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Letter From the Editor Current SFBA Corsa Officers

President Ray Welter, 5240 Belvedere St, Oakland

I hope you were able to attend our last meeting. By my -
CA 94601 - Ray.Welter@gmail.com

count we had 11 SFBA members and no guests this
evening. Not bad considering Summer vacations were | vice-President Peter Tachis ptachis@gmail.com
winding down.
Secretary Clark Calkins, 5401 Victory Ct.,

I had lots of trouble generating the last newsletter. I was Fairfield, CA 94533 - (925)407-7822
doing nothing unusual but the final .PDF file came out at ClarkCalkins@gmail.com

20 MB. This was way too large for me to email. Even
printing paper copies took forever. In order to get the
newsletter distributed, I tried uploading the file to my
Google Drive account and sending everyone the link to
access it, but this was not successful. As a last resort I re-
sized all of the images to make them smaller and reas-
sembled the newsletter. I finally got the size down below

Treasurer Buck Jones, bjonestranscon@outlook.com

Committees
Membership  Joshua Deitcher, 375 Harris Ave,
Rodeo CA 94572 (510)388-4986
SFBACorsa@gmail.com

10 MB which I could send out. But ifyou had any trouble Library Dave Newell, 1481 Hamrick Lane,
receiving the newsletter, please let me know. I need to Hayward, CA 94544 - (510)782-4265
come up with a better solution. chevrobilia@yahoo.com

I received an email from Jim Long of Moto Visions say- | Newsletter Clark Calkins (address above)

ing his company provides storage space for Collector cars
in San Ramon. For those that don’t have enough garage
space at home and yet don’t want to go the full Napa
Vault route, this might be a reasonable alternative. See the
email on page 6.

Internet/Web  email : CaCalkins@astound.net
https://www.sfbacorsa.com
https://www.instagram.com/sfbacorsa/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/

bayareacorvairs/
https:/facebook.com/CORSA-San-

Carl Kelsen sent me a copy of an article he wrote for Francisco-Bay-Area-Chapter-

Restored Cars (the Australian equivalent to our Hemmings) 579950135376455/

about the restoration and RHD conversion of a 1960

Chevy Nomad Wagon by a friend of his. Merchandise https://sfbacorsa.com/sfba-club-merchandise/

h 0

e L el = These were high-end luxury cars in Australia. This beautifully re-
: , stored car is correct down to the last detail. The article is expected
to be published early next year.

Remember, if you work on your Corvair (even if it’s only to change

(see Letter... on page 11)

On The Cover: Bruce ran into some unused Hands Aluminum Wheels he thought would look petfect on his ‘65 Turbo
Corvair that he has been restoring for the last few years. With the wheels he felt he just had to have Redline tires!

The Spyder Web is published twelve times a year by SFBA Corsa, Chapter 947 of the Corvair Society Of America (CORSA). The group meets monthly on Zoom on the first
Thursday at 7:00 PM of each month. Details are included in the newsletters. Membership costs $25/yr (membership in CORSA, $38/yr, is encouraged). An associate
membership (newsletter only) is avialable for $15/yr. Memberships begin on January 1 of each year (first year is prorated at $2 per month).

Advertising space in the Spyder Web is available for $50/yr (1/4 page), $75/yr (1/2 page), and $100/yr (full page). Business card size ads are $25/yr but do not include a
subscription to the newsletter. All material should be sent to the editor (address above) or emailed to CaCalkins@astound.net. Material must be received at least two
weeks prior to the next meeting date.

USE OF MATERIAL: Written permission from the Editor is required for all original material for any use other than reprinting in a Chartered CORSA Chapter
newsletter. Permission must be sought in advance for material reprinted herein.
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Minutes of the Last Meeting

September 3, 2026

Josh got the regular meeting started

around 6:48 a bit eatly to get some news
out of the way. When the room was
opened, Josh, Buck, Peter, Ray, and I
were quickly joined by Herb, Chris,
Christy, Carl, Scott, Lane, and Don 1
hope I included everyone. Josh would
have to bug out early as he was ex-
tremely tired.

Treasury Report: The bank balance
as reported in the last newsletter stood
at $3300.88 after expenses were paid.

Membership: Josh did not report any
new members this month

Old Business: The time is running out
for us to have a Napa Vault event this
year. If this happens, a special email will
be sent to everybody with time and
date as there won’t be sufficient time
to wait for the next newsletter. I know
Josh and Bruce have been working on
this but other things have got in the way.

New Business: Josh mentioned that
the company he works for is moving
from Napa to Fairfield. Right now, the
move is taking up a lot of his time. In
the end he is hoping for an easier com-
mute and the company will have a lot
mote space.

Lane said he could not find a link to
the Newsletters on the Club’s web site.
He is using a Mac, but others said the
same thing. There used to be a link to
past newsletters, but it has disappeared.
Clark said he will contact Josh to see

what happened as Josh has been work-
ing on the web site for a while.

Clark asked if anyone present had
trouble receiving the last Newsletter?
No one said they did, but he had a lot
of problems generating the .PDF file
this month. There was nothing unusual
but following the same process he had
used for 30+ yrs, the final file came
out at a whopping 20 MB! This is much
too large for him to send via email. It
should be about 1 MB. Clark said he
had to go back and re-size all of the
images and finally got the size down to
below 10 MB which, at least, he could
send. Let Clark know if you have
trouble receiving the Newsletter.

Don’t forget there is a Corsa election
coming up and there is a seat for West-
ern Director that is open. Josh will not
be running this year. If you are inter-
ested in driving CORSA, consider run-
ning for this open seat Regardless, don’t
forget to vote.

Phil’s ’66 Corsa: Don has set up an-
other Work Day for Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th at his place in Antioch. Hope-
fully we will get a better turn-out (only
Ray showed up last time). We still have
some minor things to attend to.

Events: The Fan Belt Toss is coming
up rapidly. This will be at the same hotel
as last year. Everybody raved at how
nice that was!

Tech: Carl noticed that the meeting
was getting off on a tangent with at-

SFBA Corsa - October 2026

tendees talking about how new cars and
other items are not repairable these
days. He got us back on track with a
Corvair question (thanks!). He has his
engine back in his car and noticed that
the clearance between the exhaust pipe
and the body is minimal. Maybe Y4 to
Y2”. He asked if that was enough? Herb
and Lane both thought that should be
enough. The engine doesn’t move that
much. Herb said on his ’64 there is
about 3/8” clearance and he has never
seen or heard it touch. Christy asked if
Carl had 13” wheels on his Corvair
and, if so, did he have trouble getting
tires? Carl said yes he did but these tires
are plentiful in Australia. In years past
Holden sold many cars with 13” wheels
and baby boomers are no restoring
these so there is lots of demand for
13” tires. There are several specialty
companies that produce these tires for
the Australian market.

Carl said he now has his Quantas tick-
ets for his trip to next year’s Conven-
tion in Tennessee. He plans on being
here for about 7 weeks and will likely
spend some time (maybe a week) in
California. So don’t be surprised if he
knocks on our door!

Clark asked a question regarding the
rear grill on his ’64 coupe. The bottom
left and right each have a couple of
holes that look like they should mount
to something. But, in his car there is
nothing in this area to mount to.

(See Minutes.. on page 8 )
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Coming Events in

g E 2026...

Sept 26" Work Day #6 at Don’s house. 1520 St. Claire Dr, Antioch, CA10:00 AM.

Oct 1st Regular SFBA meeting at 7:00PM via Zoom, ID = ”243 888 8339”

Oct 23-25t Great Western Fan Belt Toss & Swap Meet, at the Double Tree by Hilton
Golf Resort

Nov 5% Regular SFBA meeting at 7:00PM via Zoom, ID = ”243 888 8339”

Dec 3 Regular SFBA meeting at 7:00PM via Zoom, ID = ”243 888 8339”

Dec 5t/12t SFBA Holiday Dinner. Time, date, and place to be determined.

SFBA CORSA Meeting Schedule 2026

Thursday Jan 1, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Feb 5, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”
Thursday Mar 5, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Apr 2, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday May 7, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Jun 4, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Jul 2, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339

Thursday Aug 6, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Sep 3, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339

Thursday Oct 1, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”
Thursday Nov 5, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Dec 3, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”
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The ‘65 Turbo Gets New Wheels

A few weeks ago one of our members mentioned he had a

set of Hands Wheels for a late model Corvair. He stated they
were never mounted and would part with them for the right
car. What I love about our hobby and club is the people - and
of course the club. The wheels were better than expected and

exceeded my expectations. When I saw the wheels I knew I
needed redlines. Here they are on my recently restored 1965
LA Factory Turbo. Many of you helped me get this one owner
car to this state. So I thank you all for that. Many thanks to the
seller of the Hands Wheels for trusting me to do the right
thing with them. I hope you enjoy a bottle of our favorite
wine as you look at the pictures!!!

SFBA Corsa - October 2026
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Moto Visions - San Ramon

Hello,

My name is Jim Long, CEO of MOTO Visions in San Ramon. We’re opening a limited number of indoor vehicle-
storage spaces in one of our buildings, and I thought this might interest your members and fellow car enthusiasts.
MOTO Visions specializes in custom, classic, performance, and specialty vehicles. We’re offering indoor storage for
collector, classic, exotic, performance, and specialty vehicles at $350 per month per vehicle.

Our goal is to provide a clean, professional indoor environment for owners who have more vehicles than garage
space, are between homes, travel frequently, or simply want to keep a special vehicle indoors and protected.

If this would be useful to your members, I would appreciate you sharing the information or directing me to the
appropriate person for your group’s newsletter, classifieds, or advertising opportunities.

Space is limited as we begin the program, and I'd be happy to arrange a facility tour for anyone interested.
Thank you,

Jim Long - CEO

18120 Bollinger, Canyon Rd.
San Ramon, CA 94583
E-mail: jim@motovisions.com
Web: motovisions.com
Office: 925-421-2781

Direct: 925-575-0183

JOIN THE CORV

AIR SOCIETY. OF AMERICA
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48th Annual Great Western Fan Belt Toss & Swap Meet
SAVE THE DATE:

October 23-25, 2026, DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort Palm Springs
67967 Vista Chino, Cathedral City, CA 92234 INFO: https://gwtbt.com/

SAVE THE DATE

OCOBER 23,25 2026

Fan Belt Toss

SFBA Corsa - October 2026 page 7



SFBA Web Site Tech Topics This Month

Date Posted

Sep 17, 2026
Sep 16, 2026
Sep 14, 2026
Sep 11, 2026
Sep 10, 2026
Sep 7, 2026

Aug 31, 2026
Aug 28, 2026

Aug 26, 2026

Subject

Upcoming Weekend Events

GWFBT Raffle Prizes

From The Corvair Historical Society: Rare Winter Rally Brochure
Upcoming Weekend Events

Sept 2026 Spyder Web Newsletter

From the Corvair Historical Society... Virtual Willow Run Tour
A Yenko Mechanic Shares Tales From Inside The Shop
Upcoming Weekend Events

Tech Tip ~ The Corvair Steering System — Steering Box to Steering
Arms

Every purchase supports

the club

Visit our SFBA CORSA store and see the variety
of items available to add to your Corvair
collection or to give as a gift to that Corvair
lover in your life. Every purchase gives SFBA a
small commission which helps the club in a big
way.

Along with club branded merchandise, you will
also find Corvair specific merch available for
purchase. Qur supplier, Zazzle, often has sales,
so check in often to save even more.
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Minutes. ..

Does anybody know what these holes
are for? Herb said they may be drain-
age holes, but Buck said they may be
just convenience holes used in the as-
sembly process. Neither Ray nor Herb,
who both have ‘64s, knew of any
mounting bracket in this area. Clark
asked about ’64 Corvair colors. How
many Reds were offered. Ray said there
were two. A Palamar Red, which is
darker, and Ember Red which Ray has.
Clark is trying to decide which color
to have his Corvair painted. The origi-
nal Red or the Blue he used when he
repainted it many years ago. Clark also
asked about sources for replacement
chrome pieces. Many pieces (headlight
bezels, wheel trim, etc.) show their age
and need to be replaced. He wants
good, but not perfect, pieces. Don sug-
gested Steve Morton in Idaho might
be a source. Clark will reach out and
see. Carl said he prefers reproduced
parts as good, used parts are often just
as expensive. Lane said ther is a place
in Oakland that restores chrome pieces.
Not cheap but sometimes you have no
choice.

Peter said he now has his Corvair back
on the road with Mel’s help. After 200
miles it’s running like a top. New paint
is a ways off right now.

Herb said years ago when he was com-
muting in his Corvair, he would on
occasion have to park outside in the
rain. When he would go to return home
there might be '/4” of water on the
floors. It leaked that bad! A while back
Herb went to Good Guys in
Pleasanton. Lots of cats but only one
Corvair. A Blue Rampside which was
for sale. But there was no one around,
justa phone number. Scott said this was
on Facebook listed at $14k. Christy said

the Good Guys seem to focus on
muscle cars. Herb said he prefers the
Good Guys in Tutlock as they have a
better assortment of cars. Not just
beauty queens with a $20k paint job.

Lane said he is progressing with his
move to Idaho. He has a set of spoked
hubcaps (14°?) that someone can have.
He doesn’t want to move them. He
also has a stock 140 air cleaner setup
he wants to get rid of. Lane said on his
last haul to Idaho, as he was going
through Reno his truck’s computer
went out. A local dealer now has it
fixed and he has to go up there and
retrieve it. He will bring everything
home and make another try a bit later.
Don said to not wait too long as we
are running out of Summer.

Buck said he was at a gas station with
his Corvair and someone said, “Is that
a Corsair?”. Buck said no, that’s an ait-
plane. “Does it have an airplane mo-

tor? No, but some have put the motor
in airplanes. “Can I see it? Sure he said
and walks to the back and opens the
engine compartment. “Oh, it’s back
there?” he said. Boy, Buck said he felt
old! Herb said now days you can say
it’s most anything, like “It’s Italian” and

people just don’t know.

Swap & Sell: Lane said on Bring A
Trailer there was a nice Crown Con-

version V-8 Corvair for sale.

Meeting adjourned about 8:13 PM.
Respectively submitted,

Clark Calkins, secretary

Performance
Corvairs

the engine builder needs
10 kinow to rebuild the Corvair for
pawer in all applications from
shreet to hull race.

Eovers all orvair engines from
1960-69.

California Bill's

SFBA Corsa - October 2026

A Revised Classic Now Available!

From Seth Emerson, successful Corvair
racer and technical guru, here is a full and
complete revision to the original How fo
Hotrod Corvair Engines by Bill
Fisher. Everything s
the engine builder
needs to know to
rebuild the Corvair
for power in all
applications from
street to full race.
Covers all Corvair
engines and chassis
from 1960-69.

ISBN 978-1-931128-22-3 « $29.95 « 176 pages

Available from the Author - Add $5 USPS shipping
(CA residents add $2.50 sales tax)

Seth Emerson

3462 Kirkwood Dr.

San lose, CA95117
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New 2019-2025 Clark’s Corvair Parts CatalogI
Free with a parts order (you pay shipping) ;;r%} P —
e Over 500 pages in 1 volume el
e 330 interior color samples on 8 pages
e All new text & layout o
e More photos & information = =
e Includes all new parts as of 2/1/19

Catalog - Free with a parts order (you pay shipping)

Order just a 2019-2025 Catalog
USA - order Cat-9 $8 (catalog & shipping) using credit card or sent in money
International - you pay the actual shipping (starting at approximately $30 shipping)

Check the website - Many Improvements!

Catalog pages much “sharper” Index takes you right to the page

Ordering a part with color options? Many screens now larger & easier
Click on the color sample to use including the
“pop-up” window shopping cart

Clark’s Corvair Parts ®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

413-625-9776 Fax:413-625-8498
www.corvair.com email: clarks@corvair.com

chevrobilia@yahoo.com

ORIGINAL CHEVROLET LITERATURE & MEMORABILIA m
Sales - Service - Parts Cars & Trucks A‘Qh
Jewelry - Model Cars - Data Books - Posters - Films ﬂ{@
Brochures - Photographs - Showroom Giveaways - Awards W

BOUGHT ——— SOLD TRADED

page 10 SFBA Corsa - October 2026



Corvair

CORVAIRS FOR SALE

'65 Corsa 140 Convertible, kept in ga-
rage, great shape, mileage uncertain
(speedo not working) . Asking $12,000
OBO. Harrison Alter, doctordad@
gmaill.com (05/26)

CORVAIRS PARTS FOR
SALE

The Sacramento club is selling two turn
key engines.

1962/1963 102 hp engine $1500
1962/1963 80 hp engine $1000

interested persons should email
sfbacorsa@gmail.com

Skip Polacchi has the following parts for
sale. Best to call evenings (530)474-4227.

1 Pair Late 110 rebuilt heads - $250

1 Pair Big Valve Heads, Bill
Thomas.all new parts, angle port ex-
haust, rotated manifold, w/mod catbs,
linkage - $1700 firm

1 New complete Clark’s Ultimate
140 carb kit, linkage & air filter - $700

1 All New Parts for an early 102 hp
NOS crank, cam, 0.030 pistons &
barrels+heads etc. You assemble - $700
We still have other misc items

CORVAIR MECHANICS

David Gray: Fairfield - Retired GM/
Corvair Mechanic. Can do minor re-
pairs, engine rebuilds, tune-ups. Located
in Fairfield but can travel. Also has parts
for sale. (916)531-0905 (corvairguru
@gmail.com)

Brian Dowdey - Classic Car mechanic
and Corvair specialist. Everything from
tuneups to engine rebuilds. Good rates.
Located in Winters, Ca. (530) 520-1414
briandowdy53@gmail.com

CORVAIRS WANTED

Early Model Hardtop in good driv-
ing condition, original paint. Contact
Ben Nourma at bennourma@
gmail.com. (02/26)

Late model Convertible, preferably
a turbo. Must be driveable and in
showable condition. Contact John
Muhlner via email at jbmuhlner@
earthlink.net. St. Helena area. (05/25)

Treasurers Report - Buck Jones

September 2026
Date Activity Check # Credit Debit Balance Status
09/01/2026  Begining Balance $3,170.11
08/26/2026  Sep newsletter (stamps) (12.41) 3,157.11 >
09/30/2026  Ending Balance ($12.41) $3,157.70

** Expense or Credit that has not been turned in yet. Bank balance is about $3,300.08.
Accumulated, unsubmitted expenses for the last 6 months are $142.38

SFBA Corsa - October 2026

Letter...

plugs or adjust the brakes), take pic-
tures and send them in to me. When
we see others working on their cars it
gives us the incentive to do the samel!

Our next Zoom meeting will be Thurs-
day, Oct 1st starting at 7:00 PM. Re-
member our permanent meeting ID#
is 243 888 8339. A reminder email will
be sent containing a link to the meeting
making it easy to join. If the link does
not work (as has happened in the past),
you can go to “https://www.zoom.
com”, click on “Meet” and then “Join
a Meeting”. Enter our permanent
meeting number (above).
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SFBA CORSA

1907 Alvarado Ave
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

CORVAIR SOCIET Y
L |

FIRST CLASS

To:

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA CHAPTER

erformance Corvairs

Silicone Wire Systems

www.perfvair.com & www.wireset.com

Seth €merson

Owner

3462 Kirkwood Dr. | (408) 24RACER

San Jose, CA 95117

€-mail to: sethracer@aol.com

Ramsell Auto Sales

Right in the Heart of Midtown
Tim Ramsell

s

Phone 1349 W. San Carlos
(408) 293-0343 San Jose, CA 95126

(951) 284-3555

15090 LA PALMA DRIVE * CHINO, CA 91710

i by 9 PARTS & REPAIR

www.CaliforniaCorvairParts.com

Corvairs Bought & Sold - Always in Stock!

Mike’s Corvair Parts

Corvair Parts at a Discount

(New, NOS, Used, and Reproductions)

(eBay Auctions, eBay Store, Web-Site)
web-site: mikescorvairparts.com
email: mdeklotz@earthlink.net
phone: (949) 294-5699




