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In May, the Rocky Mountain Thunderbird Club visited
the Cussler Museum to view some of the wonderful automo-
biles that Clive Cussler has collected. To say this collection is
impressive is a vast understatement. If your club has not
toured this collection it is well worth your time. The museum
is located at 14959 West 69th Avenue, Arvada, CO 80007. The
museum is open regularly Monday - Thursday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., May through September. You can call them to set up a
special Saturday viewing at 303-420-2795. Their web site is:
www.cusslermuseum.com

Here are just a few of the cars that are on display. Of
course, many of these automobiles were highlighted in Clive’s
books. If you have never read any of Clive’s books, and you
like action, adventure, you are missing out. Enjoy!

(Continued on next page)
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Cussler Collecion continued
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Presented by Havana Auto Parts
A benefit for the Collector Car Council of Colorado

FREE Event! — Thousands of Classic Cars, Music, Food and More!

Festival Sites: Havana Machine - 840 S. Havana / Gibby’s 1555 S. Havana
Havana Exchange 2822 S. Havana (at Yale)

Please support Havana Street Businesses

Saturday, June 9, 2018 — Noon to 6 p.m.

Poker Run
Prizes: Ocean Cruise, Tools 
and Second Chance Prize.

5th Annual Mini-Model Car
“Cruise” at Havana Machine
Registration 9-11 a.m.
Judging and Awards at 4 p.m.

Car Show
Pre-Cruise 9 - 11 a.m.

KBPI’s Willie B’s Garage Show
broadcasting live from the

Havana Machine Festival Site

11th Annual

Please come out and enjoy the day at the Havana Cruise 

I don’t make it a habit of writing editorials in my newsletter — in fact this may be the first time — but I
am making an exception to take a few moments to talk about the Havana Cruise. I have been personally
involved with this event for many years, and I can say honestly, that this is one of the great events of the sum-
mer. It’s fun from beginning to end, and it is a unique opportunity to get out and enjoy a car show and a cruise
with thousands of folks who share your interest and passion for collector cars. 

Gayle Jetchick from On Havana Street, and Dick Thompson from the Colorado Collector Car Council put
in a ton of time and effort each year to see that the Havana Cruise is a quality event. Suffice to say the Cruise
could not happen without the efforts of both of these folks and the people that help them behind the scene as
well as the many car clubs that volunteer their time to work the event.

The Colorado Collector Car Council is vitally important to our hobby. It’s the council and the lobbyist they
employ that keep a constant look out for legislation that might directly or indirectly have a negative effect on
our collector car hobby. The Havana Cruise is vitally important to the financial well being of the Council,
which is why the Council has taken such an active partnership in the event with Gayle and her folks.

So, come out and enjoy the day at the Havana Cruise and in doing so, realize you are helping the Havana
Street merchants and the Colorado Collector Car Council. That’s a virtual “win-win” situation.

Thanks for taking the time to read this, and let’s go cruising!



4



5
www.hagerty.com

The Colburn Automobile Co. / Denver, Colorado / 1906-1911 

The Colburn Automobile Co. was formed by Judge Ernest
A. Colburn, pioneer and wealthy mining man from Cripple
Creek, Colorado. The Colburn was designed and build by his
two sons, Ernest A. Colburn, Jr. and H. C. Colburn. 

The Colburn was built in Colorado and this state was not
a particularly good place for American Automobiles. 

The Colburn brothers built the first four cylinder engine
especially designed to perform in high altitudes. Colburn
automobiles were very popular in the Rocky Mountain region.

Colburn production included interesting model names.
In 1906 a Model C Touring Car and Model D Roadster also
known as the "Rex Alta" was produced on a 107 inch wheel
base. These automobile were equipped with a four cylinder
was cooled engine that developed 25 horsepower. 

A new Colburn called the "Skyscraper" (shown above)
entered the market in 1908. It had the same high altitude 
four cylinder engine as the "Rex Alta". 

In 1909 a 30 horsepower Touring Car and Roadster 
were made by The Colburn Automobile Co. In addition they 

(Continued on page 6)

Colburn 1907 Skyscraper Touring Car

Colburn 1909 Model D Roadster



The Colburn Automobile Co. Continued

produced a large 116 inch wheel base 40 horsepower Model H
Touring Car. Colburn automobiles were exceptionally fast and
the 1909 model shown above won a 200 mile road race near
Denver, as well as many track events.

In 1910 The Colburn Automobile Co. announced that
they were going to handle Renault automobiles in Denver for
the State of Colorado. The new cars had reinforced axles,
heavy duty springs and extra high clearances. The radiator was
mounted behind the engine and had a sloping hood. These
Renault Touring Cars and Roadsters were re-branded as the
Model E Colburn's. 

Additional 1910 models included a Model M built as a
Touring Car and Roadster with a 112 inch wheel base and a
four cylinder engine that developed 30 horsepower. A large
seven passenger Touring Car with 114 inch wheel base and 
a four cylinder engine that was rated at 45 horsepower. 

In 1911 a much larger seven passenger 122 inch wheel
base Colburn Model N was made. It was their last American
Automobile. It had a four cylinder engine rated at 38 horse-
power, sliding gear transmission using the selective type of
operation and having four forward speeds. 

Colburn 1910 Model 35 Tourning Car

Colburn Assembly Plant
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➢ Accredited member of the American Society 
of Appraisers

➢ 25+ years of automobile judging experience

➢ Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice Compliant

➢ 120 hours of Personal Property Valuation 
courses from the University of Georgia

Call Gary George at 303-477-0189
Cell: 303-358-6860

(Available to speak at club meetings)

Do you need to know the TRUE value
of your vehicle(s)?

Auto appraisal services for any reason: Insurance, 
Purchase, Dissolution of Marriage, Estate Sale, etc.

Expert Mechanical Repair 
on 1976 and Older Classic Cars

➢ Carbs
➢ Tuneup
➢ Brakes
➢ Suspension
➢ Electical
➢ And More

Detailing Services Also Available

Contact Peter Repka at 720-456-7724 
or 303-810-1513

1980 South Quebec Street
Northside of Building / Door 16

(Two Buildings North of The Dumb Friends League)

Bring in, or mention this ad and receive a 10% discount on your first visit.
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An Official Hagerty Insurance Expert Repair Center

5794 S. Datura Street / Littleton, CO 80120 / (303)-794-6201

(Located just south of Littleton Boulevard, a few blocks east of downtown Littleton)
www.carsrememberwhen.com

Mention this ad to receive a 10% discount on your first visit.

Whether you need 
mechanical repair, minor body work or a full restoration,

we will treat your collector car like it is our own.

We have all of the equipment, resources and expertise necessary to handle any need you 
may have with your collector automobile — everything from exotic and foreign to classic.

Our mission is to not only take care of your collector car, but to take care of you too.
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Alfa Romeo, the Italian car manufacturer, traces its begin-
nings to France. The company was initially founded as Società
Anonima Italiana Darracq (SAID) in 1906 by the French auto-
mobile firm of Alexandre Darracq, with some Italian investors.
After the partnership failed, one of the investors, Cavaliere Ugo
Stella, moved the company and renamed it as Anonima
Lombarda Fabbrica Automobili or A.L.F.A.

The first logo of ALFA was designed in 1910 by Romano
Cattaneo, and has an interesting story. He was once waiting for
a tram at the Piazza Castello station in Milan, when he was
inspired by the Red Cross on the Milan Flag and the Coat of
Arms of the Noble House of Visconti. The words ALFA and
MILANO were written around the two symbols separated by
two Savoia Dynasty Knots, to honor the kingdom of Italy.

In 1916, Neapolitan businessman Nicola Romeo bought
the company and converted its factories to produce munitions
for World War I. In 1918, the badge was redesigned by
Giuseppe Merosi, to include the words ALFA and ROMEO. 

Post war, the company went back to producing cars and
was named after its owner as Alfa Romeo.

IMPORTANT NOTE TO OUR READERS:

Please visit or call our advertisers to inquire 
about the services and products they can provide 
to assist you.

AND PLEASE, WHEN YOU DO, PLEASE 
MENTION THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN 
THIS PUBLICATION.

The advertisers need to know they are receiving 
value for their investment, and by you mentioning 
you saw their ad one way they can gauge the 
effectiveness of their advertising dollars. 

This newsletter is totally funded by advertising, so 
without their support, this newsletter would cease 
to exist.

Thanks for your help!
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www.gatewayclassiccars.com



A BRILLIANT WAY TO INSURE YOUR SPECIALTY CAR

Agreed value  -  No mileage restrictions  -  Under construction coverage
Modern cars covered as well  -  Call for a quote

Paul Leuenberger  /  303-619-9891 / CCCC Members Receive a 10% Discount
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Would you like to see this newsletter continue?

I would love to continue publishing this newsletter for the enjoyment of all car owners of clubs belonging to the CCCC. 
I enjoy writing and producing this newsletter, and I hope you enjoy receiving and reading it as well. To continue operation, 
Colorado Collector Car News is actively pursuing advertising. If you have a business who would benefit from reaching 
collector car owners or you know someone who would, please contact me. Thanks!

Greg Akiyama / Publisher / 303-680-8298

Twelve Time Rate: 
Full Page - $85 per insertion
Half Page - $60 per insertion
Quarter Page - $35 per insertion
Business Card - $10 per insertion

Advertising Sizes:
Full Page - 7” x 10”
Half Page - 7” x 4.75”
Quarter Page - 3.25” x 4.75”
Business Card - 3.5” x 2”

Rates subject to change without notice

One Time Rate:
Full Page - $100
Half Page - $75
Quarter Page - $50
Business Card - $25

Three Time Rate: 
Full Page - $95 per insertion
Half Page - $70 per insertion
Quarter Page - $45 per insertion
Business Card - $20 per insertion

Six Time Rate: 
Full Page - $90 per insertion
Half Page - $65 per insertion
Quarter Page - $40 per insertion
Business Card - $15 per insertion

Colorado Collector Car News

Published by Greg s in 
association with the Collector Car
Council of Colorado.

This is a monthly publication 
dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
collector car hobby in Colorado.

Copyright 2011
Greg Akiyama
All rights reserved

ED: I am looking for other Cars of 
the Month. These cars do not have 
to be concours award winners, just 
cars that have owners who are proud 
to own them. (Don’t we all feel that
way?) To nominate a car and owner,
please contact me at gakiyama@earth-
link.net. Thanks.

ED: I am always looking for more subscribers. If you know someone who 
you think would enjoy getting my newsletter, please have them send me an 
e-mail complete with their name, club affiliation and phone number. I ask 
for a phone number because when (not if) an e-mail stops working, I can 
contact that person for an updated e-mail address rather than just stop 
sending them the newsletter. My e-mail address is: gakiyama@earthlink.net.
Thanks.

Collector Car Council of Colorado (CCCC)

President: Dick Thompson / thompson660@cs.com
Website: collectorcarcouncil.com
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