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Colorado Collector Car News
In association with the Collector Car Council of Colorado

Mustang Turns 50 Years Old

One of the most celebrated cars in history, the

Mustang, celebrates its 50th birthday in 2014. 

If you are a Mustang lover like I am, you will take

the time to relish this milestone. My everyday

summer car is a 1994 Mustang GT convertible that I have owned for

almost 18 years. Congratulations to the Mustang and her loyal owners!

Here’s a link to a Jay Leno video celebrating 50 Years of Mustang:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBJODV_tyDA&feature=youtu.be
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Before we complain too much about getting into a cold car, think about how it used to be...
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Corvair crash
In mid-November, Pikes Peak Corvair Club member

Steve Goodman had an unfortunate incident while driving

to work in one of his favorite Corvairs. He wanted to let all

of the PPCC folks know he was ok, so we’re reprinting some

of his notes: 

“Hello fellow PPCC members: First off I am fine not

injured. Car fared badly. The power train was pushed so far

forward the shift tube is doubled up and the tunnel is

deformed . The rear castings, distributor, and oil cooler are

crushed. The bell housing is broken as well as the differen-

tial. The transmission is broken inside it is in neutral, but

stuck in a gear. The top is bowed upward and with the pas-

senger side windows up I can stick my hand between the

glass and the roof rail inside the car. Both doors open but

the door glass in the driver’s side overlaps the quarter glass a

full inch. The seat rails are still secure but the seat back is

broken. Even the passenger side seat back is broken and I

was alone in the car. 

I was barely moving at the time of the crash, and the

DenverRealEstate.com

North Location
7535 West 92nd Avenue

#800
Westminster, CO 80021

303-593-0305

“Voted Best Detail Shop in Denver”

South Location
5562 East Freemont Drive

#B-102
Centennial, CO 80112

303-279-7333

www.ManCaveDetail.com

Ford Fusion was going 70mph or more. There was a traffic

mess in front of me and everyone was just inching along. I

knew I was going to be hit hard. The Fusion was crushed

almost to the windshield. Her air bag saved her. Thanks for

the concern and notes I am fine. Best wishes to all, Steve.”

This story was reprinted with permission from The Drip Line, 

the monthly newsletter for the Pikes Peak Corvair Club. I am 

certainly glad that Steve survived the crash in good health, even 

if his cherished Corvair didn’t fare as well.
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It’s Your Lifestyle.

the premier auto gallery 

your elite collector community

Coming Summer of 2014!
The Village at Vehicle Vault  

(720) 883-6518 

VehicleVaultCo.com facebook@VehicleVault @VehicleVault
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more times. Ahh, teenagers…
Twenty-one years later, I

still have the Bug. There are
so many memories tied up in
that little car. During my jun-
ior year in high school, there
was a winter storm that was
so bad classes should’ve been
canceled. I passed many cars
stuck along and in the road
as I made my way to school
that morning. My car was the
only 2-wheel-drive vehicle in the high school parking lot.

Another time, there was a giant mud hole near the local
McDonald’s that the kids used to drive through. I would
take the Bug through that muck with the rest of the off-
roaders. Once, the water was so deep, we had to wait for the
rear end to sink so the wheels would get traction. There
were times we would just drive around “snow bashing”. The
car would go just about anywhere you wanted it to. The
issue arose when snow packed inside the front tires. It
became impossible to turn the wheels left or right. Lying in
snow digging around the front tires was not fun.

Today, the Bug has a much simpler life. Of the many
cars I now own, it’s the only one that ALWAYS gets garaged.
It doesn’t see snow anymore, and definitely not mud holes
or jeep trails. It is content spending the rest of its days on
sunny weekend drives, show-and-shines, and hanging out
with our friends at SACK!

Oh, and that Chevelle? It’s still in my brother’s garage.

Story reprinted with permission from 
The Mobile Director, a monthly newsletter 
of the Sunday Afternoon Car Klub. 
Photos by Joel Klassen.
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1963 Volkswagon / Jason Marks’ first car

A little history: my parents had pur-
chased a 1969 Chevelle SS 396 when
my only sibling received his driver’s
license, 16 months before I turned 16.
They figured he would drive the
Chevelle for a year and a half, and by
the time I got my license, he would
have his own car, and the Chevelle

would pass to me. Another year and a half, I’d get my own
car, and Dad would have a hobby car. Great plan, right?
Eleven days after I turned 16, I got a speeding ticket in that
Chevy. Plans changed, and Dad asked, “How about we look
for that Bug you always wanted?”

My first car was a 1963 Volkswagen Bug. It belonged to
a man who worked with my mother, and my parents were
initially against me buying the car. After several months of
searching for a Bug and finding nothing but tired and worn
out “junkers”, Dad caved in and we brought my ‘new’ car
home.

We took the whole car apart. My parents figured that
way we would know what was good and what was bad.
Mom insisted on all new brakes, from the master cylinder
to the shoes (whether it needed replacing or not). “Safety
first!” I was so excited to pick the new paint color. Today, I
might choose something a little tamer, but back then I
chose Nassau Blue from the 1987 Corvette. Mom, ever the
seamstress, whipped up new interior upholstery. Before I
knew it, I was on the road.

Two weeks later, I was hit by a drunk driver in a lifted
Nissan pickup truck. It totaled my little Bug, but I wasn’t
about to let the insurance company take it away. I took a
settlement of just less than the total loss amount, and fixed
the car. It would go on to be totaled (and repaired) two
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A BRILLIANT WAY TO INSURE YOUR SPECIALTY CAR

Agreed value
No mileage restrictions

Under construction coverage
Modern cars covered as well - Call for a quote

Paul Leuenberger  /  303-619-9891

➢ Accredited member of the American Society 
of Appraisers

➢ 25+ years of automobile judging experience

➢ Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice Compliant

➢ 120 hours of Personal Property Valuation 
courses from the University of Georgia

Call Gary George at 303-477-0189
Cell: 303-358-6860

(Available to speak at club meetings)

Do you need to know the TRUE value
of your vehicle(s)?

Auto appraisal services for any reason: Insurance, 
Purchase, Dissolution of Marriage, Estate Sale, etc.

CCCC participates in the Comitis Grocery Cart Race
The Council was proud to participate in the annual

Comitis Grocery Cart Race held on Tuesday, January 28th.
We raised a total of $600 for Comitis, the only homeless
shelter in Aurora. As a group, all of the teams that participat-
ed raised almost $17,000 for the cause. 

The Comitis Center serves families, teenagers, children,
young adults, and adults. They provide a safe shelter for
individuals that find themselves homeless, and help them
rebuild their lives. They provide, on average, 160 meals per
day to residents and emergency shelter individuals.

L to R: Dick Thompson; (hidden behind Dick) Tom Kay; Dick’s
wife Candy; Greg Akiyama

Our good friend Dick Adams is the one who got us
involved with this worthy cause. We named our team, 
TEAM STAY SILLY, in his honor. 
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1953 Alfa Romero BAT 5 Concept Car

1951 Bugatti Type 101 Ghia Roadster

1954 Siata 208S Vignale Coupe

1966 Finch Phoenix

1937 Delahaye 135MS Figoni et Falashi Roadster

1954 Buick Wildcat II

1934 Voisin C15 Saloit Roadster

1953 Chrysler GS-1 Ghia Coupe
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The Colorado Classic 
Convertible Club

invites you to join our club.

We invite you to join us for road trips, 
car shows, socializing and more! 

Our focus is on convertibles 15 years or older
and having a good time. We do at least one
major road trip a year, often two or three. 

We also do several car shows, holiday parties
and Top Down Friday Nights. 

We have members and cars of all ages, and we
are an inclusive rather than an exclusive club.

www.coloradoconvertibles.org

IMPORTANT NOTE TO OUR READERS:
Please visit or call our advertisers to inquire 
about the services and products they can provide 
to assist you.

AND PLEASE, WHEN YOU DO, MENTION 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THIS
PUBLICATION.
The advertisers need to know they are receiving 
value for their investment, and this is one way 
they can gauge the effectiveness of their advertising 
dollars. Thanks!

If you like receiving this newsletter, the only 
way to ensure that they keep coming is to 
frequent the advertisers who have made a 
financial commitment to advertise with us.



Display it at car shows on the weekend, hang it 
in your home or office during the week!

Makes a great Christmas, Father’s Day or 
Birthday present for Dad or Grandpa. 16” x 20”

$100 complete with mat and frame
$150 if I come out to take a photo of your car

Call Greg Akiyama at 303-680-8298 to order
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Brochures

Direct Mail Campaigns

Corporate Identity Programs

Print Advertising

Radio Advertising

Television Advertising

Website Design

Sales Kits

IF YOU HAVE A COMPANY 

THAT HAS GRAPHIC DESIGN /

MARKETING COMMUNICATION

NEEDS, PLEASE CONSIDER ME.

THANKS.

Greg Akiyama

303-680-8298

greg@akiyamacreative.com

www.akiyamacreative.com
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Would you like to see this newsletter continue?

I would love to continue publishing this newsletter for the enjoyment of all car owners of clubs belonging to the CCCC. 
I enjoy writing and producing this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy receiving and reading it as well. To continue operation, 
Colorado Collector Car News is actively pursuing advertising. If you have a business who would benefit from reaching 
collector car owners or you know someone who would, please contact me. Thanks!

Greg Akiyama / Publisher / 303-680-8298

Twelve Time Rate: 
Full Page - $85 per insertion
Half Page - $60 per insertion
Quarter Page - $35 per insertion
Business Card - $10 per insertion

Advertising Sizes:
Full Page - 7” x 10”
Half Page - 7” x 4.75”
Quarter Page - 3.25” x 4.75”
Business Card - 3.5” x 2”

Rates subject to change without notice

One Time Rate:
Full Page - $100
Half Page - $75
Quarter Page - $50
Business Card - $25

Three Time Rate: 
Full Page - $95 per insertion
Half Page - $70 per insertion
Quarter Page - $45 per insertion
Business Card - $20 per insertion

Six Time Rate: 
Full Page - $90 per insertion
Half Page - $65 per insertion
Quarter Page - $40 per insertion
Business Card - $15 per insertion

Colorado Collector Car News

Published by Greg s in 
association with the Collector Car
Council of Colorado.

This is a monthly publication 
dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
collector car hobby in Colorado.

Copyright 2011
Greg Akiyama
All rights reserved

ED: I am looking for other Cars of 
the Month. These cars do not have 
to be concours award winners, just 
cars that have owners who are proud 
to own them. (Don’t we all feel that
way?) To nominate a car and owner,
please contact me at gakiyama@earth-
link.net. Thanks.

ED: I am always looking for more subscribers. If you know someone who 
you think would enjoy getting my newsletter, please have them send me an 
e-mail complete with their name, club affiliation and phone number. I ask 
for a phone number because when (not if) an e-mail stops working, I can 
contact that person for an updated e-mail address rather than just stop 
sending them the newsletter. My e-mail address is: gakiyama@earthlink.net.
Thanks.

Collector Car Council of Colorado (CCCC)

President: Dick Thompson / thompson660@cs.com
Website: collectorcarcouncil.com


