
Day 4 - June 4th, Wednesday, this day would be a diversion
off U.S. 20. My goal was to get the Coupe into Minnesota. 
I drove up scenic State 150 and visited Minnesota's oldest
Norwegian Settlement at Spring Grove. After a 15 mile loop
we were back in Iowa on Iowa 76. Following an interesting
stop at Effigy Mounds National Monument, the Mississippi
was crossed into Prairie du Chein, Wisconsin. Galena, Illinois
was the destination for the day and we reached it coming in
from the north. (278 mi day)

U.S. Grant's home in Galena, Illinois

Day 5 - June 5th, Thursday, U.S. 20 becomes the U.S. Grant
Highway across Illinois because Galena, was Civil War General
and our 18th President's home town. This town is a "you
shouldn't miss it" stop. I spent 4 hours touring the Grant
Home (which was furnished by actual family pieces - not 
just period correct) and the town itself. U.S. 20 is a pretty 
road across northern Illinois but I left it going south on
Illinois 251 to Rochelle and east on Ill 38 which is actually the
Lincoln Highway (U.S. 30) to DeKalb.  (142 mi day)

Day 6 - June 6th, Friday, 70th Anniversary of D-Day (1944).  
I stayed at Joe and Sue Martinez's house in DeKalb Thursday,
Friday, Saturday night. They are former Sheridan, CO resi-
dents. Friday, Joe and Susie drove me to Wrigley Field for a
Cub's game. I was last at Wrigley in the summer of '68 where 
I witnessed "Mr. Cub", Ernie Banks hit a grand slam. Where
did the last 46 years go?  

Day 7 - June 7th, Saturday, Relaxed around DeKalb and toured
(Continued on next page) 1
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Lone Wolf Tour IV (In a ‘39 V-860 Coupe)  by Tom Webb

(Ed - This is the first of a series of stories by Tom Webb. He has
made some incredible trips in this ‘39 Coupe. I thank him for shar-
ing these fascinating stories with us. I don’t know many people who
would make a trip like this, especially by himself. Tom certainly is 
to be commended for his dedication to the collector car hobby. This
is part 1 of a 2 part story.)

The Goals of the trip:
1.  Take a road trip on the Coupe's 75th Birthday.
2.  Drive north to Lusk, Wyoming and resume my U.S. 20

highway trip east to Boston.
3.  Visit numerous "bucket list" destinations along the way.
4.  The possibility of the Coupe traveling in 22 "new" states.
5.  Get to Ocean City, MD and travel U.S. 50 West to 

Pueblo, CO completing the U.S. 20/U.S. 50 loop coast 
to coast.

6.  Attend the Eastern National Early V-8 Meet in 
Gettysburg, PA (June 23 - 26)

7 .  Prove the road-worthiness of my '39 V-8 60hp Coupe.

Day 1 - June 1st, Sunday, 6:00 am start north on Colorado
Blvd. to U.S. 85, north to Cheyenne. Everything in Wyoming
was green and pristine. Arrived at Fort Robinson (NE) State
Park in a driving rain storm. Waited a couple hours - the sky
turned blue with a slight breeze and I was able to get the tent
down relatively to dry ground. Just a perfect evening followed.
(345 mi. day)

Day 2 - June 2nd, Monday, headed east on U.S. 20 through
Chadron and made a photo stop at Cody, NE at an old Ford
dealership. U.S. 20 is a pretty smooth road throughout the
length of Nebraska. My goal was to get back to Plainview,
which was my first home. My dad taught and coached there 
3 years after returning from the South Pacific in WW II. I got
the U.S. 20 trip idea by going east and west from Plainview
years ago and discovering it was a true coast to coast road.
Stayed the night in Wausa which is 10 mi north of 20 and 
my mother's home town. (373 mi day)

Day 3 - June 3rd, Tuesday, I made a stop south of 20 in
Wayne, where I was born. I crossed into Iowa over the
Missouri, and got to my planned destination at Backbone
State Park (Iowa's oldest state park) built by the CCC's in 
the 30's. Nice scenic park but tent could hardly get up quick
enough with mosquitoes feeding on me! (394 mi day)
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Presented by Havana Auto Parts
A benefit for the Collector Car Council of Colorado

FREE Event! — Thousands of Classic Cars, Music, Food and More!
Festival Sites: Water Park - Stampede / Havana Machine / Gibby’s

Please support Havana Street Businesses
Purchase something from a Havana Street business on Saturday June 10th and bring the receipt to the Poker Run 
Booth at the Waterpark/Stampede to receive a FREE vehicle windshield sun shade with case (while supplies last)

Saturday, June 10, 2017 — Noon to 6 p.m.

Poker Run
Prizes: Ocean Cruise, Tools 
and cash runner-up award

4th Annual Mini-Model Car
“Cruise” at Havana Machine
Registration 9-11 a.m.
Judging and Awards at 4 p.m.

Car Show
Pre-Cruise 9 - 11 a.m.

KBPI’s Willie B’s Garage Show
broadcasting live from the

Havana Machine Festival Site

10th Annual

Lone Wolf Tour IV  (Continued from Page 1)

Sue's workplace - the campus of Northern Illinois University.

Day 8 - June 8th, Sunday, I got a good 5:45 a.m. start. I want-
ed to get through the big city of Chicago before most traffic
woke up. I left U.S. 20 near Goshen and took a diagonal route
to Auburn, IN, my destination for the day. I visited the
Auburn/Cord/Duesenberg Museum.  (261 mi day)

Day 9 - June 9th, Monday, the day started with a 2 hour visit
to the collections of the Early Ford V-8 Foundation. Got back
on U.S. 20 two miles inside of Ohio and on to Fayette. Drove
up into Michigan & east to Morenci before returning to U.S.
20 east. Spent the night at Findley State Park 12 miles south 
of 20.  (239 mi day)

Day 10 - June 10th, Tuesday, this was my Cleveland Day! U.S.
Route 6 was my plan getting through this Metropolis! U.S. 6
ran 35 mph by some nice homes on the lake to my pre-
planned destination of The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.I
stayed 3 hours, but also need to keep on movin'. Ended the
day at Lake Erie State Park in N.Y.  (210 mi day)

Day 11 - June 11th, Wednesday, I wanted to avoid Buffalo and
its morning traffic so I left 20 north on State 78 to Lockport. 
I wanted to see Mac's Auto Parts and I got a tour of the place,
quite an operation. Leaving there I traveled 20 mi west to my

first ever viewing of Niagara Falls - It is definitely quite a spec-
tacle! Back on 20 east to Geneva and down the east side of
Seneca Lake (one of NY's famous "finger lakes"). A lot of rain
that night but the tent was up early.  (285 mi day)

Day 12 - June 12, Thursday, a short road day spent with my
friend and fellow Ft. Logan History board member Jane
Howard at her long-time family home on Skaneateles Lake. 
It rained most of the night and was glad my gear was dry for
the time being!  (83 mi day)

Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown, New York

Day 13 - June 13th, Friday, I drove north up the east side 
of Skaneateles Lake to 20.  Then east to my goal for the day,
Cooperstown and the Baseball Hall of Fame. I spent 3 1/2 

(Continued on Page 4)
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For Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information call 262-275-5050 or go to
www.Mecum.com

CO License 43295

BUY.
PRE-REGISTER TO SAVE $100 OFF OFF STANDARD BIDDER REGISTRATION

Standard Bidder Registrations received on or after the first day of the auction are $200
Includes admission for two (one Bidder and one Guest)

SELL.
REQUEST FOR POSITION FORMS CAN BE COMPLETED ONLINE AT WWW.MECUM.COM

To speak with a Consignment Agent call 262-275-5050

SPECTATE.
ADVANCE ONLINE TICKET PRICE IS $20 PER PERSON

$30 at the door and online on or after the first day of the auction (per person, per day)
Children 12 and younger admitted at no charge



4

A BRILLIANT WAY TO INSURE YOUR SPECIALTY CAR

Agreed value  -  No mileage restrictions  -  Under construction coverage
Modern cars covered as well  -  Call for a quote

Paul Leuenberger  /  303-619-9891 / CCCC Members Receive a 10% Discount

Lone Wolf Tour IV  (Continued from Page 2)

hours here taking many photos of my boyhood heroes'
plaques. Definitely on my "bucket-list", this was a very 
special day. After that, I headed north on the west side of
Ostego Lake. It is the "glimmer glass"("because the lake
glimmered like glass") of James Fenmiore Cooper's
Leatherstocking Tales. At Glimmer Glass State Park I took a
tour of Hyde Hall Mansion and estate of George Clarke who
inherited 120,000 acres from his grandfather Col. George
Clarke (Lt. Governor of N.Y. from 1736 - 1744). The man-
sion is considered one of the finest surviving examples of
Classical Revival Architecture in America. (146 mi day)

Day 14 - June 14th, Saturday, took off early through Albany,
the N.Y. capital city. Went up State 7 to "tag" Vermont at
Bennington. Of course, while there, had to stop at
Hemmings! Nice car collection and restored filling station
gift shop.  Vermont was a new state for me. Drove south 
on 7 where it meets 20 near Pittsfield, Mass. on through
"rough" sections of road in Springfield to a camp ground
just north of Sturbridge. (Wells State Park)  (256 mi day)

Day 15 - June 15th, Sunday - No getting off U.S. 20 this
close to its' end! I got great photos in front of Longfellow's
Wayside Inn at 7:00 a.m. This historic Inn was purchased 
by Henry Ford, who owned the Inn from 1923 - 45. This is
the oldest Inn still operating in the U.S. Nearly 300 years!
Henry's restoration effort included A Grist Mill built in 

Longfellow's Wayside Inn, Marlborough, Massachusetts

1929. The stone-ground whole wheat flour providing
Pepperidge Farms with their entire supply for cookie making
and other products.  On through Cambridge to Boston. I was
there - at my U.S. 20 East Finish. Drove up Highway 1 up 
the coast to tag New Hampshire and Kittery, ME before getting
on the Interstate (495) into Amesbury, Mass. Got a photo in
front of LeBaron - Bonney (Antique Auto Upholstery). Circled
Boston on the outside in the truck lane at 60-65 mph. Stayed
near Torrington, Mass at my first motel!  (279 mi day)

(ED - This ends the first part of this fascinating journey The second
part will be published next month.
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OPERATION PONTIAC RESURRECTION  By Gary Canady

In 1767, Chief Pontiac rallied the Ottawa Tribe to help 
a lady nurse the family horse back to health. The horse had
served well by providing enjoyable family outings and being
the center of many memories. Three hundred fifty years later,
John Flaherty of the Colorado Chapter of the Pontiac-
Oakland-GMC club spoke to the chapter members about a
similar situation. Michele “Mike” Hartman had a need to sell
the family fun car. The car, a 1967 Pontiac convertible, had 
not been driven for nineteen years.  It sat in the garage with
flat tires, 12 gallons of old gasoline, and a dead battery. The
car had been advertised for sale but potential buyers were not
willing to make an offer on a car that was not running.

At the January meeting of the Colorado chapter, it was
decided to take the car on as a project and get it road-worthy
and sold. Several chapter members formed “Mike and the
Mechanics” to work Saturdays and plow into Operation
Pontiac Resurrection. It started with removing and cleaning
the gas tank and cleaning or replacing fuel lines. The fuel
pump was replaced and the carburetor rebuilt. There was a
drain on the battery that was found to be a faulty turn signal

“Mike” and the Mechanics

flasher. The shifter for the automatic transmission had been
broken for years and got replaced and the console was cleaned
up and installed. The wheels and tires were replaced. The
engine was tuned up. After six weeks, the car started. The
engine was brought up to temperature and a leaking radiator
raised its ugly head. The radiator was rebuilt and now the car
was ready to go. The car was sold and exported to Sweden.

There is a lot of pressure in Colorado to get old cars off
the road. The pressure comes from car dealers. junk yards, 
and environmentalists. Car hobbyist need to make a positive
impression to help maintain the old car hobby. What was
done to help Mike is one positive statement by the Colorado
chapter. We received help from Colorado Tire and Service Co,
Havana Auto Parts, Gold Star Radiator and Mike – she provid-
ed 24 gallons of coffee, 6 dozen doughnuts, and several pizzas
— as welll as bunch of Colorado Pontiacers got to know each
other better.
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An Official Hagerty Insurance Expert Repair Center

5794 S. Datura Street / Littleton, CO 80120 / (303)-794-6201

(Located just south of Littleton Boulevard, a few blocks east of downtown Littleton)
www.carsrememberwhen.com

Mention this ad to receive a 10% discount on your first visit.

Whether you need 
mechanical repair, minor body work or a full restoration,

we will treat your collector car like it is our own.

We have all of the equipment, resources and expertise necessary to handle any need you 
may have with your collector automobile — everything from exotic and foreign to classic.

Our mission is to not only take care of your collector car, but to take care of you too.



The Mother of all Tow Trucks – Big Bertha Mystery Solved

Up until recently, the legend of “Big Bertha” was a mystery but now the truck’s make up has been identified. Mike Heimes
provided many of the details – “My Uncle Louie Prinzing owned the Browncroft Garage located on Atlantic Avenue in Rochester,
New York. The truck was built by Buddy Barg and McDonald Welding in Webster, New York. The cab was designed to sit four pas-
sengers, one to the left of the driver and two to his right. I believe it was built on a Mack chassis because it had a Tri-plex transmis-
sion with two shifters. One stick was for a five-speed transmission, and the other stick was for hi-low range and the overdrive.

The tubing on the back of the boom of 
the truck could be unhooked and put down 
to use as outriggers and the tubes behind the
cab could also be used for the same purpose. 
It was equipped with a generator to run the 
big lights for nighttime recovery. 

Mike continued to say that it was very 
difficult to decipher what kind of truck is 
under all of Big Bertha’s “gingerbread”. But
under all of that “bling”, I think you will find 
a 1930 to ’33 GMC Model “T” with the same
specifications as offered on the T-41 to T-61
models. Look closely at the rounded radiator,
and you can just barely make out the round
GMC emblem, and the cab is the same, they
even both have the oval rear window.

8

➢ Accredited member of the American Society 
of Appraisers

➢ 25+ years of automobile judging experience

➢ Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice Compliant

➢ 120 hours of Personal Property Valuation 
courses from the University of Georgia

Call Gary George at 303-477-0189
Cell: 303-358-6860

(Available to speak at club meetings)

Do you need to know the TRUE value
of your vehicle(s)?

Auto appraisal services for any reason: Insurance, 
Purchase, Dissolution of Marriage, Estate Sale, etc.

REGISTER AT: HOLYROLLERSCARSHOW.COM | INFO: HOLYROLLERSCARSHOW@GMAIL.COM

AWARDS FOR TOP 25 CARS | ALL YEARS & MAKES WELCOME
PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

C H A R I T Y
C A R S H O W

K N I G H T S  O F  C O L U M B U S  C O U N C I L  # 1 0 9 6 1  P R E S E N T S

SATURDAY, AUG. 19TH 9AM
-2PM

O N  T H E  G R A S S  I N  M I D W A Y  P A R K
B R O O M F I E L D ,  C O L O R A D O

Register at: www.HolyRollersCarShow.com 
E-mail: HolyRollersCarShow@gmail.com
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Kodachrome Photo Series: Original photos from years past...when cars were an essential part of any photograph.
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Odd Vehicles
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Display it at car shows on the weekend, hang it 
in your home or office during the week!

Makes a great Christmas, Father’s Day or 
Birthday present for Dad or Grandpa. 16” x 20”

$100 complete with mat and frame
$150 if I come out to take a photo of your car

Call Greg Akiyama at 303-680-8298 to order
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IMPORTANT NOTE TO OUR READERS:
Please visit or call our advertisers to inquire 
about the services and products they can provide 
to assist you.

AND PLEASE, WHEN YOU DO, MENTION 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THIS
PUBLICATION.
The advertisers need to know they are receiving 
value for their investment, and this is one way 
they can gauge the effectiveness of their advertising 
dollars. Thanks!

If you like receiving this newsletter, the only 
way to ensure that they keep coming is to 
frequent the advertisers who have made a 
financial commitment to advertise with us.



Would you like to see this newsletter continue?

I would love to continue publishing this newsletter for the enjoyment of all car owners of clubs belonging to the CCCC. 
I enjoy writing and producing this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy receiving and reading it as well. To continue operation, 
Colorado Collector Car News is actively pursuing advertising. If you have a business who would benefit from reaching 
collector car owners or you know someone who would, please contact me. Thanks!

Greg Akiyama / Publisher / 303-680-8298

Twelve Time Rate: 
Full Page - $85 per insertion
Half Page - $60 per insertion
Quarter Page - $35 per insertion
Business Card - $10 per insertion

Advertising Sizes:
Full Page - 7” x 10”
Half Page - 7” x 4.75”
Quarter Page - 3.25” x 4.75”
Business Card - 3.5” x 2”

Rates subject to change without notice

One Time Rate:
Full Page - $100
Half Page - $75
Quarter Page - $50
Business Card - $25

Three Time Rate: 
Full Page - $95 per insertion
Half Page - $70 per insertion
Quarter Page - $45 per insertion
Business Card - $20 per insertion

Six Time Rate: 
Full Page - $90 per insertion
Half Page - $65 per insertion
Quarter Page - $40 per insertion
Business Card - $15 per insertion

Colorado Collector Car News

Published by Greg s in 
association with the Collector Car
Council of Colorado.

This is a monthly publication 
dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
collector car hobby in Colorado.

Copyright 2011
Greg Akiyama
All rights reserved

ED: I am looking for other Cars of 
the Month. These cars do not have 
to be concours award winners, just 
cars that have owners who are proud 
to own them. (Don’t we all feel that
way?) To nominate a car and owner,
please contact me at gakiyama@earth-
link.net. Thanks.

ED: I am always looking for more subscribers. If you know someone who 
you think would enjoy getting my newsletter, please have them send me an 
e-mail complete with their name, club affiliation and phone number. I ask 
for a phone number because when (not if) an e-mail stops working, I can 
contact that person for an updated e-mail address rather than just stop 
sending them the newsletter. My e-mail address is: gakiyama@earthlink.net.
Thanks.

Collector Car Council of Colorado (CCCC)

President: Dick Thompson / thompson660@cs.com
Website: collectorcarcouncil.com
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