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Landmark Lincoln Car Show

On September 23rd, Landmark Lincoln held it’s annual
Lincoln, Mercury and Ford show. The weather was a bit cold
and cloudy, but there was a great turnout anyway. 132 cars
came out and were treated to great cars, great food and free
test drives in brand new Lincoln’s. I personally test drove a
new Lincoln Continental and holy smokes, this is a wonderful
automobile. Stylish, luxurious and fast. What more could you
want in a new car. If you are in the market for a new car you
owe it to yourself to look at and drive a new Lincoln.

Thanks to Landmark and it staff along with the hard
working club members of the Lincoln Continential Owners
Club for putting on a wonderful event. This is definitely one
of my favorite shows of the year.
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More photos from the Landmark Lincoln Car Show
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www.gatewayclass iccars .com
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1957 Chevrolet Introduction Day at Capitol Chevrolet

Back in time, new car introduction
day was a major event that resulted 
in showrooms filled with people and
traffic jams caused by drivers cruising 
by to catch a glimpse of the new offer-
ings. Today hardly anyone pays atten-
tion on the day that the new models 
are unveiled, and most trips the local
dealer are to the service department, 
and end up with the visitors sitting 
in the waiting room staring at the 
television. 

This scene at Capitol Chevrolet 
in Austin, Texas, at West 5th Street 
and Lamar Boulevard on October 
19, 1956, shows a number of people
congregated there, and the parking 
lot is full of cars. Out in front of the dealership, a salesman is taking a couple out for a 
test drive in a left over 1956 Chevrolet sedan. Across the street is Davis Motor Sales that 
apparently sold used cars. Capital Chevrolet is still operating today in a different location 
at 6200 Interstate Highway 35 in Austin.

A BRILLIANT WAY TO INSURE YOUR SPECIALTY CAR

Agreed value  -  No mileage restrictions  -  Under construction coverage
Modern cars covered as well  -  Call for a quote

Paul Leuenberger  /  303-619-9891 / CCCC Members Receive a 10% Discount
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An Official Hagerty Insurance Expert Repair Center

5794 S. Datura Street / Littleton, CO 80120 / (303)-794-6201

(Located just south of Littleton Boulevard, a few blocks east of downtown Littleton)
www.carsrememberwhen.com

Mention this ad to receive a 10% discount on your first visit.

Whether you need 
mechanical repair, minor body work or a full restoration,

we will treat your collector car like it is our own.

We have all of the equipment, resources and expertise necessary to handle any need you 
may have with your collector automobile — everything from exotic and foreign to classic.

Our mission is to not only take care of your collector car, but to take care of you too.
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➢ Accredited member of the American Society 
of Appraisers

➢ 25+ years of automobile judging experience

➢ Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice Compliant

➢ 120 hours of Personal Property Valuation 
courses from the University of Georgia

Call Gary George at 303-477-0189
Cell: 303-358-6860

(Available to speak at club meetings)

Do you need to know the TRUE value
of your vehicle(s)?

Auto appraisal services for any reason: Insurance, 
Purchase, Dissolution of Marriage, Estate Sale, etc.

Where do old bumper cars go?
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Pebble Beach has built its reputation on pre-war automo-
tive elegance, and selecting Isotta Fraschini as a featured class
this year continued this tradition. The chance to see twenty
examples by the revered automaker in one place was truly
remarkable.

Founded in 1900 in Milan, Italy, Isotta Fraschini quickly
moved from importing and selling automobiles to focus on
manufacturing passenger and racing cars. Although they were
one of the early pioneers to use an overhead cam and four-
wheel brakes, and produced the first production car with an
inline eight-cylinder engine, the company is best known for
manufacturing one of the most expensive and luxurious cars 
of the 1920s and early-’30s.

In an era when luxury automakers paired with independ-
ent coachbuilders to create extravagant one-off automobiles,
Isotta Fraschini was one of the most desired vehicles for the
richest of the rich, high society, and movie stars, and embod-
ied the wealth and overabundance of the time. The many
embellishments like custom upholstery unique to each car,
magnificent woodwork and my favorite detail – the ornate
radiator grill guards – make each car a work of art.

Although not extravagant, Isotta Fraschini Chassis No. 1 
is historically significant for being the first car the emerging
automaker produced and it consists of a simple chassis with 
a single-cylinder De Dion-Bouton engine, that was used 
primarily for factory testing. One of its most unusual features
is having Henry Ford’s name on the large plaque attached 
to the radiator. In 1930 Ford considered investing in Isotta
Fraschini and Chassis 1 was given to him during negotiations

for display at the then-new Henry Ford Museum. The invest-
ment never happened, and after a short time on view in
Dearborn, Michigan it spent many decades in storage. When 
it finally returned to Italy, the period style wicker seats and
support were added.

Like many manufacturers, Isotta Fraschini entered into
the racing arena as a way to both develop and market their
cars, including entries in early Indianapolis 500 races. This
1913 Tipo IM Race Car is one of six built and one of three 
to race at Indy that year. Powered by a four-cylinder engine
with a single overhead cam, none of the Isottas’ finished due
to mechanical issues, although the chance to study one now
shows that the company’s fine craftsmanship and style are
readily apparent in their competition machines.

Isotta Fraschini Stars at the 2017 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance

1901 Isotta Fraschini Chassis No. 1



Viewing Isotta Fraschini’s side-by-side in a Concours setting
also becomes a study of the various coachbuilders that lent
their signature styling and detail to each body built. Italian
Coachbuilder Cesare Sala was an early collaborator with Isotta,
and the 1927 Tipo 8A Cesare Sala Torpedo in the lead photo 
is an admirable example of his work. The Torpedo’s finely
crafted coachwork with very refined and exquisite wood cover-
ing and moldings was a joy to examine at the Concours.

Although Castagna built attractive bodies for many different
marquees, it’s hard for me to separate this coachbuilder from
Isotta Fraschini. It is fitting that Castagna coachwork was also 
a featured class because the two companies together represent
the roaring twenties in fine form and the signature Art Deco
radiator guards that adorn many Isottas’ were originally the
work of Castagna. 
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French coachbuilder Saoutchik is more related with
Hispano Suiza and Delahaye, but his work was also represent-
ed with the 1927 Tipo 8A Saoutchik Coupé Chauffeur. The
sweeping aluminum cowl molding leading to the windshield
is so unique yet so Saoutchik. 

The United States was a large market for Isotta Fraschini,
and many of the cars sold in the US were purchased in chassis
form and bodied stateside. Also on display were excellent
examples with coachwork by LeBaron and Fleetwood.

The 1928 Tipo 8A Castagna Commodore on display is a
familiar favorite too. It is part of the Academy of Art Collection
in San Francisco. The Commodore body style while still
refined is the most sporting version.

Isotta Fraschini was not able to transition back to car pro-
duction after World War II, but the firm did try. Six prototypes
of the Tipo 8C Monterosa were made but never made it into
production. Two prototypes survive, and the 1947 Tipo 8C
Monterosa Touring Coupe and the 1948 Tipo 8C Monterosa
Boneschi Cabriolet. These were highly advanced luxury cars
and included spring operated doors, hinged fenders, and fea-
tured convenient dashboard activation of a Fraschini jacking
system fitted on all four corners. With the high cost of produc-
tion, the Monterosa never found an audience.

1913 Isotta Fraschini Tipo IM Racing Car

1930 Isotta Fraschini Typo 8A Castagna Special Sports Torpedo

1927Isotta Fraschini Tipo 8A Saoutchik Coupé Chauffeur

1928 Isotta Fraschini Typo 8A LeBaron Cabriolet

1929 Isotta Fraschini Typo 8A Castagna Imperial Cabriolet
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Would you like to see this newsletter continue?

I would love to continue publishing this newsletter for the enjoyment of all car owners of clubs belonging to the CCCC. 
I enjoy writing and producing this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy receiving and reading it as well. To continue operation, 
Colorado Collector Car News is actively pursuing advertising. If you have a business who would benefit from reaching 
collector car owners or you know someone who would, please contact me. Thanks!

Greg Akiyama / Publisher / 303-680-8298

Twelve Time Rate: 
Full Page - $85 per insertion
Half Page - $60 per insertion
Quarter Page - $35 per insertion
Business Card - $10 per insertion

Advertising Sizes:
Full Page - 7” x 10”
Half Page - 7” x 4.75”
Quarter Page - 3.25” x 4.75”
Business Card - 3.5” x 2”

Rates subject to change without notice

One Time Rate:
Full Page - $100
Half Page - $75
Quarter Page - $50
Business Card - $25

Three Time Rate: 
Full Page - $95 per insertion
Half Page - $70 per insertion
Quarter Page - $45 per insertion
Business Card - $20 per insertion

Six Time Rate: 
Full Page - $90 per insertion
Half Page - $65 per insertion
Quarter Page - $40 per insertion
Business Card - $15 per insertion

Colorado Collector Car News

Published by Greg s in 
association with the Collector Car
Council of Colorado.

This is a monthly publication 
dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
collector car hobby in Colorado.

Copyright 2011
Greg Akiyama
All rights reserved

ED: I am looking for other Cars of 
the Month. These cars do not have 
to be concours award winners, just 
cars that have owners who are proud 
to own them. (Don’t we all feel that
way?) To nominate a car and owner,
please contact me at gakiyama@earth-
link.net. Thanks.

ED: I am always looking for more subscribers. If you know someone who 
you think would enjoy getting my newsletter, please have them send me an 
e-mail complete with their name, club affiliation and phone number. I ask 
for a phone number because when (not if) an e-mail stops working, I can 
contact that person for an updated e-mail address rather than just stop 
sending them the newsletter. My e-mail address is: gakiyama@earthlink.net.
Thanks.

Collector Car Council of Colorado (CCCC)

President: Dick Thompson / thompson660@cs.com
Website: collectorcarcouncil.com
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