
Rocky Mountain Thunderbird Club hosts Vintage Thunderbird Club
International Regional Convention

The Rocky Mountain Thunderbird Club hosted a VTCI Regional

Convention from July 23 - 25, 2015 in Grand Junction, Colorado. There

were 43 Thunderbirds registered and 88 people attended the event from 

10 states.

Activities included a driving tour through Colorado National Mon-

ument. The scenic Rim Rock Drive stretches 23 miels through the park.

offering awe inspiring views. Also on the docket was a trip to the fabulous

car collection at the Gateway Auto Museum in Gateway, Colorado. 

A fun and rewarding time was had by all, and the hard working club

members of the Rocky Mountain Thunderbird Club are to be commended.
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100-year-old Silver Ghost Rolls-Royce

The design chosen by its original owner echoed the 
luxurious “Pullman” Railway carriages pioneered by
American George
Pullman. The elegant 
passenger compartment
complete with 29 bev-
elled glass windows 
and the stylish steering
wheel

The car was com-
missioned by Rolls-
Royce connoisseur John
M. Stephens, who also
bought the first Silver
Ghost the luxury car-maker produced in 1906. The body
was built by former royal carriage-maker Barker’s of Mayfair
which had previously built coaches for King George III and
Queen Victoria.

The 7.3-litre, six-cylinder engine is still purring smoothly
and is capable of doing around 15 miles to the gallon

The original owner employed the services of the best
coach-making company, Barker and Co. Ltd, to do the 
bodywork

The car even had an early speedometer – an important
addition given that a 20mph speed limit was introduced in
1912.Unlike most car enthusiasts of his time, Mr Stephens,
from Croydon, South London, asked the makers not to
include a glass division window between the driver and the
passengers as he wanted to drive it himself rather than rely
on a chauffeur.

The car’s distinctive cream and green design echoed the
luxury ‘Pullman’ Railway carriages of the time, and it was
known as a Double Pullman Limousine.

Mr Stephens’s car is believed to be the only one of its
kind to survive with its full interior and bodywork, as many
Rolls-Royces from the era were converted into ambulances
during the First World War.
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A BRILLIANT WAY TO INSURE YOUR SPECIALTY CAR

Agreed value
No mileage restrictions

Under construction coverage
Modern cars covered as well - Call for a quote

Paul Leuenberger  /  303-619-9891

➢ Accredited member of the American Society 
of Appraisers

➢ 25+ years of automobile judging experience

➢ Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice Compliant

➢ 120 hours of Personal Property Valuation 
courses from the University of Georgia

Call Gary George at 303-477-0189
Cell: 303-358-6860

(Available to speak at club meetings)

Do you need to know the TRUE value
of your vehicle(s)?

Auto appraisal services for any reason: Insurance, 
Purchase, Dissolution of Marriage, Estate Sale, etc.
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CONCEPT CARS

The Pontiac Club de Mer was a purpose-built, concept car that was
unveiled at the General Motors Motorama in 1956 to celebrate GM's 
commitment to futuristic design. The brainchild of GM engineer-designer
was Harley Earl. The "de Mer" was a two door sport Roadster that incor-
porated innovative breakthrough styling like a sleek, low-profile body 
encasing a large powerplant. 

The Lincoln Futura was a concept car designed by the Lincoln division of
Ford Motor Company. It was built by Ghia entirely by hand in Turin, Italy,
at a cost of $250,000 (2014 equivalent: $2,200,000) and was displayed
on the auto show circuit in 1955. In 1966 the car was modified by George
Barris into the Batmobile, for the 1966 TV series Batman.

The Centurion featured a red and white fiberglass body, airplane like inte-
rior design. a full clear "bubble top" roof and the first Backup camera in
place of a Rear view mirror, although it was never shown to be functional,
merely a concept.

This hardtop coupe's design followed the lines of the planned 1957 cars. 
It had many unusual features, among them a roof section that opened
either by opening a door or activating a switch, well ahead of later T-Tops.
The car had seats that rotated out allowing the passenger easy access, a 
feature later used on some Chrysler products. The Predictor also had the
opera windows, or portholes, found on concurrent Thunderbirds.

While the X-2000 was not revolutionary in anything other than design, 
it was still an outstanding example of the 1950's design trends. The car
might have been the inspiration for the U.S.S. Enterprise - the spaceship
from the Star Trek series. In 1999, a car enthusiast saw a picture of the 
car in a book and decided to build his own version. That car is now
appearing in car shows around the world. 

Designed to resemble its namesake, the Golden Rocket had a fiberglass
body, and was one of the first cars to have a tilt-wheel. When either door
was opened, the roof panel would automatically raise and the seat would
come up 3 inches and swivel outward for easy access.
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www.BigGarageHomes.com

The Car Enthusiast Realtor for 37 years

11482 Belle Meade Drive  /  Conifer, Colorado 80433
www.11482BelleMeade.com

Incomparable Colorado Sanctuary experience property. Craftsmanship you
didn’t think existed anymore. From the all-natural materials used on the
exterior to blend perfectly into the 10 acre site to the flooring, hand 
selected in Italy — travertine marble filled, ground, honed and sealed 
in place — an old world european process. Every inch of this home will 
captivate and make you smile. Gourmet open kitchen with one-of-a-kind
custom made solid Pietra de Cardoso block farm sink. 5 bedrooms, 
exceptional Master Suite with see-through fireplace and exit to the 
covered redwood deck and hot tub. 6 baths. Great Room. Media, Recreation
Room. 7119 finished sq. feet.

Go to www.11482BelleMeade.com for 90 photos and 9 virtual tours. 
Call for digital brochure.

Professional shop is 4514 sq. feet; infrared heat; 3/4 bath; engine 
clean room; trench drains; hot water; great for car guys, collectors or
drag racers. Park your motor home with trailer end-to-end with room 
for 10 more cars!

Gerry Fitzpatrick
303-506-7641
gerryf@remax.net

www.BigGarageHomes.com

COOL PLATES

PRIC
E

REDUCED!

Call
 to

day
!
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NOW AND THEN

Maserati GT

Jaguar Type E and F

Corvette Stingray

Buratti Veryron and Type 35

Land Rover Defender

Dodge Challenger

Chevrolet Camero

BMW 507
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IMPORTANT NOTE TO OUR READERS:
Please visit or call our advertisers to inquire 
about the services and products they can provide 
to assist you.

AND PLEASE, WHEN YOU DO, MENTION 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THIS
PUBLICATION.
The advertisers need to know they are receiving 
value for their investment, and this is one way 
they can gauge the effectiveness of their advertising 
dollars. Thanks!

If you like receiving this newsletter, the only 
way to ensure that they keep coming is to 
frequent the advertisers who have made a 
financial commitment to advertise with us.

Must See Videos:

2015 Woodward Dream Cruise
Man, my life just will not be complete unless I am able to get
to this event with my T-Bird.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vepth_eqfTc

Back to the Fifties car show at the Minnesota Fair Grounds
12,000 cars. Man, this looks like fun too.
http://safeshare.tv/w/hooJXpBIjK

Parallel parking
This made me laugh.
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=772990296083073

More photos from the Rocky Mountain Thunderbird Club’s Vintage Thunderbird Club International Regional Convention



Display it at car shows on the weekend, hang it 
in your home or office during the week!

Makes a great Christmas, Father’s Day or 
Birthday present for Dad or Grandpa. 16” x 20”

$100 complete with mat and frame
$150 if I come out to take a photo of your car

Call Greg Akiyama at 303-680-8298 to order
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Brochures

Direct Mail Campaigns

Corporate Identity Programs

Print Advertising

Radio Advertising

Television Advertising

Website Design

Sales Kits

IF YOU HAVE A COMPANY 

THAT HAS GRAPHIC DESIGN /

MARKETING COMMUNICATION

NEEDS, PLEASE CONSIDER ME.

THANKS.

Greg Akiyama

303-680-8298

greg@akiyamacreative.com

www.akiyamacreative.com



Would you like to see this newsletter continue?

I would love to continue publishing this newsletter for the enjoyment of all car owners of clubs belonging to the CCCC. 
I enjoy writing and producing this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy receiving and reading it as well. To continue operation, 
Colorado Collector Car News is actively pursuing advertising. If you have a business who would benefit from reaching 
collector car owners or you know someone who would, please contact me. Thanks!

Greg Akiyama / Publisher / 303-680-8298

Twelve Time Rate: 
Full Page - $85 per insertion
Half Page - $60 per insertion
Quarter Page - $35 per insertion
Business Card - $10 per insertion

Advertising Sizes:
Full Page - 7” x 10”
Half Page - 7” x 4.75”
Quarter Page - 3.25” x 4.75”
Business Card - 3.5” x 2”

Rates subject to change without notice

One Time Rate:
Full Page - $100
Half Page - $75
Quarter Page - $50
Business Card - $25

Three Time Rate: 
Full Page - $95 per insertion
Half Page - $70 per insertion
Quarter Page - $45 per insertion
Business Card - $20 per insertion

Six Time Rate: 
Full Page - $90 per insertion
Half Page - $65 per insertion
Quarter Page - $40 per insertion
Business Card - $15 per insertion

Colorado Collector Car News

Published by Greg s in 
association with the Collector Car
Council of Colorado.

This is a monthly publication 
dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
collector car hobby in Colorado.

Copyright 2011
Greg Akiyama
All rights reserved

ED: I am looking for other Cars of 
the Month. These cars do not have 
to be concours award winners, just 
cars that have owners who are proud 
to own them. (Don’t we all feel that
way?) To nominate a car and owner,
please contact me at gakiyama@earth-
link.net. Thanks.

ED: I am always looking for more subscribers. If you know someone who 
you think would enjoy getting my newsletter, please have them send me an 
e-mail complete with their name, club affiliation and phone number. I ask 
for a phone number because when (not if) an e-mail stops working, I can 
contact that person for an updated e-mail address rather than just stop 
sending them the newsletter. My e-mail address is: gakiyama@earthlink.net.
Thanks.

Collector Car Council of Colorado (CCCC)

President: Dick Thompson / thompson660@cs.com
Website: collectorcarcouncil.com
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