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 From The Dashboard of Your DACC President, 
 Bill Vellner  mr.bill0728@att.net 

Well, it's been a little longer than I expected, but I finally 
have come to my "Swan Song". Our club has had some 
interesting times with a meeting location change and 
getting familiar with our new Homecoming host, but 
overall it has been a positive experience. Having said 
that, after seeing incoming President Bob Whitman's 
outline for his term in office, I feel positively 
overwhelmed. I think Bob's vision will be the benchmark 
for future DACC Presidents. Well done, Bob.  On 
another note, I don't think many of our membership 
appreciate the hard work and contributions performed 
by Ken Pepke and Lori Komora. Ken (and Ruth) have 
made our Hospitality Room, a first-class operation 
unrivalled by any other club convention, including the 
CORSA Convention. As for Lori, she has coordinated 
Homecoming, creating singlehandedly our winetasting 
event, meeting relocation and serving as a Board 
member at the same time. Talk about multitasking! I 
don't think that any of us can properly thank her for what 
she has contributed to our club.  So, as my last 
message as President, I look forward to an even better 
DACC in the coming year.  ■ 

Fall Color Tour by Pete Cimbala 
We will be going to Frankenmuth on Sunday October 
18th. for some Chicken and fixins in the Z Chef Cafe 
that is located Downstairs in the big white Zehnder's 
building. We have been there many times, and it always  
                                                          Continued on page 3. 

 A potential view of the upcoming year at DACC. 
Bob Wittmann rcwittmann@comcast.net 
A brief review from the September DACC monthly 
meeting – as the meeting started there were several 
open Board positions and concern that we might not 
have the volunteers to fill the needs.  But as the 
meeting ended, we had accepted nominations for 
Treasurer (Rich Blanchard), Secretary (Raven Hand), 
Vice President (Gary Komora) and me as 
President.  Four uncontested and accepted nominations 
sounds great, but it is only a score of 80%, with 
Activities remaining open.  I did the Activities role from 
2017 thru 2021 – which included the painful year of 
Covid.  I know this is a very challenging role, and this is 
why we have difficulties filling this position. I also 
absolutely believe Activities is the backbone of the club 
– and strengthening our Activities would increase the 
engagement within the club and overall esprit de corps.  
With this as background I have a proposal to redefine 
the classical Activities position from the person that 
plans and delivers 1or more activities monthly to more 
of a recruiting, coordination and advisory position.  I 
would see this individual as coordinating within the ‘rank 
and file’ of the club to identify, structure, communicate 
and lead regular and ad-hoc actives throughout the 
year.  Leveraging the breadth of the club should expose 
us all to more diverse activities across a larger 
geographic area. Let’s look at the next six months as an 
illustration. 
Oct: 5th DACC Meeting, 18th [Color Tour to 
Frankenmuth – Lead: Pete Cimbala - Details to follow] 
Nov: 2nd DACC Meeting, 14th 2nd Saturday – [Yates 
Cider Mill in Lake Orion Lead: Bob Wittmann] 
Dec: 7th DACC Meeting and Christmas Party – [Haven 
House Collection Lead: TBD] 
Jan: 4th DACC Meeting, 9th 2nd Saturday [Pontiac 
Transportation Museum – Lead: Al Houtman] 
Feb: 1st DACC Meeting, 13th 2nd Saturday [Chrome & 
Ice – Lead: TBD] 
Mar: 1st DACC Meeting, 13th 2nd Saturday [TBD – 
Lead: TBD] 
So, in the next 6 months, 5 activities are suggested and 
three have Leads defined.  
If there is no emerging nominee in the next month, and I 
become President, I will seek approval of the Board and 
share this proposal at the next, my first, 
Meeting.  Please consider if you are a candidate for the 
Coordinator and consider how you could contribute to 
the club by taking the "Lead" on an activity.  ■ 
 

 Make checks payable to. 
Detroit Area Corvair Club 

mailto:mr.bill0728@att.net
mailto:rcwittmann@comcast.net
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D A C C  O F F I C E R S  

President                  Bill Vellner 

Ph. 313-720-9101    mr.bill0728@att.net      

Vice President             Don Scharich 

Ph. 810-813-6974        dscharich88@gmail.com 

Membership             Lori Komora 

Ph. (734) 223-8943  Lkomora1@yahoo.com 

Editor                       Adam Morenski 

Ph. 586-354-5626    amorenski7636@wowway.com 

Treasurer                 Carol Hairsine 

6374 22 Mi. Rd. Shelby Township, MI. 48317 

Ph. 586-321-9952    hairsine@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary                 Ken Heberling 

Ph. 248-709-3622    kenheberling@comcast.net 

Activities                  Pete Koehler 

Ph.                           Pkoehler01@gmail.com 

Webmaster             John Allesee 

 

 

 From the Rear Deck of the DACC VP,    
Don Scharich  dscharich88@gmail.com 

 

 DACC September 2026 Meeting Minutes 
New Attendees: There were 3 new attendees at the 
meeting.  Charlie Baker (62 Greenbriar), Mike 
Swarthout (dune buggy), and Colin Reilly (62 
Coupe). 
There were 17 Corvairs that were driven to the 
meeting.  Kerry Bourgne has pictures on Facebook 
showing 16, plus Collin Reilly’s late arrival made 17 
total. 
Membership: We have 126 paid members (40 were 
dropped due to non-payment).  Plus, about 5 paid up 
at the meeting.   
Treasury: The balance is $12,911.36 currently.  Note 
that there are still Homecoming costs to be covered.   
Editor: Articles are due by September 17th.  Due to 
the second Monday meeting, we will need to get 
articles going for Adam to make the cut-off date for 
printing.  Also, Adam had volunteered to write an 
article for the Corsa Communique.  He is asking 
everyone to write a paragraph or two about their 
experience at the 2026 Homecoming.  Adam will then 
take all the input and generate an article that is 
effectively written by the club rather than just Adam. 
Activities: There is the American House car show on 
September 23rd in Garden City.  The VW club has 
invited the DACC to attend Air Cooled on the Hill at 
the Waterford Hills Racecourse on Sunday 
September 27th.  The Back to the Bricks Fall Road 
Rally & Color Tour is Sept 25th and 26th.  The DACC 
Fall Color Tour is being targeted for Sunday October 
18th this year.  Our Color Tour will go from the 
OverTyme Grill to Frankenmuth.  Pete K has a 
couple of Garage Squad activities coming up on a 
couple cars from Hagerty.  The goal is to fix the cars 
up for sale to help sponsor the Corvair Museum’s 
move to Ypsilanti.  There is a 61 Lakewood, and a 65 
Monza Convertible.  The proposed Drag racing at 
Darana/Milan is not going to happen this year, but 
side conversations suggest maybe June or August of 
2027. 
Board election nominations were collected at the 
September meeting.  Current nominations are as  

Like us on Facebook 

 follows: President – Bob Wittmann, Vice President – 
Gary Komora, Treasurer – Rich Blanchard, Secretary – 
Raven Hand, Editor – Adam Morenski, Activities – Open 
(still need a volunteer).  Please note that anyone can 
still volunteer to run for any of these positions.  The 
election for the board positions will be at October 
meeting. 
Swap & Sell: Mike Harrison had a variety of tools & 
gages along with floor mats (Rich B bought all) with the 
money being donated to DACC.  Mike Swarthout had a 
variety of parts.  DACC license plates are still $5.  Pete 
C has 66 yellow 4 door and has information on the 63 
convertible in Royal Oak.  John Allesee has 2026 
calendars for $5, and he is expecting to have the 2027 
calendars available in November. 
Attendance: There were 50 people in attendance.  The 
$10 attendance winner was Pete Cimbala.  The winner 
of the Facebook Picture was Tony Komora.  Tony will 
need to get his parents to provide a picture to Kerry 
Borgne for posting to the FB site. 
50/50: A total of $120 was brought in.  The winner of 
$60 was Ken Heberling (note that this was not enough 
to fill my tank!). 
Ken Heberling – Secretary  ■ 

Did you know? 
October is the tenth month of the year in the Gregorian 
calendar, featuring 31 days and serving as a peak transition 
period into autumn in the Northern Hemisphere. 
The name comes from the Latin word octo, meaning "eight". 
It was the eighth month in the early Roman calendar before 
January and February were added. 
Birth Flower: The marigold, representing comfort, warmth, 
and healing. 
Birthstones: Tourmaline and opal, which symbolize 
calmness, creativity, and hope.  ■ 

Like us on Facebook. 

mailto:mr.bill0728@att.net
mailto:dscharich88@gmail.com
mailto:Lkomora1@yahoo.com
mailto:amorenski7636@wowway.com
mailto:hairsine@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kenheberling@comcast.net
mailto:Pkoehler01@gmail.com
mailto:dscharich88@gmail.com
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Fall Color Tour continued from page 1 

seems to work if we get there a little before 
noon.  Plan to be at the OverTyme Grill & Tap Room 
4724 Dixie Hwy. Waterford, home of our monthly 
meetings at 9:00 am with leave out at 9:30 am. Our 
route will be M-15 North for the most part, I may 
change it up a little and will let everyone know of any 
changes. A possible stop in Vassar at the collection 
of our very own Rich Blanchard and a nice trip along 
the Cass River into Frankenmuth. More details may 
be added to the Facebook page closer to the actual 
event, so mark your calendars now and save the 
date. We first started going to Frankenmuth almost 
50 years ago and I have many pictures of past tours, 
time permitting I may come up with a total number of 
trips and years that they were enjoyed but not in this 
October issue as the deadline is hours away as I 
write this. ■ 
 
09/17/26 Treasury Report by Carol Hairsine 
08/17/26 Balance $13,063.36 
Income: 
Membership $420.00 
50/50 $120.00 
Donations $30.00 
Expenses: 
50/50 Payout $60.00 
Attendance  $10.00 
Newsletter $152.00 
State non profit fee $20.00 
9/17/26 Balance $13391.36  ■ 
 

Homecoming update 
I cannot express how much I appreciate all of those 
who stepped up to help at Homecoming. It was 
amazing the donations we received, and all those 
little things do add up. I am currently working on next 
year's contract with the hotel I don't have it signed 
yet, but the date looks like it is going to be July 8-11, 
2027. Yes, we do realize that national starts on 
Monday July 12th to July 16th. I have talked with 
some that like it back-to-back because they are 
coming to see us and then off to Tennessee, some 
said that they love Homecoming so much that they 
are coming to see us and are not going to national. 
The Board is looking forward to another great year 
either way. Many of you realize that we do 
Homecoming for the camaraderie and fellowship. We 
don't do it to make money, we are happy when we 
break even and last year we even have a profit, “and 
that would not have happened if it wasn't for all of the 
donations."  I also want to share with everyone what 
we learned from those who filled out the survey that 
was attached to the people’s choice voting sheet. 
The biggest complaint was about the poor AC 
conditions in the main atrium and I totally agree and I 
have and did talk with the hotel about this. I am 
hopeful that it will be working next year.  
Here are a few of the other responses. The neat thing 
was seeing how many years many have come.  

 The question was, "If this is not your first time 
being at Homecoming what made you want to 
come back? 
"Long time friends and new. By far the best run & 
welcoming show, Ken Pepke food!! And helpers..." 
"Low key, fun but not stressful. Close to home 
(Indiana)" 
"Friends, affordability, pleasant low key event. We 
don't do many Corvair events this is a good road trip." 
"People & Fun" 
"Hospitality, good friends, fun activity" 
"The people - great relationship building - new friends 
every year" 
"Swap area and Tech talks" 
"It's like a family reunion to me every year" (been 
attending 42 years) 
"The people, Valve cover races, & Funkana" 
This question was, What would make things better 
at Homecoming? 
"No Rain!" 
"Get more volunteers and make sure planning done 
in advance, help for Lori" 
"Being able to go to the Heritage Museum again. 
Otherwise, great job! (We are also looking forward to 
the Museum opening up again.) 
"Hopefully you can encourage more vendors" 
"More tech sessions, Breakfast" (The hotel does 
provide breakfast) 
"Shirts" (need to get a volunteer) 
"Better trailer parking. Date change if new venue can 
be found." (I have tried to find one the main obstacle 
is us serving food. If someone knows of a place let 
me know) 
"More family events that kids can participate in" 
(need a volunteer to run) 
"More publicity" 
"More helpers so that the few doing it don't have to 
work so hard. (Thank you) 
"We are part of a car chapter and there is never 
enough help and you all still do a great job" (Indiana) 
"As good as it gets now! Wish CORSA would avoid 
conflict time! I'll be here in 2027!!" (Ohio) 
"Food for visitors aside from registered participants" 
(The board will discuss ideas) 
Thank you to all who filled out the surveys this is just 
some but helpful. We will always welcome help in any 
way even if it's an idea for a tech talk, topping off pop 
or water if you see it low, help serving food, reaching 
out to other companies to be a vendor, etc.  
THANK YOU EVERYONE!!!! Lori and Pete  ■ 
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DACC Membership Report for the 
October 2026 AIRCOOLER 

Submitted  September 17, 2026 by Lori Komora                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Welcome to our new/renewed member:  
Collin Riley – many renewed 
Thanks for keeping your membership up to date to 
everyone who did. 
We have 131 paid members and are mailing 2 
complementary newsletters to Clark’s and the 
Ypsilanti Museum. If you can't make it to the meeting 
or Homecoming, send a check for $20.00 payable to 
Detroit Area Corvair Club to: Lori Komora – DACC.  
Address: 38143 Richland St., Livonia, MI 48150 
    **A NOTE ABOUT DUES RENEWAL DATES. 
Everyone’s due date is in June/July. If you 
haven’t renewed by the August meeting you will 
be dropped in September.  
Questions about membership, change of address, 
email info can be sent to Lori Komora at 
Lkomora1@yahoo.com (734) 223-8943 and leave a 
message. 
We have an email blast list to notify members of 
quickie tours or last-minute changes. If you would like 
to be on this list please send me your email address 
(and/or if it has changed) so we can keep this list up 
to date.  ■                                                                                          
 

SWAP & SELL 
Corvair powered street legal Dune buggy $9950. Corvair 4 
speed transaxle and front suspension. 1966 140 hp with 
headers. 290 cfm Holley 4 barrel and electric fuel pump. 
Aluminum 9 gal. tank. 215/65/15 BF Goodrich Radial TAs 
on 7in. Ansen Sprint rims in the front and 275/60/15s on IO 
in. Ansen Sprints in the rear. The frame is 3 inch x 2 inch 
metal rectangular tubing. Many more Extras. No 
Volkswagen parts. call Michael 248-765-988  ■ 

 

 

Does Your Medicare Need an Overhaul? 

 
The risks hiding under the hood could cost you more than 
you think. If you're a car enthusiast, you know a car can look 
great and seem to run fine—until you put it up on the lift and 
discover something that's been overlooked for years. Your 
Medicare coverage can be much the same. Many people 
enrolled years ago, chose a Medicare Supplement or 
Medicare Advantage plan, and haven't seriously reviewed it 
since. But do you really know what's under the hood? Do you 
know your potential out-of-pocket costs? Whether your 
doctors and prescriptions are still covered the way you 
expect? Which expenses Medicare doesn't cover? Or 
whether options available today might better fit your 
situation? Your Medicare may not need an overhaul—but it's 
worth taking a serious look at least once a year. I use a 
simple four-part approach called CARE : 
Coverage: Medicare covers a lot, but not everything. 
Depending on your coverage, you may still face premiums, 
deductibles, copays and coinsurance. And one of 
retirement's largest potential expenses—long-term custodial 
care—is generally not covered by Medicare.  
Awareness: Medicare isn't “set it and forget it.” Plans, 
premiums, prescriptions, provider networks and benefits can 
change. More importantly, your needs change too.  
Retirement: Getting sick can create costs beyond medical 
bills, including long-term care, transportation, home 
modifications and household assistance. Healthcare needs 
to be part of your retirement plan.  
Evaluation: Don't simply renew—review. Your doctors, 
prescriptions, coverage, costs and financial situation deserve 
an annual inspection. 
I'm a fellow car enthusiast and club member. My dad and I 
have made numerous trips to the Detroit area for 
Homecoming, and I've also had the opportunity to help with 
the Garage Squad. My original career was architecture, and 
today I work as a Retirement Architect. The philosophy is 
much the same: don't look at one component without 
understanding how it affects the entire structure.  
I'm offering club members a complimentary Personal CARE 
Review—no charge and no obligation. Think of it as a 
second set of eyes under the hood. I work in person, by 
phone or by Zoom. If everything is where it should be, that's 
valuable to know. If not, we may uncover gaps or 
opportunities that could potentially save you hundreds, if not 
thousands, of dollars. Your Medicare may not need an 
overhaul. But wouldn't you rather know? Dave Sambor | 
Retirement Architect 330-636-7667 www.myha.us  ■ 
 
“This article is provided for general interest only and is 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the DACC.” 

mailto:Lkomora1@yahoo.com
http://www.myha.us/


Aircooler Newsletter  5 

  



Aircooler Newsletter  6 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                              
 

 

                                        

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

         

 

 

 

         

 

         

 

 

 
                                                                                                       
 
       

The Aircooler – Adam Morenski 

15237 Roycroft 

Roseville, MI. 48066 

 

 BULK RATE 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 

00000 

  

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Parts and Services. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                             
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Check out this site and 

expand your 

Knowledge of  the 

Corvair.    
https://www.corvair.org/ 
 
Updated the CORSA Club 
Office address 

CORSA Club Office        
PO Box 68                    
Long Lake, MN 55356 

 

Clarks Corvair Parts 

400 Mohawk Trail 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

413-625-9776 

413-625-8498 Fax 

clarks@corvair.com 

www.corvair.com 
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Let’s Ask A.I. 

Here’s a complete, newsletter-ready fact pack on Michigan’s Adopt-A-Highway program — fully sourced from MDOT’s official 

releases and current program pages. You can lift any item directly into your DACC newsletter. 

         Core Program Facts 

• Michigan’s Adopt-A-Highway program began in 1990 to improve roadside cleanliness with community help.  

• Today, about 2,900 volunteer groups participate statewide.  

• Volunteers have adopted over 6,000 miles of state highway.  

• Since the program began, volunteers have collected over a million bags of trash.  

• In a typical year, volunteers collect 60,000–70,000 bags of trash, valued at roughly $5 million in cleanup labor.  

                Annual Cleanup Schedule 

MDOT schedules three statewide pickup periods each year: 

• Spring – Lower Peninsula in April; Upper Peninsula in May.  

• Summer – Statewide in mid-July.  

• Fall – Statewide in late September.  

Example (2026): 

• Spring LP: April 11–19 

• Spring UP: May 9–17 

• Summer: July 11–19 

• Fall: Sept. 19–27  

   Volunteer Requirements & How It Works 

• Groups must adopt a section of highway for at least two years.  

• A typical adopted segment is two miles long.  

• Groups must have at least three members, and volunteers must be 12 or older.  

• MDOT provides free safety vests, trash bags, and trash removal.  

• Volunteers must hold a safety meeting before each pickup and wear high-visibility yellow-green vests (federally required).  

• MDOT posts Adopt-A-Highway signs with the group’s name along their segment.  

      Impact & Participation Stats 

• In 2025, about 19,000 volunteers collected nearly 40,000 bags of trash during the three pickup periods.  

• Every year, volunteers collect over 60,000 bags statewide.  

• Several Michigan landfills accept Adopt-A-Highway trash at no charge, including sites in St. Joseph, Calhoun, Berrien, 

Niles, and Kalamazoo counties.  

              What Roads Can Be Adopted? 
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• Any state highway type: two-lane roads, limited-access freeways, boulevards, and business routes.  

• Sections are available statewide; MDOT maintains an online map of open segments.  

    Safety & Special Concerns 

MDOT provides guidance on: 

• Invasive plants along roadsides.  

• Meth waste occasionally found on roadsides (MDOT provides training videos).  

     Sponsor-A-Highway (Business Version) 

• Businesses can pay for professional litter removal on designated highways. 

• Sponsors receive FHWA-approved signs with their name/logo.  

• Managed through the Adopt-A-Highway Maintenance Corporation (info@adoptahighway.com / 800-200-0003).  

    Newsletter-Friendly Trivia & Quick Hits 

• Michigan’s Adopt-A-Highway volunteers save MDOT millions in labor costs each year.  

• The program is one of Michigan’s most successful public-volunteer partnerships, with over 2,600–2,900 groups active 

depending on the year.  

• Fall cleanup is considered a “sign of the season” in MDOT press releases.  

 
Other Corvair Club Newsletter Links, Enjoy!  
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/545e267de4b04efe627bcf85/t/6a8ce04ad6c1dc2e6f3ebf78/1787617354609/September+2026+N

ewsletter.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260829/3f1a1b97/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260825/3d247840/attachment.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LawA-lY3gekyIihM67Be2hMZfNeRSoaE/view?usp=s 

http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter627/newsltr/Sep26PCC.pdf 

http://www.daytoncorvairclub.com/ 

https://www.sfbacorsa.com/ 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260903/038e10ef/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260904/92662b86/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260903/e3a4ddd2/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260908/7a5e702b/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260912/515ed897/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260916/2072b6cf/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260912/67766c2e/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260915/95eb4503/attachment.pdf 
http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter627/newsltr/Oct26PCC.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260918/eadd82a9/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260920/912567e2/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260923/33ab00fc/attachment.pdf 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/545e267de4b04efe627bcf85/t/6ab31724007aa1248f490a49/1790121764351/CPCC+October+20

26+Newsletter.pdf 

https://www.sfbacorsa.com/ 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260926/1db47772/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260925/9fc55b2b/attachment.pdf 

http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260927/34464ce4/attachment.pdf 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/545e267de4b04efe627bcf85/t/6ab31724007aa1248f490a49/1790121764351/CPCC+October+2026+Newsletter.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/545e267de4b04efe627bcf85/t/6ab31724007aa1248f490a49/1790121764351/CPCC+October+2026+Newsletter.pdf
https://www.sfbacorsa.com/
http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260926/1db47772/attachment.pdf
http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260925/9fc55b2b/attachment.pdf
http://www.vv.corvair.org/pipermail/chapters/attachments/20260927/34464ce4/attachment.pdf
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