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ing and engineering—resulted
in a car that could have been
better, but the Corvair drove
into the world as it was. And
at the time, it seemed to have
a long, successful road ahead of
it; production numbers topped
250,000 in /60.

Except for one little thing:
The Corvair, like any rear-
engine car, could, in fact,
oversteer enough to get a
driver not familiar with rear-
engine driving dynamics
in some rear-first trouble.
Combine unexpected oversteer
with a swing-axle independent
rear suspension, and things

could get ... surprising.

A factory recommendation
of 15 psi front, 26 psi rear tire
pressure was issued, but tire
pressure warnings, as they
50 often do, went unheeded.
An unfortunate lack of a stan-
dard front sway bar—econo-
my-car cost-cutting, natural-
ly—didn’t help matters. And
accidents happened.

Yet the public didn't seem
to mind—at first. Production
neared 340,000 in 1961 and
1962, and remained relatively
strong beyond that as Chev-
rolet continued to refine
the Corvair and shuffle
the model range.

The Corvair was not con-
ceived as a particularly sporty
car; four-deor Corvairs were
the first off the line in 1960,
followed by the two-door club
coupe. The majority of 1960
cars were equipped with the
optional two-speed Powerglide
automatic transmission. But
the introduction of the Falcon/
Valiant-analogous Chevy Il
economy car in 1962 gave the
Corvair room to move toward
performance—a direetion it
was already drifting toward
with the successful debut of
the Corvair Monza concept at
the 1960 Chicago Auto Show.
And so what was launched as a

sorted Corvair suspension.

sportiness resulted in a more

A regular production option
package with antiroll bar,
stiffer springs and swing-axle =
travel limiters arrived in 1962,
This became standard in 1964,
along with a transverse rear-
suspension camber compen-
sator. Perhaps tellingly, a
handling-improving camber
compensator had been avail-
able via the aftermarket from
1960; aftermarket parts-giant
EMPI likely foresaw the de-
mand for this kit after manu-
facturing a similar setup for
its sport-oriented customer
base of Volkswagen drivers.

The sad end for the Corvair
station wagon (above left)
came in 1963, while the sport-
packaged Corvairs continued
to rise. But model-year im-

_ provements were more or less

evolutionary until a major re-
design for the 1965 model
year—which came not long be-
fore the Nov. 30, 1965 release
of a book, “Unsafe at Any
Speed,” that notoriously called

1960 CHEVROLET CORVAIR 700 SEDAN \\ DRIVETRAIN: 140-cid air-cooled H6 with aluminum block;
standard three-speed manual, optional two-speed automatic ouTPUT: 80 hp @4,400 rpm;
125 Ib-ft @ 2,400 rpm CURB WEIGHT: 2,315 |b WHEELBASE: 108 in





