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American- revolution A proud Ed Cole, Chevrolet,s general manager,
shows off the rear-mounted air-cooled engine of the groundbreJking
corvair. Turn to page 44 for the full story of colet controversial crealion
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I nroduced in 1959 as a 1960 model, the
I co^,ir{as reiered to a6 the'Che\ry-

I \\\. bv Chevrolet insideF duringits

I developnent. Tbe associarion $ith thc
I Yolk$v.Aen was oltcn nadc nla critical
way b) indlstry obseNcrs, rvho were quick to
drarv the coochsion thai the conoirrvas rear
enghed and air-cooled becausc that N.s the
conrbnution that had helped nV sales to soar
over the 100,000 mark nr 1958 and 1959.

Some nrdusiry watchers, especiall\- in
Durope, el€n 6Fead rhe slory drat the CoFair
had dctu.ll,ybeen desiEncd by the PoNche
orarnisation utrder contract to chevrolet.
Ferdinand ?orcche, olcourse, hxd desiAoed
dre oriFnal volksNdgen, bui rlle lo6che nrm
did not.onsult or adyise on anl aspcct ol
the Cowa dcsign.,\t the tnte Chelrolet
had more than 2000 engineers and Nas q te
capable oi handling thejob. Ierry Porsche
himsellrvas interested in thc Conair, ofco!rce,
and through tluschke von H.nstein afangcd to
buy one ol thc first oiT dre linc

Ed Cole's convictiofl that there Nas a
grorviog markei ior sn.llercarc tlun it
did to tcll hi how to dcsign lis dre.m.

\t1o $ere late. to jonr hin ar Cherrotct, Cole
spent ndDy ofhis oll-duit hours ai dr dr.Ning
board, sketcbing ideas lb. ihe n.st real postwar
automobiles, as opposed to the Nanned-up
19J0s modeh that had filled the gap.

llngines ofthese carc kept noring to tbe
ref Earl.v nr his career (lole had drned the
reaFenAired British Durner that bad be€n
denonstrated in Detroit. Ue had also seen
Bill Stoutt rvorlt on the Scar.b.In llle 1940s
the exist.nce oldle TuckoNas a poNerlul
demonstration that a large car \!ith a llat-six
eniire nr the rear co d sork. Morc sigiilicant
was the experience Cole linsell had had $ith
an experimental car built in 19.16.t Cadillac,
a iastback Pontiac coup€ \rith a Cadillac \a
Nhere dre bacft seat N.sj drivirlA a de Dion rear
.xle tluough a bu$like lee-drne. Cole drore
tl]is car, s'ith dual rcar tyres at e.ch side to
h,ndle its $ eight, throqb nosr ol. bhstcry-
sno\'l Detroit Nnrter

,\ir-coolinE also kept sborving trpon Cole's
draivnuboard. The tank he Norl(ed on at
Clevel.nd hrd. Continental ilat-six enAire.
It was .ir'coolcd,lihc fic smaller Continental
dat-six thai poNcred the Bonanzd lightplane
he N.s lllingprivately at tbat tine. These

Cenlre, the li6t complete drive rain sas
installed in a re$'orlied Po.sche'I,\pe 3s6 hodv/
chassis. Dagcr as a kid, Ed Colc hopped in and
behed away.Iiier a high{peed session on the
local roads hc rerrmed and sd sith a grin,

Made genqal nan.gcr oi Cher.olet i'r Jul,y,
1956, Cole conld nove laster In nvo Po6chcs
rnd several vanxhalls the erpernnenral
enAnrddriv€ assenblies were already being
road-tested. At his request, GNI chjefstylist
fldrle,r Earl setaside a cornerofBob \lcleant
sedi'seoct Rcscarch Sildio lbr dr lirst trials
ol sr.yles in scale-modcl ibrm in ^ugusr,1956.
r\jtcr an interiorpackage was worked outon
a 102-inch Nhcclbdse, rhe proiect doved ro
iull-scale in the r\dvanced Studio in charge of

obelry engineers had aheady made a
complete prototlpe with a bod,y of then orvn
creation. Early in 1957 casts were taken at
diliercnt tines ol diiierent parts olfte fas!
changinE shape olfie clal nodel, to be used
lbr tbe liNt lisbeFbnilt ca. The otrtconre Nas
a monArel iD lool(s hut the eoEineers cared
little as long as they could drjve it. This and
othcr earl,y cars had iakc grilles. To heighten
the illNion, a car ior testingin the lGntucky
Tennessee a.ea {as elen equipped ivith a brg
screen in iiont otthe iake grille...

Ay dre liBt Neeli ot Septenrber, 1957,
Dd Cole had an advanced stylingnodel and

a prototype tb.r ran pretty rvell. He dow

It can also be sho$n that dte \\Vcould hak
hdd verr"little eftcci on chevrol€t's nranner oi
engineeringthe Co.v.ir, eren rhoqh. as \€
shall see, Porsche clussis plattbrms Ncre uscd
a6 Dn es dnring derelopdent. Id 1956, Nhen
a runnilg protot,Ype had been bnilt,nd st.vh4
{ork h.d already bceun. llv reAistrations in
thc US were still at the relatil€lv loNlevelol
55,690. Ther" bad rhen spectacularlr fronr
onl.r 8895 in 1954, to bc sure, brt this sen'ed
mo.e to confirn Cfie'rolet chiefenFneer :

t .

had a scllingjob to do. Hh target was
HarloN Curiice, president oIGN. an ace
salesnun himseltand tbe last of thc one-
man rulers ol CeneralNotore. Curtice

h.d certain ideas about cars. One was
; that thcy should be .s large as possible.

Another N.s that the engine shodd be nr
iiont and there should be a high, r'ointed
btrlEe in tbe bonner line that Nould

clearlr shos it szs undeneath. Curticc
vould be no pusho\€rfor cole\ corvan.
Ed Cole had, as usu.l, donc hh honeNork.

\\rhen the Con'an linall) .ppe.red, VNs
were.cgistered at a rrtc ol 150,60r in
19s9, s'hich Nas Nbat nadc thc Imcric.n
neNcone.look to maD.! lille a cop.vcat.

Dd oole also sa$'from volk$vaAen:s
exanple that the pcople Nho Nere bu,ving
nnported cars Nere inicrcsred in unlsual
enA'nee.hg.s well as snull size.Ii he bnilt a
c.r that rvas difi:erent, Cole reasoned, it Nonld
.ppeal to dren rvhile being less likely to steal
s.les aNay ho GII'S biA caN - the manr
concen of nrany top executn$. And coles
Coflair rvas certaidly ditereDt.

Beibrc Conair, Ed$,.rd Nicholas Colc
was Aener.l ft.nager ofCadill.c\ tdnk pldnt

in Cleveland. l-ttcr Con2ir, he Nas no less
than president ofrhe mightv Gene.al llotors
Corporation. Others inrested more detail
engineeringin the Con'airthan Dd Cole did,
btrt he is oD record as dre c.r's creator Cole
conceired this 6mallcar nl irs n.in ouihlc
and snccesslulN sold it to Gene.al Nlotos
mamgenent. Tbe conception took place Nbile
he was Chev.vb clicfengineer and dre go-

xhe.d N.s gn€n alier he hxd moved to getreral

managerehip ot e Chevrolet Dn'isiofl.
r\ Michigan bo"v, Cole h.d attr.cted

Cadill.ct atlentio! $hile stiU a siudcni ar rhc
General Nlotors Institute nr nint. in 193:l he
was workn{ till tine as a Cadillac engineer.
nainir on engine design. \Vhen in ch.rCe of
Cadillac's Cleleland tankllant in 1950. he
.naDged ibr a room at the Lakesho.e Hotel
!o be equipped ior eqineertuA sork. There,
vith associaGs H.(y Bar and l(ai llansen,
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experiences couvirced Cole and his associates
that.n-cooltug could be right toru car engine
thdr had to be sinplc. dcpendable and liAht in
Neigbt $iile doi.g a heafy'dur.vjob.

Ir Mr.y of 1952 Ed Cole was pickcd togo to
Chevy as chielengnreerio enliren its stodgy
prcdtut ltue. One ofhis hAt nolcs \as the
establisbDrent ola resea.ch dnd developneni
departnreot nr the hnnds otDnAlishnr.n
Uiuricc Ollet, an inquisiti\€ enAiDeer who
had $orkcd Nith EarleMacPhercon on GN\
postNx. cadet stuall-car prqiect. Olle.v
brouAbt Nith him one olthe in.lnstry\ nosi
conulete po.tiblios on tbe pssibilities ot

Cole ibcussed lth R&D tean on i'rteAral
strucrrfes .dd spcci.l tlrc design ar li$r.
\veight NasEoinAio be cn,cial, he coold scel
in 1954 he was ahead,v negotiaftrE ibr a
quanthr suppl,v of the aluDriniun he Nas sure
ro need. B.y 1955 a proposed desi€n for the
smallcarNas wcll adlanced.In the spring of
19s7, at Chcvy-s iicshl]'ninted Engiieering

lle Nas dble to neld nost ofdle qrcstions
Curtice posed Nhile ther w.lked round aclay
tuodelol fte Corvair'io-be. He alreddy lud firn
cost data thatshoved the carcould be lo\y in
price. TheD Cole asked Curtice to talie a spin
with him in the protot,\'pe. Alter thdt dle chiet
execurife rvas gtudgirgl.y approfing: "l drilrlt

rou\'e got somedltug there, Ed."
Widr Curtice'.s tenta$ e oka,t, Cole Nrote .

nreDro to top GNI oflicials on 9dr September,
1957, condrminE thar Chevfolet yould handle
fie de6iAn, developmeot, styling, testingand
nanuf.cturing process planning ibr thc'Holdetr
25'. It didnt indicate |hat Chcry Nould also
manuidctrue the carj no.conld it at this 6tage.
HoldeD, CNIis coNpact Austrrlian marque, ga\c
cover to the Con'air project. To eDhance dre
deception, CN's Overseas Operations Dn'ision
issued orders to Chevrolet for the neN car
In Novenbcr, 1957, it et€n vhed Chevy

l The Corua r's revolltionary a Fcoo ed a umi.lum
{at-six was u ke antth n9 seen ln contemporary
ma nsiream amerlcan cars
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ahotri it hun r\usrrali., rrgingthri it be

Oncc II.r1o\' Rld Crtrtic! dccnlcd hc
N..!.d somellinc, hr s.ired ir .i!h( .\'.r'.
In O.iober tNo mo.c lloldcr'frototrfls
Nere rtprolcd. In l).ccnrber rnd thcn in
,hnlr{ tN. finil hlrdl.s \rerc !.!kcd is
(hc rcN c.r Nrs.lrnNcd b! GIls po$!di,l
Drtgnrcernr! l'dicr (;ronr.rd ftcn bv thc
bod ol dircctds. whi.h nnloolted tbr
co crs ol cash lir production xnd xssiA',ed
dre.j.b to (lherrolcr ajround \'.s hrol{e! in
,lulr of 19:S tor x co,nfl.ielr n.\'lhnt it
\\rill(^v Ilur,llichigrn. to !rodtrcc dre

The C.niifs shrpc vrs Nell (Lnncd
b! c.r1r l1)5s. \'Il.-n it tot thc !.ccn li{ht.
,\s complctcd, th! Con{n'.s strhrg \rs
rcknoNhdled thc Norld orer rs nrxserri,l.
I t  i s  rnxr r i  rh .  rhs !  inU lcn t ix l  . rd  . r iA ina l
srrlirA snren.n$ oi rhe rostNir cfu Sonrc
o l  rhe  l i r s t . t t !n r f rs .  cd . r ! idX drc  L .  S .1 lc
code nrmc, $erc {\1i,1 cor(ortcd big cdr
shrpes comprosscd onb tbc (br\!ir's snraller
rnnatu.e. (nrduxllr. otrt ola Nchcf ol
brlbosirics- r.1c,i slnn sh.IE emerAcd

'flc 
ide. oi. sh.rp. r.isc.t borc lirc'

cncitulint rhe lrodf \.s conrrorcLsi.i,
delendcd b\ tho dcsiAncrs N !.
.nhrn . .n rcn t  o l th . l i i h t  loo l i  ther  $usht
Th. lnr! $rs uxdurllr raisrd as tfio sbape
Nrs  d . r . l . r .n  rnd  !ncr  x  do \nNxrd . l i f
. r  rhe  koDt , t  (he  c . r tosr l r !  oDc. ld rc
(jd\riri nos( hu$rrtn{ s(!lin{ pdncns:
its hck of a lirco. l he Nrcli.ls/lt,.V\lirchell
shr ! . .1  th .  r i rs t  p r .d ! . t io .  ( l . rv i i r  insp i red
nr r r r  n r r r r t i .n r ! rs  . l ) ro id  to  !n ru lx t ion
iftl oririlhr cofrinA ,\Dorg dre nr.st
bhtrnr cxr lles Ncrc dre Sinrci 1000,
I I i l In . r  l  f .  I i . r  l . l01 t l5 ( r1 ) . rd , \_SU Pr ioz .

(l(nc-s comp.ct $xs!on{ t0 bc
.ompl icx ted . , \n r i r -coo led  en4 inc  r .d
ind.pcndcni rcrr susfensnnr $cre not
s )n) i  io  be  che. f  n ,  hu i ld  Th is  m.dc  i t
inrff{tne t,, {cr rs nn,ch cost our oi tllc
bor lv .s  toss i l ) l c .  Cos t .  to  the  l )od !  dcs iArc r ,
is \ciihr. lt.Nnuon (i\ls expcricDcc rvith
dcs i lns  I i ) .  i i s  o \ . . sc rs  r l l l l i r tes ,  ( ihc r ! .nd

I;isher ln r pl.nned in integrnl srrnctu.e
Nith nr.jor n,lltr,Des.t the honi,nd rerr
to crr.t the susfersior Ther crorc lcrv
close to thcn sei{ht txr4cts. p.ri.!610
pounds botu thc ch{ssislbdv wciAht olthc

r\ stilncss tr.Aet oI6000 pourds lect tc.
dclrcc nr trsion $$ estxblishcd Ibr thc
hodv stru.trtr€, nret e.silr b! tlre drst te$
lchicie on i 1r)2 iocb wheclbase rnd rlso
b! its l08 nrch srcccssor, strctchcd ro A.nr
mo.c lront-sc.t lcg nb . Stiiii.ss in torsiotr
ol the 6.al p.odnotidr p.orot)pe Nas an Sz
pounds l.et pcr dclree.

Crxdlcd Nithin the rcxrsnb-iianc Nas ltd
Coles cre.ti{n. the Corrrir's flat-sir enline.
Incrir.bl!, i( N.s coDplcr, Nirh tNo herds-
sixscl)ir.te cvln cr barrcls.nd hro
cranhcxse balves hr its hnal lbrd ir $ds
heavicr Drore conrplic.ted,nd nrore cxtensivc
than Cole hrd iDtendcd. perhaps nrore so
th.r lre h.d dssurcd Curtice it wolld be.

'fhe cboice ola fl.t-six engine \!.s
unnsurl nr those d.rs, long betorc I'orsrhels
911. fes had been desiAncd sDccincxllr ib.
clrs One Nas an exFri men!.l llerc.des
engire olrhe nidrilos r\nother w.s
the origi!,lTucher six. The fla!'sir w.s
mnch more r_rpicallv.n aircrait cngnle.
lir.nHnN, Contirentals a.d Llconinls
in rhis forn.t werc conrmo.,likc thc oDe
in Colc's Bonanza D&nidaftn otfiesc
shovs th.r ihe cranksluri can be verv ligbr
and simfle, with ibtrr main bearinAs and no
counter$eiAbts, nnd rlso th.r dre camshalt
can get b.r Nith nine lobes iNlead ol12,
Nith the e\hansi lob€s doi'Adouble dnty.

\\'itlr decades olexFriencc bchind it,
Chcyrolet w.s exlert at estiftatug dre lilicly
NciAht ofa nc$ car or cdCin.. Y€t it was $rll
o thc niark 1!irh thc Co^'air six. The rargcr
rveiAht hrd been 28S Funds but the
actu.l Neiglt ol. 19an) con.ir enainc $,.s
366 lotrnds No other pirr oldre crr Nas
over$eiAhr b! so Areat. percenmAc ofenor
This4ap bet$ccn bopc and rcrlirr Nas
Nnlcned b! cost consid.rxtnn*, .ddinA
7lJ punds o.:l.s per cent ro ihc tor.lw.igbt
ol thc crr\tere it could do thc dost ha.m -

Nell b.hind rhe rc.r axlc.
cdc h.d bct his Ncigbt rstnn.te oD a

p.odrction rottdc.il,.c, an cn{nre lormed
ol r\'o n.nlsvmmefical rlLrninrnnn die
cx$inlls, cach oomfrisina hrll x cratrkc.sc,
finned crlinder brnels,nd inicirrl hc.ds.
\\rhcr this prorcd mo.drancc(l lbr thc state
ol rlre dnulicrLdng .rr, drc ncxt opti,)n
\r{s I l{rotrt like thrt on thc ancr.tt engin.s:
n niduxl cylinlers Nitb irrteArrlhcads ot
rlunrinium, holted to the crrnltc.se. This too
Nxs r step tm hr lbr (ill in ihc lrtc 1950s.
llrch step ofdesiAn eroh,lknr led tanhcr
.My honr thc ldiqlc cngidc Colc hoped to
blild, kldtug . lew dore poudds.

'Ihc dcsign bI ldclbcrt ',\1 &nbe dr.t
rcnr.ined could hardlr aroid lool{ing liltc a
.ross-section ola \bll{sN.gcn crAinc. Thc
rccrilinen.sflir crankcase with irs fl.rcd
bottonr had more olin aircralt tlxvolr,
hovele.,\nd n $.s cast ir alL'mnr' m
rrthd than tbc nrch lightd nagncsnrn
prelencd bI the (icrnran lirnr.Instrumentcd
rcsts ofPorsche and orher aiFcooled engines

rrolidcd lsefuld.ta. Sinelc c,rlindc. tesr
cnAi,rcs vicld.d iniornrati{rn or chamber
shifes and iir coolidg ctiects. ltin.lly,
co flete sir-c!lilder test er{iocs wcrc
nndc ibr dur.i)ilit! bsrs

Novcl air'coohrE problcnrs Ne.c posed by
thc (lonair enenre! condaurarion. r\bnomally
lir4e spacinA betseeD the vahes N.s necded
ro lroride cnolgh coolidg iirilos p.st tltc
sc.ts. fbc lahcs rhctuseh,cs conklnl be
l.rgc, bui ft.v $erc biX enough ror the
pcribnnancc Colc.skcd olhis lht'six. r\t
tbc brck ol tbc enAinc Kolbe added a casting
carNnrA oil ptrnrp, distrihntor and tircl pump,
.lrilen iiolr a cooic.lcanr on !fie crankshatt.

i pulleY pover.d one ol drc Coiyan's
tuost controleAirl icatLrcs, its lan beh hcnt
ore. t\ro pdleys, one diynrE fie dvnano
This svisred dr€ beh ibur tinres .od bent it
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drough 5.10 degrees nrstead of the nonnal :160.

Che!.vengineers were cert iD it Nas sound.
ho\€rer, andchos€ it over belel Aea6. chains
orbelis in series. Five,years later the 6ame belt
s,vsteft 1!as adopted br' one of the rvorld: most
iistidious car nake6, Peqeot, ibr its 20,1
driling a radiatorlan, to be snre, not a

Iorhh radical nerv car Ed Cole had the
sane lision olrhe idealas other rcarengine
experinenien such asJohn Tj.arda and
Presron Tuckcr: r comPleicl,Y duiomaric c.r
He hoped it coxld be e'tineered so onl)'
onc transmiNiod vould be oiGred - ii lt
antonatic. DesiAns lor a suitable transaxle
Nefe alrcady available, dereloped by GIls
engileeing sta fron Po$€rglide componerts
for a rear fansdle to snit iiont-engincd ca6.
\Virh dre addition of a driveshaii through a
holloN, quilliype mai,rshali, th.se designs were
adapted to the Corair's needs

r\s othercosts rose, esPeciall,t drat oI
tlle engine, rh€ antonutic box as standard
equipnent loolted less and less liltelr.It faded
et€n i6ter Nhen CNI learned rhat Ford and
Ch+sler s€re playinC catch{P wnh their
oNn small ca6, which \€rc also expected on
the market lbr the 1960 nodel ye.r,\less '

cosily manual box was made lron pieces of
the siandard Chery ihree-speed transmissiotr,
arranged inside a special aluminium case.
A4ain a quill-iype manNhait Nas used, Nlich
allo\€d the Coflair to have direct drile in top,
unlikc ihe \\v. The adoption ola floor sbiit tor

tbis Che\-'\'was, atfte time, hiAhlv controleNial.
The Neight disrriburion of the 'Holden

25'\'as no lcss controvcreial. Its targeted
Iterb rveiCht h.d becn 2201 pounds. The
actMl Neight cane io 2382 pounds. Of
tl]e dillrencc, in 88-pound tucrease Ms
distribnted thoqhout fic body. There Nere
minor reductions, but tben cane thc n.jor
r05 pound h.rease orer btrdget accounted lbr
bt the cngine and rear slspension. This took
the $eighr on the rear Nheels lrom the platrned

60 per cent ofthe totalto 61.5 per cenr
nota desirable direction. Laier, iogernore
luAAage room, (lbev.y noled the spare rrre to
lhe enAine roon, Nhicb broughr the rcar\ard

Perccntage rc 6J on most Cowans.
Che\-r'enginceA brought up the hea\_a

rrtillery Nhen dle ConaiiNas introduced, and
laterNben it Nas challenged in court, ro sho\v
rhat thelbad every reason in the \orld to pur

the veight Nhere the,v did. Ii helpcd rcar{heel
tracrion, it aided lbnvard Neight ransler on
brakinAand i! reduced tbe diiiefence bet$€en
dle disriburion empt,y and laden. But it did
expose dle engineffs to some challenging

The desien ol the Conair's suspcnsion \!as
supenhed b,y Robert Schilltug. an erfeftely
origin.l and able Cerman-born e4ineer The
detail $ork he prolided Nas e\cellent. The
coil-spring lront end was light and snnple,
Nith an trnus!.ll.v conpact steerinAbox
placed ahed ofthe l.ont \\'hecls. Semi railing
rear sivinA axles pivoted,round an dh ol37
dcgrces io the carcenireline, the sane anAle
ds on fie li.t 600's very similar suspension.
Careli design alloNed Chcvl'to one up fiat
hy odittingan outbo.rd univerealjoint ibr

fte exposed Lall shaft.
Steering linkage and rear suspension

geonerr,a \!ere laid out ro give thc conair
an initial undcGteering ieel. But the high roll
centre at the rear, 13.6 inches, \orked in the
opposite direction, as did the high rearsprinA
rates, 550 pounds per inch, needed to support
ihe b.ck of the cai These tNo combined to
give 6nal ove^reer, the onser of which was at
coruerhgspeeds toNards the lower levels of
drose tben obtainable on production cars.

ItSchillind had been asked to, he could
lure done better h his superb chassis desiAn
ibr ihe orignal turbine-poNered lirebird ol
1953, he uscd single-leai spring.s to carry a
de Dion rear dle. Hcjoined thc rcarends oi
the spnngs together b.v a translerse balance
beam pjvoted at the centre oltbe cba$i6.
This decoupled tbe rearsNpension in roll
and transfened more ofthe rcllcotrple to the
front wheels, reduc'lAany tendency towards
orenteer Schilling provided a frontantrrol
bar lbr d1e Conair, Nhich \as delered at dre

That Nas the status at dre outset. Ior the
1962 model yearChe\* introduced RPO
696, ivhich ofered elen stilferfron! and refu
springs, shorter rear-&\le linritsrraps and
rhe lront antiiollbar This made thc Conair
appreciabll easier to drive nearits liftit. For
196,1all Conairs we.e gnen a transveree
leaf spring at the rean Nhich took more of
dr jounce lodds so rhe main springs could
b€ soiter This increased the cals cornering
capability to 0.7Airod \!bar Che!rcler said
had been 0.69 and Nhat other tests had sholvn
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.ould be G lon as 0 534 l\rrthcr nnPtrncmcdt

ornc  nr  lhc  1965 nrode lN i th  i I s  ( in1 . t tc_ tYpc

.c . r  snsFns iongn ing . lo$er  rc r r  ro l l  ocn t re .

B.cli ir 195r), hoscrot, iirccd Nitb selrrc

c.st resrr.iDts. (lhc\a ir.d to nulic sonre

h.,rl decisions. on:1srJ,nn{rv oi dr.t re.r

it est,blishcd rhe lroot/rear irrc ptusslrcs or

15/:6 lxi \'hich, Chrft 1.tcr sakl, Pronotc
rchicle stabilitl b! i,rtrcducnrA 0.oPcr stccl

chamctc r is t i cs .  undera l l  ro rdcordh ioDs.
It N{s .n inelc4ult sol ion t. a difi.ult
pdncnr. €x.cerlMred bt the,\ucricrn drncr .s

congenir.ll.ck olntrcrcst id tlrc presstrres

,\lso nnDo'!.nt N.s the d.sign ol nrcci.l
ttres lbr dlc Corlair. i\ lo\r{rohlc scction

\.s choscn tot the 6.50 b,! l3 ilre, \'hich \.s

nonn led  on .5  5  inch  r in ,  h i l l .n  n roh  N c r

drcn than the st.rJard Che\T rim, to Anc
thc tlre nddition.l corncrnrg foser TNcl\'e-

nrch r,rres xnd Nlreels h.d been lxrt ol tlrc

lrogr.nnne nr the beanttug. !o lhc horof

of tbc stlhts. Ed Cole person.llr mrde lhe

dccision togo to 1l nrches, r size lb.\'hich

tlrcs Ncrc dore rcxdilr.r.ilablc
ore ot tbc l..st halt! conrtromises on

tbc Co'1xir n olled its st*rnrg. rjchilh{.s

recircllrtnrA-l).11 setup Ias Aood. $ith xn

1tj to oue rntio, blt its ltulMse \'.s snoh tlut

lire nrns Ncre oeedcd lLont loclt to lock. Thc

srecrn{ $.s flcastu4lr light {nllP.n)iidlr

sloN (lhcf.olc! cfnie.rlr lelt dut.s long.s i!

\'.s slo\'. drncA \u d be less liftelr ro trrn

drc Nbeelfnsr cnotl8h !,Act tlrcnrsches nrto

houblc. Blr onoc nr trotrblc, $irh the stnndr

srceriDd ir \'.s alnosl nnPssiblc to Aei out
so tu,cl monc) hrdgonc inio thc Corrxnrs

ch.ssis rlut thc interbrs hr,d to be se,rlt tudee.l
toAcr th. cost oi the coufa, introduc.d in e.rlr
I)60. do\rn tu sl(r55 ltenN strch as rrni rcs(s
.nd . right-b.n{l (n risoL \
options. In thc e.rlr \cclis rher Nercnt clen
.r.ihblc. The bxse (io'r'.ir \'.s r lcrl Planr
.J.no ncxt to l.ords hlcon,ntl th.lnte-.rnir4
Flr.routh \'.li.rt rronr (lhnslcr

Teethin! nonllcs n)ch .d the speci.l iilcl
disr.ibuting clustlr id drc Rochcstc.snrllc
l).rr.l c. ntrctter. o.e f$ jrxnk. \'hiclr $.s

trooc to icin! th.t llrst Niircr.,\ v{l\e $.s
.ddcd ro  d r r \ ' \nnn . iL  n i to  d rc  in le t  Nhen
Decdcd n,clc.nsuDrFidr \'.s disafpoinfilg to
sone bu)ds ,  nnAing  nom 19 to  13  nr i les  Pcr
gnllon. Tlren thcrc \ere thc litr+clt rlnrours.
rrd 'ro$ \'c.c cx.c(lr rh.t. but $nic sdc
b.scd.n 1otu{l lre.li.Acs rnxl tllro\! bclts.

Thcse lnults sere ir.dlNlh cnrc.l But.t
dre tine rher- scc ed r. pose snch n dfe.t lo
rbis dcs cais rcput.tion rhNt iherc \'.s doubt
ii Iloror Ch bor.droonN thrt tlrc (lorrnir

Nould l.s! olt drc Icar. (trl! b.1f. rcrf.iic,
hs inroduction G\l be8.n dcsignnrg thc Cherf
II, N |alcon loolt alikc dr.! \'rs Dl.nncd ro !.ke
orer rhe coDrprct nhrltet .tte. (ldci c.r iiriled.

Thcgood nc\'s \'.s thr thc dclurc IloDr.
!c,'sion ot thc Corr.ir colra crught on,.ltcf
rbc  d isd . '  o l rn  c rpcr ide i ta l l c rs ion  d t  thc
(ihic.go shoN crrlr in 11)60. The huckcG
se.tcd llorz. fl{rcd a bigp.rt ir nrsfirinA
htefspccirht c.N tionr C\l {nd othd
rrltcrs, inrlL n{ the ford \hstan! thdr \'.s
io cortribtrte $ D ch to dle Con rn's srlcs

Chclv tried nvo {pproxchcs ro n st.tion

2 Protorype tun.i.g ge.rw.sie5ted us n9 a

3 Ear y protoiyp*were Iiledwth lakeJront
gr i l les  a .d  badged as  No dens

4 A Cotuair on dhp.y at lhe 1959 London Motor
Show UK sales werc negligible

5 The althor wrh a Cotuan Monza n l962whiLsr
wo{i.g at Gener:l MotoG

6 Co5t clti ng meant ear y Co.vairs were re auvely
Sparta., b!tpa$ei9er space an.lcomlort were
c  ass-  ead ing  andthe  s ty  n9 . le :n ,  i f s ta {

7 The 2296cc {at s x s a near ft n the ta

a  on ly  eary .n rs ,  i ke  ths  1960 mode year
examp e, h:d thespare wheeLin the boor

9The nsrrumentaton is basc bur lseFIriendy,
a.d ihe d.shboard s !.d€rstated by 1959

N.Aoo lerstun ol thc Conair. One, \inks\4en

\pc: lil,e, \'.s tlic Grcerbrier \tich.,nre
on the nr.rliet in lt)a)1 Dlcn Dore than tbc
(lorv{irc.r. hoNercf, it toolt. licltn*orpricc
il onr ltrd'.\ llconolinc rc,xion ofthc !'.lcon.
,\oodrcr eilbrr \'.s tbc l-altc\lood st.lion
$ngon. r'hich h ed ibf onl1 . Ie.r ..d . lr.lt,
1961 and drc liAt fdrt oi dre 1962 Dr el rea.,
$hco i! \',s dropPcd to nr.he room io. nore
Chc\ ) lls on rhe asscnul lnre .r NilloN RN, r
s.d iitc Ior. solod nod uscii'l little cai

Thc Lahc$ood s loss Nas more tb.n
cotrnicrbrlxnced lbr nrost conair ihrs br
the addition ol. cor\ertible to the linc nr
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spec t car on 700 mo.le

UNSAFEATANYSPEED?

Through the distorted lens ofhistorl it is
easy to see why so nany people corll.re
' l ,e  publ ,ca lon o i  r i ,s4 'a d.  onJ Sp! .d s  i , l r
the deaih of the Corr.ir, bur dre trudl is not
quite so sinple.

Nhen the 3r'Ie..old ld.lph Nad.r
published his nrcendi.ry polefticon saiety
standards in American autotuobil€s in 1965
the Coflair's haDdlt{ cbaracteristics h.d
already been questioned in se\€ral Ameri.an
courts alter. sleN ol single c.r accidents,
the most ianous beirAthe case of Ros.
Pierini ol Calilbmi., \'ho lost an ard dlier
her Conair ovenurned. Gencml Motors
settled the case ibr a five-tignre snn - an
admission, claimed Nader in his booh, of
the companXh liability. Ne\€rtheless, there
was no general beling wirh either rhe public
or the road testeA thar rhc Conai{as
anydring ofier than periectly saie. albeit

s2 | Altonobile December 2016
I

,\pril, 196:.,\loog Nhh it crnre the Sfrder
option, dcrn,n{ ils dame ,nd stvle riom
seleml c\perident.l c.rs b! GII StlliDC.
The hiAhliAht ot rhe sp) dor's spccilic.ti{m \ns
its tubochat-qed enginc. prodnonrg 150hhp
at.l.100tpn. Pe.li torque ol2llllh it c.nre.r
rclnrncl! hiAh sFed, 3200 to 3{00rpnr

li 196r a bore i'crease lronr lx to 31,
inches brouCht thc cngi'es disfl.cenrcnt up
IroD :29ar to 2.l75cc l lcngthcned stroltc
c.nre.lona in 196.1, Droducnlg 26sJoo
\!ith an incre.se lronr:.an) ft) 2.91nr.hes
,\ mosr $clconc option i, 1965 $is i ncN
crhtdcrhc.d Nitb l.rAcr r.h es rrd ports.
ied bt redcsi4Ded .rirblds cirriiA rorr
do\ndrrndht c.rburcrrcrs. joined br r
proA.essnc-rction hnt.gc. Tbis $.s thc hcst
xll rolnd Cor'.n enAntc, prodrcii4 r nsablc
llo horsepoNer Tbc opiiorr nns dropFd lirf
tbc 1967 nodelvc.r, thcn hrouAfit b.cli hr

Bodr Dcrton!.nd PidnrLrnk iril.d to orklo

tlic nlen of St) hrg StrtlNith thcif lcrsions ol
tbc Corr.ir Uo\. thcn. \'c|e tfie (l\l stylists io
top thcif o\r ..h ielcnrcnt: \\'h.! rclld dre
res!1led 1965 Con.ir loolt liltc'i htcnptnlA
ro  o ! t ( l . re .  c l . ss ic  too l t  r  lo t  o lner \e . I l .n r
.ptro.chcs $crc tried: br a \rlrilc r leading
c.nd .tc \ .s r look ol promireni sh€elhouse
bnlCcs..s or Oldsnnfiiles 6.$ Toron,do.
Finrlh, rhe strlisrs led br Ron IIill$v.!ed
to\:'rds r'Prertf look hcr(er nrrcgr.rcd irro
rhe Cherrol.( c.r irnlih.

Thc DeN l965 CoNair Nas thc besr cre.
n1li.tdlinl. perlbmnnce lnd looks dut Nerc

tle{s.n' if.ot nrcnx,rhle. Inrt h \rns rlrendr
doonrcd. nrkctcd h\ its nr.licrs Nith r tcrnrin.l
discrsc. \!n nrcn \crc nos xt (lfiell.\

.onhols. nren b \ionr !he Co'1.ir \'.s ilsr
another  c . r  ind  no l .  \eN f ro l i t . l ) l c  onc . r
!h.t. r'irh irs cosdr engnrc.rd those li.bilit!
.ctioDs rh.r \ ere sdi.g trp oycr thc ex ier
nrodlls. 1h.lhNrngsloNed thc N.v ro Ao.
so \orrt \rxs beiun on dre c.nriro.

*ith handiing dore akin to Enrcpeo crrs

It is likely that this would have remained
the c.se even aJter Nader's book Ms
pnblished, eiccpt dur CIl, tu a misguided
attedpt to lea.n oore about rhe young
ConDecdcut attorney, hired a team ol prn.tc
iNestigators to deh,e nlto his personal lile,
lbllow €nd, nltid.tely, ha.ass hin. Vhen tlle
subtertuge Nas discovered. Nadersued and
(*r settled fie case Nth a6,125,000 par-our.
Snddenl"v, e!er)'bodr" knew his name and
s,les of Lis book soared. Gl{'s diirl rricts
had backAred, cataplliing tlBa/e into the
bestseller lists and tanishing |he Con air\

Lhsa^ ar an),speed, ahholgh now
synonymous witb the coryair, has nor one but
Dran,t targets, fte chevrolet odv bearing the
brunt of a particularll danning liAt chapid,

\\brd caDe donlr in lpril ol 1965. beibrc
thi! ielloN N.der ercn iidishcd Nriting
his l)oolt: No ftorc derelopment on thc
Co'r'{ir Do jNr enouAh to l{eef it !p $ith

The las! Con.ir,.! Olympic Gold coupd,
\ ' . s  conrp le ted . t  l : i J0pm or  U lh t r Ia r ,1969.
Lili€ irs 1969 sisteN it \'.s sold con er€ \rirh
. ccrtinc.rc4ood ibr s150 itganN dre p!rch.sc
ol. ncs 197-1Chevrclet The $na n nr! c.rs
rcnxnr nr dcmnnd rmong.olleclors sell
srrpo'ted b' coRs/\. fie cory.i. socierr

Tonl Corv.ir rroduction c{nc to
1 .711) ,o l l i  u r i t s , .  rohunc  \vh i .b  Dmnr . . r
btriklcrs nr DlrolE Nolld cons cr a good
10 rc.rs Norli. It $ds.l)n!c c!., a utriqoc
natn nhrlin a \orld oi ldnt.lihcs l..f iron
dnll, rhc cor'.ir\'.s tb,t r.rc ichielchcnt,
a trniqne automobile There hrd ncvcf bcen
ore qlire lilie it befo...lnd thcrc prcbabl!

beibre Nader tums his att€ntion to tlre far
more widespread low standards olconsumer
safety tkoughout lmerican industry,
Far liom killing rhe Con air, rhe bookt
success actually prclonged its liiespanl
GM n.n.Eencnt Nere despc.ate ro salc
iace, and radrerthaD qu'erlldropping the
nodel in fie wake oI the controvcrs"!, it
deliberately kept production going lonAer
than had beefl planned,lest an.lone thiDh
the nj€htr coiporation could be coerced
b,i an upsidrt aiiom.I.

Inlestig.tions bodl in and out ofco!fi
into the Codai.'.s supposed stability issres
culminated in 1972, vhen a gov$ntuenr-
bached committee esse.tiall]' discredited
much ol what Nader had writteD as biased
and tdncitul, and declared thar the Coflan!
handling'does nor result in abnormal
potential ibr loss of control'.
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