: _S, _ M, __ L, __ X, __2XL, _3XL__4XL 36 | 46

I would like to volunteer to help with TOTAL

Please include CHECK payable to CORSA (in US funds) or fill out the credit card information below:

ccv3
All cards Exp Krvioxci

Mail to: CORSA Club Office PO Box 68, Long Lake, MN 55356 No refunds after 6/1/2026
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January
Engine Latch Conundrum
Food Bank Needs
Corvair Christmas
Officers - 2025

February
Kumquat
SMART Bulb
40 Years Ago Januaryl1984
Obituary Elisabeth Peterson
March
1967 Front End Bushing Replacement
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Chrysler Museum
Socket Heads
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Shock Repair for FCs and Earlies
May
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Officers and Misc
Visit to Jerry Berge
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Rear Engine Cars
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A Canadian Corvair

eSEEL Xtras (available only thru Email Subscription
or by special request)

Corvair Room 1969 — January

Mike Gaynor Funeral — January

RIP Jean Lindamood Jennings — January

Air Tank Filler Adapter — February

Why Cops Tap Your Taillight — February
Battery Chargers and Maintainers — March
Guide to MicroFiber Towels — March

Dirt Cheap — April

RIP Gene Winfield — April

Uncovering the Myth of St Urho’s Day — April
First American Turbocharged 6 — May

9 Old Tools — June

All Original Yenko Stinger — July

4™ Quarter Apparel List — August

The Chevrolet Corvair Story — September
Headlight Warning and Signal Alert — October
Big Loss in the Corvair Community — November
Corsa Letter — December

How to Remove a Stuck Oil Plug — December
Letter From a Corvanatics Board Member — Dec
Time vs Miles — December
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Air Conditioning

Here is something you car buffs probably didn't know.

The 3 Goldberg brothers, Norman, Hiram, and Maxwell invented and developed
the first automobile air-conditioner. Didn't know that, did ya...

On July 17th, 1946, the temperature in Detroit was 97. The 3 brothers walked into
old man Henry Ford's office and sweet-talked his secretary into telling him that 3
gentlemen were there with the most exciting innovation in the auto industry since the
electric starter.

Henry was curious and invited them into his office. They refused and instead
asked that he come out to the parking lot to their car.

They persuaded him to get into the car which was about 130 - turned on the air-
conditioner and cooled the car off immediately.

The old man got very excited and invited them back to the office, where he
offered them 3 million dollars for the patent.

The brothers refused, saying they would settle for 2 million but they wanted the
recognition by having a label 'The Goldberg Air-Conditioner' on the dashboard of each
car that it was installed in.

Now old man Ford was more than just a little bit Anti-Semitic, and there was no
way he was going to put the Goldbergs' name on 2 million Ford cars.

They haggled back and forth for about 2 hours and finally agreed on 4 million
dollars and that just their first names would be shown.

And so, even today, all Ford air-conditioners show on the controls the names
‘Norm, Hi, & Max'.

There, now ya know it.... See, you're never too old to learn. So keep cool!!!



Leeky Seel

April 2026

For Sale in Hre Arew:

1967 Chevrolet Corvair Monza
$4,000

2.7L RWD very good condition Driven 63,871
miles manual transmission, engine good drive, 4
new tires, Exterior color: Black - Interior color: Blue
No problems, it may need a new paint, it is in
original condition. Clean title. On Facebook
Marketplace: Ahmed Adb, Minneapolis

Michael Tracy in River Falls, WI (FB Marketplace):

1963 Chevrolet Corvair Monza 900
$1,800

145 ci. 102 hp heads. 4 speed. About 30,000 mile
on rebuild(1988) not currently running, engine is
NOT seized. Has 62 front grill trim, Spider
instrument cluster and glove box door (engine is
NOT turbo) original glass. Extra parts include 2
alternators, 2 distributors, shift tube, 2 sets wheel
trim rings. 63 grill trim, extra rear air vent( under

more that | haven't found yet. 3 extra 13 X 4 rims.
Rear plastic window is bad. Will need a trailer.
Unfortunately | need to sell ASAP. Clean title.

bumper) misc trim pcs. Tail light lenses. And maybe




Check us out...

For more information on
Corvair Minnesota,
visit our website:
WWWw.corvairminnesota.com

Follow us on
Facebook:
Corvair Minnesota

of

838 members
(as of 04/28/2026)

- oneller_cfm

1960 Pre-pre- production Corvair. Original
concept economy car with minimum accessories:
mid-engine, manual steering, manual brakes and
manual transmission!

CMI Is a non-profit corporation, chartered with the CORVAIR Society of America. Send CORVAIR

Minnesota’s $20.00 annual dues, payable by January 1%, to the CMI Treasurer. Membership in

CORVAIR Minnesota entitles you to the monthly newsletter, the Leeky Seel, with free ads for

members, a club window sticker, discounts on club activities, information on parts availability and

good advice on the preservation and enjoyment of the CORVAIR automobile. Yeah!
send dues to: Paul Schuler, 23350 Wood Lane, Rogers, MN 55374

Notice anything unusual in this issue? 5™ party to respond will be entitled to 1 year membership in CMI.
Write your editor (John) at: Jherkenl@netzero.net).

THE LEEKY SEEL

408 7" st S
Hopkins, MN 55343-7722

TEMP — RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The next CMI meeting will be held on the
14t of April at Ideal Hall in St. Paul



